BRITISH COUNTRY STUDIES

PREFACE
To Ukrainian Educators, Peace Corps Volunteers (and whoever else should happen to stumble upon this):


Welcome to PCV Ryan Stahl’s course plan for the teaching of British Country Studies.  The plan contained in these pages is compiled from lesson plans that were put together during the academic year of 2002-3.  Some were put together more hastily than others, and all of them have been revised.


The purpose of this plan is to supply educators with a base for the teaching of British Country Studies.  The plans included are far from perfect, but this design was begun at zero.


The goal of the plan is to teach and hopefully reinforce the basics of British History, Economy, and Culture.  During the years that I taught this subject, I was asked to not give the students homework.  Most of the assignments included a small In-class/homework assignment, but most of these assignments – if they are indeed carried home – should only take five to ten minutes to finish up.  Also, this plan was designed concurrently with a similar one for British Literature – which was taught to the students of the same form during the same year.  Some of the concepts (structuring a paragraph) are introduced in that plan.  Hopefully, if you have come across this, the other is nearby.


Each lesson is based around the year-long composition of an ‘interactive textbook.’  The textbook should take the following form:


(1) Ask the students to buy, at the beginning of the year, one 96-page copy book.


(2) During the first lesson, help them make the book according to this format:



-The first page is the title page



-The following two pages will compose the index

-The back of the third page will be the first page of the book.  It should be numbered ‘1’ in the corner.  This pattern should continue to the end of the book.

-The final thirteen pages will be a dictionary where the students will place words that they encounter throughout the course.  One side of each of the final thirteen pages should contain a letter of the English Alphabet.

-At the beginning of each lesson, a text is usually presented for the students to copy.  This will always go on an odd-numbered page.

-In-class or homework will always be done on the even-numbered pages.  This way, at the end of the year the students will be in possession of a book full of texts that will all be similar and homework that will differ.  They will also have a small dictionary that they have made.


I collected these ‘interactive textbooks’ periodically to make sure that the students were doing such things as keeping up with assignments and keeping their indices current.


Overall, the plan may seem short.  My lessons were the first to go during half-days and holidays.  The review games included at the end and the subsequent examination cover only the information contained in this course plan.  Also, references to a textbook are made.  This is British Studies by V.M. Pavlotskiy and it was used during the lessons when needed.












Good Luck,












Ryan Stahl

Lesson #1

Goals:

-Introduce a ‘pre-history’ of Britain.



-Have the students come up with their own summaries of the time immediately following the text given.

Text (included) Page #1

A Condensed British Pre-History

Brtitian has been inhabited since long before the existence of any written records or histories.  The first people to provide mankind with any written records were the Romans, who arrived in the first century AD claiming England for the Roman Empire.  The Romans called the natives of England ‘Britanni,’ and their country ‘Britannia.’ Hence, we call them Britons.


The Roman influence – although actual Roman rule ended in the fourth century – can still be seen in the layout of today’s cities and roadways.  The Romans were excellent architects and city planners.


The Roman Empire began to significantly weaken in the fourth century, and Britain – being both an island and far from Rome – was one of its first possessions to be lost.  The stability and organization or Roman Britain then gave way to the chaos and robbing of Britain by different groups of sea-men.  Some of these groups were called Anglos, Saxons, and Jutes.  Unlike the Romans, they were not concerned with the civilizing of Britain, but instead with plundering its wealth.  They commonly burned villages after looting them.


The final conquest of Britain that we will be concerned with is that of William of Normandy, or William the Conqueror.  In 1066, at the Battle of Hastings, William began his defeat of the Vikings (another name for the sea-men) and slowly conquered England until 1071.  William brought with him the feudal system which established different levels of status given to people by William himself – the first English king.

In-class of Homework Page #2


The students should continue the history by summarizing the text in the ‘British Studies’ book on pages 287-290.  A summary is a short description of the most important things contained in the text.  The summary should be in the students’ own words.  It should also be short – maybe five sentences.  Some important points in the text are:


-The feudal system helped the Normans keep a large army.


-French was the original language of the Normans.


-The Doomsday Book was the first record of English population.  It was created in 1086.

Lesson #2

Goals:

-Introduce the names and histories or some of London’s most famous places.



-Have the students come up with a day’s tour schedule for a visit through London.

Warm-up: Review summaries from the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #3

London

London, England is one of the oldest and largest cultural centers in Western Europe.  Originally founded by the Romans as a center of trade, it has grown in to a modern and sprawling metropolis of eight million people today.  And, as you’d expect, there’s plenty to see.


Of the sites most associated with history and the monarchy, there’s Westminster Abby, Buckingham Palace, and Parliament.  Westminster Abbey is an enormous and imposing Gothic Cathedral that houses the graves of all of England’s past monarchs as well as the Coronation Chair – where each new monarch is crowned.  Buckingham Palace is the residence of the queen, but about all that can be observed there are the guards outside.  Parliament holds Big Ben as well – an enormous clock that makes for a good photograph.  There’s also the Tower of London that was once the British armory and the site of quite a few famous executions.


Aside from these, there are also the National and Tate Galleries and the Brutish Museum.  While the enormous National Gallery is filled with thousands of works by the likes of Rubens and Titan, the Tate gallery is much smaller and perhaps, more manageable.  Works by William Blake – England’s poet/painter-rebel of the 18th century – and J.M.W. Turner are on display there.  The British Museum houses many artifacts of archaeological significance such as a collection of mummies and the Rosetta Stone – which was key in deciphering ancient Greek.

A ‘London Tourism Exercise’ worksheet is included in the back of the course plan.
In-class or Homework Page #4


The tourism exercise is explained on the worksheet, but the students must use page 4 of their books to compose a schedule for a day’s tour around London.  Have a few of the students read aloud their finished schedules when they are finished.


*Note: The students don’t need to pay to arrive at their first destination.  An example schedule could be:


Westminster Abbey (8-9 AM) – 2 pounds.


Metro (9-10 AM) – 50 pence.


British Museum (10 AM – Noon) – Free.


Metro (Noon – 1 PM) – 50 pence.


Tower of London (1-3 PM) – 5 pounds.


Metro (3-4 PM) – 50 Pence.


National Gallery (4-6 PM) – Free.


Taxi (6-6:10 PM) – 1 pound 50 pence.


Tate Gallery (6:10 – 8 PM) – Free.
Lesson #3

Goals:

-Introduce the lineage of William the Conqueror until Richard the Lionhearted.



-Have the students become familiar with one member of the tree by writing a journal entry of one of its members.

Warm-up: Review the London tourism exercises from last lesson.

Text (included) Page #5

Leading to Richard the Lionhearted
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In-class or Homework Page #6


The above family tree accompanies the text from pages 290-293.


Have the students work alone or together and locate each of the events on the tree in the text.  Go over these together.  When everything has been located, have them (on page #6):


Write a journal entry for one of the people from the family tree.


(example) Today I finally won a victory at Hastings.  It was hard fought, but my knights did well.  I have no idea how far this land goes, but I feel that with my victory today, I will one day rule all of it.  Eventually, I will leave a glorious kingdom for my sons Rufus, Henry, Robert, and my daughter, Adela.

-William the Conqueror-
Lesson #4
Goals:

-Introduce the structure of the British law-making process.

-Have the students become familiar with the process by matching an evolving law up with the different stages and creating a law of their own.

Warm-up: Read journal entries from last time, and have the other students guess what character from the tree the entry was written by.

Text (included) Page #7

British Government

The British Government ‘officially’ consists of three parts – the monarch, House of Lords, and House of Commons.  But it is only the last of these branches that possesses any law-making clout.  This is mainly because the monarch is a symbol, and the Lords may vote on any bill with only three members present.


Here’s how it works:

(1)Bill (proposed law) appears in the House of Commons only by name (first reading)

(2)The same bill is read in the House of Commons in full and is debated and voted upon

(second reading).  It needs 51% to pass on.

(3)Bill is given to a special committee to be revised and added to.

(4)Bill re-enters the House of Commons for its third reading.  Only minor changes in

wording can be made.  It again needs 51% to pass on.

(5)Bill passes House of Lords and is approved by the monarch.

(6)Bill becomes an “Act of Parliament,” or law.

In-class or Homework Page #8


Exercise #1.


Create a few (two or three) processes of proposes bills, and have the students work in groups to match each step of the process up with the diagram from above.  For example:


(1) Drunk driving bill.

(2)  Persons who test at a blood alcohol level of .08% will be considered legally drunk and have committed a crime.  Receives 58% vote in House of Commons.

(3)  Persons who test at a blood alcohol level of .08% will be considered legally drunk and have committed a crime.  Passengers riding with them will have also committed a crime in allowing that person to drive and in getting into an automobile with them.  Children shall be excluded.  Having an open container of alcohol in a vehicle shall also be a crime.

(4)  Persons who test at a blood alcohol level of .08% will be considered legally drunk and have committed a crime.  Passengers riding with them will have also committed a crime in allowing that person to drive and in getting into an automobile with them.  Children shall be excluded.  Having an open container of alcohol in a vehicle shall also be a crime (completely empty containers shall be excluded).  Bill receives 52% vote in the House of Commons.

(5)  Drunk driving bill receives support of Monarch and the House of Lords.

(6)  Drunk driving bill becomes an Act of Parliament.

Exercise #2.
A continuation of #1.  Make up the name of a proposed bill, and have the students complete the last five stages of the process.  Possible themes could be littering, taxes, length of the school day, minimum age for children to attend school until, etc.

Lesson #5
Goals:

-Introduce the history of the Magna Carta, its importance, and some of the basic laws that it proposed.



-Have the students work in putting the laws into simpler terms and relating them to laws today.

Warm-up: Review law-making process from last time.  Have one or two students read their processes or put them on the board.

Text (included) Page #9

The Magna Carta

The Magna Carta is probably the most famous and important document in British history.  Written in 1215, it is one of the first times that the unquestionable authority of a king was in fact questioned.


During his reign and up until the time that the Magna Carta was written, King John had been long defending his possessions in France and Normandy.  Such war was very expensive, and in order to finance it John had been taxing his own barons and lords ruthlessly and unfairly.  Fed up with John’s unfair tactics, a group of barons rebelled, took London under their control, and forced a meeting with John on June 10, 1215.  Over the next week, the men came to an agreement over the limitations of the king’s power, and on June 19, the barons re-joined their king.


The Magna Carta does not establish any new system of government – it more puts limits on and re-defines the old one.  But again, it is one of the first times such a compromise is documented.

-included in the back of the course plan is a worksheet with some of the provisions of the Magna Carta.
In-class and Homework Page #10


Have the students draw a horizontal line through the middle of page #10.  Divide them into pairs, and distribute to each pair a clause from the Magna Carta.  On the top half of the page, have them:


Put the meaning of the law or clause into simple (you own) language.

(example) One of the clauses states: No widow shall be compelled to marry, so long as she wishes to remain without a husband. But she must give security that she will not marry without royal consent, if she holds her lands of the Crown, or without the consent of whatever other lord she may hold them of.
This clause says that women who are not married cannot be forced to by the King so that the King can use marriage to have more control over her lands.
Why is this included in the Magna Carta (think what John must have been doing wrong so that the barons wanted to include this)?

John was probably using marriage as a ways to collect taxes on lands that were not populated or owned by a knight.  Therefore, if only knights had to pay taxes, then women who owned lands were not included in this (they couldn’t become knights in 1215).  John was probably forcing unmarried women to marry so that they then had to turn over their property to me who then had to pay taxes or ‘tribute.’
On the bottom half of the page, give them the following four questions to answer at home (the answers are in the reading on pages 301-7):

(1) What three things is Henry VII noted for?

Made the monarchy strong, brought stability to England, gained the respect of his subjects.
(2) What title did Henry VIII give himself after he broke from the Catholic Church?

Supreme Head.

(3) What did Henry do between 1536 and 1539?

He attacked the (Catholic) monasteries for their wealth.

(4) What was Mary Tudor’s nickname?  Why did she receive this?

‘Bloody’ Mary.  She received this nickname because of the large numbers of Protestants that she executed.
Lesson #6

Goals:

-Introduce the life and history of Elizabeth I



-Discuss the Tudor lineage leading up to Elizabeth I’s reign.



-Have the students compare, in writing, the life of Elizabeth to that of another famous Russian leader.

Warm-up: Review questions from last time.

Text (included) Page #11

Elizabeth I

Elizabeth I ruled England for over forty years.  During this time, England saw great changes in religious and social policies as well as a flourishing artistic culture.  Although it is hard to say in which of these areas Elizabeth had the greatest impact, today she is remembered as one of Britain’s greatest monarchs.


Elizabeth ascended to the English throne in 1558 after the death of her half sister, “Bloody” Mary Tudor.  Unlike Mary, Elizabeth was a religious moderate – she had converted to Catholicism to appease Mary while Mary was queen, but was ex-communicated from the Catholic Church in 1570.  Many of the heavyweights of English Literature – Shakespeare, Spenser, Marlowe, Johnson – produced their greatest works under Elizabeth’s rule.  Elizabeth also closed many Catholic monasteries which had been largely responsible for providing care for the sick, poor, and elderly.  In their place, though, she enacted new laws and social policies such as the Statute of Artificers and Poor Laws.  She also established grammar schools, hospitals, and alms houses (for the elderly).


Elizabeth died in 1603 as the ‘Virgin Queen’ because she was never married.  She did have many affairs, though, and sometimes used the idea of marriage to gain the friendship of neighboring monarchs.

In-class work

Divide the students into four groups, and distribute a question to each group.  Have them work together to find the answer to the question in the reading (pp. 307-9).  The questions are:


(1) What improvements did English culture see?  What evidence do we have of this today?


(2) What was Elizabeth’s stance on religion?  How did it improve things for England?  How did it cause problems?

(3) How did the disappearance of a Catholic presence in England change the attitude and policies of the government toward the poor?  What did Elizabeth’s government do?

(4) Why did Elizabeth never marry?  Do you think that she actually died the ‘Virgin Queen’?

Homework Page #12


Compare the life of Elizabeth to that of one famous Russian or Ukrainian leader.  The person can be from any time (i.e. today or a thousand years ago).  Make sure that you find examples of why this person was similar to Elizabeth I.

Lesson #7

Goals:

-Introduce the beginning of the Stuart reign.

-Have the students become familiar – through writing and discussion – with some of the major events surrounding the reigns of James I and Charles I.

Warm-up: Discuss the small compositions assigned at the end of last lesson.  (*note – most students will probably have found that Elizabeth’s life is most similar to that of Catherine the Great, so it might help the instructor to familiarize him or herself with Catherine’s life as well.)

Text (included) Page #13

Beginnings of the Stuarts

Although the beheading of Charles I in 1649 would lead to the beginning of the interregnum in England (the Kingdom’s first experience, in six-hundred years, without the leadership of a monarch), Charles’ death was not entirely brought about by his own poor decision-making.


Charles’ father, James I, inherited the throne from Elizabeth and unified the kingdoms of England and Scotland.  However, upon gaining power both the Catholics – of which James was one – and the Protestants – who had benefited from Elizabeth’s reforms – expected to be placed in James’ favor.  James however was not nearly as tactful as his predecessor, and managed to create rifts that his son would eventually inherit.  During his own life, a plot was uncovered in which a group was planning to destroy parliament with James in it.


His reign is not without a single positive accomplishment, though.  James ordered a much more protestant version of the bible to be translated that is full of poetic language and bears his name.

In-class work

Students should be given the following questions to answer in groups (from pp. 320-2):


(1) What poem was written that put an end to all epic poems?  What is unusual about it?

‘Paradise Lost’ by John Milton (published in 1665).  The unusual thing about it is most critics consider Satan (the devil) to be the hero of the poem.

Who was the interregnum leader?  What were his religious views?

The leader was Oliver Cromwell.  Cromwell was a Puritan (this form of Protestantism is discussed on the bottom of page 321).
Homework Page #14


Create a timeline of at least eight events that we have discussed so far.


*Note – students will probably have to have a timeline explained to them.  An example (of six events) is given below.





Lesson #8
Goals:

-Introduce the closing period of the interregnum and Charles II’s return.


-Summarize the history thus far by composing a group timeline.

Warm-up (for this, the teacher must supply a long piece of paper – approximately two meters – for the making of a group timeline):

Review the timelines from last time, and have the students work together to produce one class timeline of the history studied thus far (10-15 minutes).

Text (included) Page #15

Return to the Throne

Oliver Cromwell hoped to see England become a republic.  However, upon his death his hopes died as well.


Oliver Cromwell’s son, Richard, chose not to further his father’s wishes and Charles II – son of the beheaded Charles I – was invited back to the throne.  Charles II was a relatively weak monarch.  He was a bit of a playboy (with quite a few illegitimate children), a religious moderate, and nearly all-around too flexible to lead a country such as Britain.  He converted to Catholicism in 1670, but his change of view on religious matters was frowned upon much more than, for example, Elizabeth’s conversion had been.


If a parallel can be drawn, Charles II – upon his death in 1685 – left the kingdom in much the same shape that James I had for Charles I.  James II then tried but eventually failed to carry out his father’s half-hearted reforms.

In-class or Homework Page #16


The following questions should be answered (from pp. 324-5) and discussed.


(1) How did James’ reign end?


Upon the arrival of William, Prince of Orange, from Holland, James fled to France.  He died there in 1701.


(2) What was William and Mary’s arrival in England called?


The Glorious Revolution.

(3) What are some things that the Bill of Rights prohibited?

Taxation without parliamentary consent, the maintenance of a standing army in peacetime, dissenters (people who did not agree with whatever the ‘official’ religion was) were allowed to worship freely, etc. (from the second paragraph on p. 325).
Lesson #9
Goals:

-Introduce the geography of the United Kingdom.



-Study, by composing a map, some of the major cities in the U.K.

Warm-up: Review the questions from the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #17

Britain’s Geography
Although the motto of the United Kingdom was once “the sun never sets on the British Empire,” the expanse of the kingdom has shrunk drastically.  Today, the United Kingdom – aside from a few islands and pockets of land elsewhere – is composed of the island of Great Britain (containing England, Scotland, and Wales), Northern Ireland, and the smaller islands surrounding Britain.


The geography of Britain essentially becomes more mountainous as one travels northward.  Northern Scotland is referred to as the “highlands” of Britain.  Because of its location in the North Atlantic and the fact that it is an island, Great Britain has a fairly consistent climate as well – cold, wet, and rainy.  Year-round rain is apt for the growing of certain vegetation (i.e. grass) and, hence, the raising of livestock such as sheep.  The fact that the U.K. is composed of islands also means that there is much shoreline (and that nearly every city isn’t far from the sea).  Many of the U.K.’s industrial centers like Manchester, London, and Liverpool lie close to the ocean.

In-class Exercise (recommended)

Prepare a map of the UK before class that divided it into five or six sections.  Choose one of two points of interest from each section of the map, and present a pair or group of students with that portion of the map.  Also present them with any information that can be found about that area of the UK (economic/climate/cultural data).  Have each pair present their piece of the map to the rest of the class and place it where it belongs in the larger scheme of the United Kingdom.
*Note – the above-mentioned materials are not included in the course plan.
Homework Page #18


Short Composition.  Choose two cities (excluding London) where you would like to live in the UK.  Give at least two reasons for choosing each of your cities.

Lesson #10
Goals:

-Introduce the shape and divisions in the British economy.



-Compare those divisions with those of some other countries.

Warm-up: Review compositions from the end of the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #19

British Economy

Like only four other economies in Europe, the UK has a gross domestic product (GDP) of over one trillion dollars.  Like the other trillion-dollar economies of Europe, a vast majority of jobs in the UK are concentrated in the service sector – that is people work providing services (information processing, banking, etc.) for other people of companies.  Over the past two decades, the UK has contained the growth of social welfare programs and reduced public ownership.


Here are some other statistics:


GDP: $1.36 trillion (2001)


GDP Growth Rate: 3% (2001)


GDP Composition by Sector (2001): 
agriculture 1.7%







industry 24.9%







services 73.4%


-The poorest 10% of the population has 2.6% of the wealth.


-The richest 10% of the population has 27.3% of the wealth.


Currency: British Pound (GBP)

*Note – economic statistics are included at the back of the course plan for the in-class work.
In-class work

Divide the class into four groups.  Distribute to each group a set of statistics for a different country.  From the statistics that they receive and using what they already may know about the country that they receive, have them discuss in groups the following questions:


(1) How can the statistic of GDP be misleading (not completely ‘true’)?


It doesn’t take into account population.
(2) Countries like the US may be called ‘developed,’ while countries like Rwanda and Belarus might be called ‘developing’?  What information before you is different among these countries?

The biggest difference is the amount of employment in the service sector.  For example, in Britain, the services sector is 73.4%, and in the United States.  In Rwanda and Belarus, this statistic is 35%.  When economists use the terms ‘developed’ and ‘developing,’ they usually look at the percentages of employment in the service sector.
(3) What do you think, personally, is wrong with these classifications of ‘developed’ and ‘developing’?

Answers can vary.  One big problem is that economics don’t at all take into account the cultural richness of a country.  Therefore, a country like the United States is viewed as ‘developed,’ although it has a much shorter cultural history than somewhere like Russia.  If something like, for example, like public art collections is taken into account, Russia becomes a much more ‘developed’ country than the United States – the US does not possess a public art collection as impressive as that in St. Petersburg’s ‘Hermitage.’
(4) What do the statistics of richest and poorest 10% of the populations in each country tell you?

Usually, this is an indicator of how socially-oriented a country is.  For example, in the United States (which is not very socialistic), the richest 10% of the population possess 30.5% of the wealth, and the poorest 10% possess 1.8% of the wealth.  Russia is much the same, with the richest 10% possessing 47% of the wealth, and the poorest 10% possessing 5.9% of the wealth.  In both of these cases, there are huge differences between the richest of the rich and the poorest of the poor.  Britain is a bit more moderate (the richest 10% is a bit smaller than in the US, and the poorest 10% is a bit bigger), and therefore probably more socially oriented.
Homework Page #20


Find, on your own, the statistics for Ukraine and answer the same questions.

Lesson #11
Goals:

-Introduce the official holidays in Britain.



-Have the students choose and discuss the elimination of one holiday each.

Warm-up: Discuss the homework assigned at the end of the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #21

British Holidays

Perhaps some people feel or think that because they share a common tongue, America and Britain share much of the same culture – such as holidays – as well.  In fact, between the two countries, they only have two holidays – Christmas and New Year – in common.


Besides these, people in England and Wales celebrate six other “official” holidays as well.  They are (1) Good Friday, (2) Easter, (3) May Day, (4 & 5) Spring and Fall Bank Holidays, and (6) Boxing Day (the day after Christmas).


Aside from these, Scotland and Northern Ireland celebrate a few of their own holidays as well.  Each celebrates a day in honor of its patron saint (St. Andrew for Scotland and St. Patrick for Northern Ireland).  Scotland also honors its favorite poet, Robert Burns, on January 25th, as does Northern Ireland celebrate Orange Day (only in Protestant communities) on July 12th.

In-class work Top, Page #22


Draw a horizontal line dividing Page #22 into two halves.  On the top half of the page:


Write a short (one sentence) explanation for the six ‘official’ holidays listed in the text previously given.  The holidays are explained more in-depth on pp. 38-41.

Homework Bottom, Page #22


On the bottom half of Page #22:


Abolish (eliminate) one English holiday.  Explain your decision in a short composition of at least five sentences.

Lesson #12

Goals:

-Introduce the history of Britain’s involvement in World War II.



-Examine the life of Britain’s Sir Winston Churchill by putting together a timeline of his life.

Warm-up: Review the short compositions assigned at the end of the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #23

Great Britain’s involvement in World War II

At 11:15 AM on September 3, 1939, Britain found itself suddenly (although not unexpectedly) drawn into World War II.  Earlier that morning, the British Ambassador had asked for the German withdrawal from Poland, but never received any reply.


Although Britain’s involvement was no less limited, its position as an island aided it greatly in holding off German occupation.  During the summer of 1940, German forces attempted to destroy British airplane factories but were held off by Britain’s Royal Air Force – this became known as the “Battle of Britain.”  The Germans also possessed rocket technology – something that no other country did – and London was nearly leveled by rocket attacks.


The British aided the allied cause greatly on both the European and North African fronts.  Also (although unfortunately), World War II served as the stage for the conclusion of the career of Britain’s greatest statesman of the twentieth-century: Sir Winston Churchill.

In-class work Page #24


The following events should be either written on the board or somehow posted without dates for the students to see:


(1) Awarded the Nobel Prize for literature.


(2) Dies.


(3) Serves again as Prime Minister.


(4) Gains first seat in Parliament.


(5) Attends Yalta Conference.


(6) Becomes Prime Minister.


(7) Born.


(8) First Lord of the Admiralty.


(9) Appointed Minister of War.


The students should be asked to:

Use the text on pp. 375-6 (Sir Winston Churchill) of the British Studies textbook to find dates for the listed events and put them in the proper order on a timeline on page #24 of you workbook.

The proper order (and dates for each) is: (7) – 1874, (4) – 1900, (8) 1911-1915, (9) – 1918-1921, (6) – 1940, (5) – 1945, (3) 1951-1955, (1) 1953, (2) 1965.
Lesson #13

Goals:

-Introduce the changes in the size/landscape of the British Empire since World War I.

-Introduce the problems with Northern Ireland and discuss a Newsweek article on why members of the IRA (Irish Republican Army) have turned to crime since the violence in Northern Ireland has died down.

Warm-up: Put the dates from the timeline up on the board again, and have the students put them quickly in order according to what they have on page #24 of their interactive textbooks.

Text (included) Page #25

The British Empire at the Beginning of the Twentieth-Century

“The sun never sets on the British Empire.”  Although it may be hard to believe today, this was once entirely true.


In 1914, Britain was drawn into a conflict that would eventually become the First World War.  Although it could have remained politically neutral, Britain chose to stand by France and Russia against Germany and Austria.  Germany and Austria’s eventual defeat resulted in the Treaty of Versailles and Britain’s being awarded South Africa, Iraq, and Palestine.  Britain already had under its control Canada, Australia, India, and Hong Kong, and these new territories only added to the vastness of its empire.


In spite of its size, Britain was still troubled by a problem that was much closer to home – the issue of Northern Ireland.  In 1914, the problem of Protestant/Catholic divisions and their respective political opinions nearly caused a civil war.  After World War I, the UK was again forced to address the issue.  The British government eventually granted southern Ireland “dominion" status (which Canada and Australia then had).  This eventually led to an independent Ireland – although problems in the North still exist today.

An article entitled “The Gangs of Belfast” is included at the back of the course plan.

In-class or Homework Page #26


*Note – this plan was designed concurrently with another for British Literature.  In that plan, there is a lesson on the structuring of a paragraph.  TOPIC and SUPPORTING SENTENCES are discussed there.  That lesson (and the search for topic sentences in each paragraph as a means to find the main ideas of the article) should be applied to this lesson.


The article discusses what many of the groups who once fought for either the independence of Northern Ireland (mainly Catholics) or to remain under British rule (mainly Protestants) have been doing since peace accords were signed in 1998.  Most of them have turned to crime.


The students should be asked to:


Find the TOPIC SENTENCE in each paragraph.

In paragraph one, “Twice in recent months, John Gregg survived bomb attacks on his home in Belfast.” – the paragraph goes on to discuss how he was recently killed in one.

In paragraph two, “The murder – and the mass demonstration in Gregg’s support – brings an ugly truth to light.” – the paragraph goes onto to discuss what that truth is: that the paramilitaries, who were once fighting for a political cause and ‘for the people,’ have since turned to robbing the people that they once claimed to fight for.

In paragraph three, “Too often, ordinary people are caught up in the warlords’ feuding.” – the paragraph goes on to discuss how the gangs are having a very negative influence – through victimizing them and finding new members for their gangs – on the communities that they exist in.

In paragraph four, “It is a vicious cycle.” – the paragraph goes onto discuss the cycle of how the crime scares away business, and the lack of the business contributes to further rise in crime.

In paragraph five, “Northern Ireland’s Protestant gangs are not the only criminal abusers of peace, of course.” – the paragraph goes on to discuss how the IRA (the Catholic faction that was fighting for the independence of Northern Ireland) has also turned to crime.

In paragraph six, “All this takes place amid a wider gloom over Northern Ireland’s prospects.” – the paragraph goes onto discuss how things may become worse in the near future in Northern Ireland.

*Note – all of the answers listed above are debatable – it happens that all of the topic sentences occur as the first sentences of the paragraphs.  The students should be encouraged to debate the answers, but they must provide evidence or proof of what they think.
Treat the previous six sentences like SUPPORTING SENTENCES.  From them, come up with a TOPIC SENTENCE that introduces as many of the ideas as you can.
Answers will vary greatly.  One example could be such:

“As evidence of the killing of John Gregg brings to light, the problems now facing Northern Ireland – murder, the victimizing of ordinary people, the cycle that this crime creates, and the IRA’s involvement in such criminal activities as well – are likely to grow more dismal in the near future.
Lesson #14
(Note – the following lesson was given on a half day, so it doesn’t take much time.)

Goals:

-Introduce and work with some other statistics of Great Britain.



-Compare those with the same statistics for Ukraine and discuss the differences.

Warm-up: Review the topic sentence assigned for homework.  Work together as a class to compose a single, comprehensive topic sentence on the blackboard.

Text (included) Page #27

Some Other Tell-Tale Statistics of the United Kingdom
Total Population: 59,647,790 (2001)

Population Growth Rate: 0.23%

Life Expectancy: 77.82 years

HIV/AIDS infection rate: 0.11% (1999)

Religions:
Anglican – 27 million



Roman Catholic – 9 million



Muslim – 1 million

*Note – the same statistics for Ukraine are included at the back of the course plan.
In-class or Homework Page #28


Work together as a group trying to estimate the same statistics for Ukraine.  After you have come up with class-wide estimates, reveal the actual ones to the class.  Working from the actual statistics, answer the following questions:


Which country has the larger population? Which country has more land?  How does this determine where people live?

While Britain’s population is about sixty million, Ukraine’s is slightly less than fifty million.  However, Ukraine is approximately 3-4 times larger than Britain: in Britain, the people tend to be more ‘urbanized’ (living within or near the larger cities).

How do the population growth rates compare?

The most notable characteristic is that Britain’s is positive (the population is growing) while Ukraine’s is negative (people are leaving to find work in other countries).  It is difficult for the economy to grow while the population is shrinking.

How do the HIV/AIDS rates compare?

Ukraine’s is approximately ten times higher than Britain’s.  Ukraine is bordering on the edge of an epidemic HIV/AIDS problem.

Lesson #15
Goals:

-Introduce the traffic control system introduced by London’s mayor, Ken Livingstone, in February 2003.



-Analyze the impacts of the system on people of different professions by assigning roles to members of the class.

Warm-up: Review questions from the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #29

London’s Traffic Woes

At nearly eight million people, London is the largest and busiest city in Western Europe.  With this many inhabitants comes lots of everything – including mobile phones, clubs, business, and… traffic.


With its millions of inhabitants and their cars, down town London has become one of the slowest moving road networks in Europe as well.  A solution to this has been put into effect as of February 17th of 2003, but because of its so far short life span its total effect can’t yet be measured.  Ken Livingstone, London’s mayor, implemented a system that uses over seven-hundred cameras to charge drivers each time that they enter.  The money from the program will then go to expand and repair other forms of public transit like the metro and bus systems.


Will the plan work, or will the plan cause Ken Livingstone to lose his job come next election?  Only time will tell.

In-class work Page #30


(1)To prepare for this lesson, the following professions should be written on small pieces of paper to be distributed to the class.  If the number of students is greater than the number of professions, you can write some of the professions two or three times.  Make sure that every student present gets a piece of paper to participate in the exercise.

The professions are:


Taxi Driver


Businessman who drives everyday to work


A Wealthy Millionaire whose chauffer drives him to work every day


A Shop Owner who lives and works within the area of downtown London


A resident who lives in downtown London


(2)Distribute the roles to the students, and ask them on Page #30 of their workbooks to:


Write, according to the role assigned, what you think of the new traffic law (three or four sentences).


(3)Give the students five or ten minutes to decide this, and then have the different students voice their reactions to the law.


(4)Next, have the group come up with a design for the law that may or may not allow certain people or professions to be exempt (not have to pay) for the new traffic law.


(5)Finally, reveal to the class the specifics of the law:


(1) Taxi drivers do not have to pay (since their profession carries them through the city multiple times every day).


(2) Residents who live within the area do not have to pay.


(3) Businessmen who live outside the area but work within it must pay.  This is to encourage them to take public transportation and alleviate some of the traffic on the roads.
Lesson #16

(Note – because the activity included requires a bit of mathematics (addition) and teacher supervision, the lesson will probably take two class periods).

Goals:

-Introduce the history of the London Stock Exchange.



-Introduce how speculation on stocks works through a trading exercise.

Warm-up: Review specifics of the traffic law from last time.

Text (included) Page #31

The London Stock Exchange

London – along with New York and Tokyo – is one of the three major financial centers in the world, and the center of all financial activity within London is the London Stock Exchange (LSE).


The LSE was founded in 1760 by a group of brokers who were kicked out of the Royal Exchange.  The original meeting place (like the New York Stock Exchange) was a coffee house.  The exchange eventually came to be housed within its own building.


The biggest recent change to the LSE came in 1986 with the so-called ‘Big Bang’ in which the exchange was de-regulated.  De-regulation is the process in which the laws governing something are greatly relaxed and the government is given less control.  The de-regulation of the LSE meant that more companies could more easily enter into the exchange and more investors could buy and sell the shares offered by these companies.


The LSE officially became a “regulated” exchange in 1801 and therefore celebrated its 200th anniversary in 2001.

Two worksheets – one including a grid to be used by the students during the exercise, and another containing the results (FOR THE TEACHER ONLY) – are included at the back of the course plan.
In-class Exercise Page #32


Distribute a grid to each student present.  The teacher should draw the same grid on the blackboard.  When each student has one, the teacher explains how the exercise will work.


Each student will begin with 1000 pounds.  The teacher writes the beginning prices on the board under each stock.  The student must then spend as much money as he or she wants on whichever stocks that he or she desires.  The remaining money goes in the remainder column.  For example a student can buy 20 shares of Microsoft (400 pounds), 20 shares of Lloyd’s (300 pounds), and 60 shares of Manchester (300 pounds).  In this case, he or she has used all of the original 1000 pounds, and nothing goes in the remainder column.  All students begin in the morning of day 1 row.  A student doesn’t have to buy any stocks if he or she doesn’t want to.  They can put all 1000 pounds in the remainder column if they want to.


Next, the teacher reads the results for day one and writes the new totals on the board.  The students must adjust their totals based on how many shares that they own and figure out the new results.  Using the example in the previous paragraph, someone with 20 shares of Microsoft, 20 shares of Lloyds, and 60 shares of Manchester would then have a value of 320 pounds (20 shares multiplied by a new value of 16 pounds per share) for Microsoft, 300 pounds for Lloyd’s (the value went unchanged), and 420 pounds (60 shares multiplied by a new value of 7 pounds per share) for Manchester.  These totals are written in the afternoon of day 1 row.


After everyone has completed their new totals for the afternoon of day 1 row, the students are then allowed to adjust the numbers of shares that they have of each stock.  However, they are only allowed to use the amount of money that they had after the calculated the amount on the afternoon of day 1.  Using the example from before, the person with 20 shares of Microsoft, 20 shares of Lloyd’s, and 60 shares of Manchester has a total of 940 pounds to use on day 2.  Again, a student may move as much money from one place to another as they like and, again, may put all of their money in the remainder column if they desire.  This process keeps up for five ‘days’ of trading.  The teacher should help the students make sure that all of their totals are correct before moving onto the next ‘day.’  At the end of the exercise, the student with the largest amount of money is the winner.


The point of the exercise is to familiarize the students with how speculation works and that the news that companies release to the public influences the respective prices of their stocks.  Any stock market (London, New York, Tokyo, or anywhere else) is a form of legalized gambling.  Some students will have more than 1000 pounds when the exercise is over, and some students may have much less.  Some students may have chose to put large amounts of money in the ‘remainder’ column (the same as keeping it in your pocket – the amount doesn’t grow or lessen).  Ask them why they chose to do what they did.


The students should paste the exercise into page #32 of their interactive textbooks when they are done.

*Note – This is the final lesson of the course plan.  The lessons that are included from here are two review games (meant to occupy one class period each) and a final exam based on the information covered.
Lesson #17


This lesson consists of the review game jeopardy, included below.  The teacher should draw the grid below on the board but not the questions or answers.  This should be done before class begins.


To play, the students should be divided into three teams.  Each team chooses a captain.  One team is allowed to choose from the categories and point values on the board (People/200, Places/100, Miscellaneous (can be anything)/500, etc.).  Any category and value can be chosen at any time.  Once a category and point value is chosen, the teacher reads the clue (the top part on the answer key) to the class.  The first team whose captain raises his or her hand is given the opportunity to answer (the students may use their interactive textbooks).  If they are correct, they receive the value of the question.  If they are incorrect, they lose that many points (jeopardy means to take a risk or to gamble).  The team that gets the answer right gets to choose the next category and point value.  If no one answers correctly, the team that chose last gets to choose again.


The team with the highest total of points at the end of the game (when all of the questions have been read) wins.

	
	PEOPLE
	PLACES
	TERMS
	DATES
	MISCELLANEOUS

	100
	He served as Prime Minister twice.

Winston Churchill
	William the Conqueror came from this area of France.

Normandy
	Mary Tudor’s nickname.

‘Bloody’ Mary
	England was founded in this year.

1066
	The population of London.

Eight million

	200
	She was William the Conqueror’s only daughter.

Adela
	The location of the ‘big bang’ in 1986.

London Stock Exchange
	Henry VIII gave himself this title in 1534.

Supreme Head
	The year in which the London Stock Exchange celebrated its 200th birthday.

2001
	Laws are also called this in Britain.

Acts of Parliament

	300
	He was the head of the country that attacked England during the ‘Battle of Briton.”

Adolf Hitler
	This section of Britain contains the ‘highlands.’

Scotland
	Another name for (collectively) the Jutes, Saxons, and Anglos.

Vikings
	This year was the end of Elizabeth I’s reign.

1603
	This is the name of the document that King John and the barons who opposed him agreed on in June of 1215.

Magna Carta

	400
	The patron saint of Ireland and the name of a holiday that is recognized in America because of the large number of people there with Irish blood.

St. Patrick
	Protestants in this country celebrate ‘Orange Day.’

Ireland
	This term is applied to the relaxing of government control over an industry or area.

De-regulation
	The year of the publication of Milton’s Paradise Lost.

1665
	This poet/painter rebel’s works can be found at the Tate Gallery.

William Blake

	500
	Scotland’s national poet.

Robert Burns
	This is the address of the Prime Minister’s residence.

10 Downing Street
	In 2001, the United Kingdom’s was 1.36 trillion dollars.

Gross Domestic Product
	The year in which Sir Winston Churchill’s political career began.

1900

(he gained his first seat in Parliament)
	He escaped a plot to blow up Parliament with him in it.

James I
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(1) London’s biggest woe and the reason for a eight dollar charge for entering the city.

(2) The official name for the country consisting of Wales, Scotland, England, and Northern Ireland.

(3) “The __________ never set on the British Empire.”

(4) Southern Ireland was granted this special status after WWI which was one of the first steps to its eventual independence.

(5) He is London’s current mayor.

(6) The British government provides welfare and __________ to its people.

(7) The approximate population of London.

(8) There are one million people of this religious faith in the United Kingdom.

(9) The German attempt, in the summer of 1940, to destroy British airplane factories is known as this.

(10) The UK’s greatest twentieth-century diplomat.

(11) The holiday on the day after Christmas.

(12) This is the area where most of the jobs in the British economy are concentrated.

(13) These types of geographical features are located primarily in the north of Great Britain.

(14) He was invited back to the throne after Cromwell died.

(15) The name given to the time when England had no king.

(16) Probably the most famous poem written in England during the seventeenth-century.

(17) Elizabeth professed to be of this religion to please her half-sister, ‘Bloody’ Mary Tudor.

(18) Elizabeth’s nickname.

(19) These were places for the elderly established under Elizabeth’s reign.

(20) The most famous document in British history.

(21) The process during which only minor changes can be made to a bill in the House of Commons.

(22) The only daughter of William the Conqueror.

(23) Thomas Becket was the most famous Archbishop of this Cathedral.

(24) The Rosetta Stone is housed here.

(25) All of England’s past monarchs are buried here.

NAME:___________________

FINAL EXAM

(I) Circle the letter of the correct answer.

(1) He gave himself title of ‘Supreme Head’ of the Anglican Church in 1534.


(a) Henry VIII   (b) Richard the Lionhearted   (c) Henry II   (d) Oliver Cromwell

(2) The de-regulation of the London Stock Exchange in 1986 is also known as:


(a) “the great white hope”   (b) “the big bang”   (c) “the save”   (d) “the money pit”

(3) The period where England was without a king is known as the:


(a) break   (b) twenty years of absence   (c) interregnum   (d) Cromwell

(4) A British law, once passed by the Houses of Lords and Commons, is also known as:


(a) act of parliament   (b) bill   (c) amendment   (d) right

(5) The population of London is approximately __________ million people.


(a) twenty   (b) four   (c) ten   (d) eight

(6) Canterbury’s most famous archbishop (who was killed one night by the king’s men) was:


(a) the Earl of Rochester   (b) Thomas Becket   (c) John Wilmot   (d) Oliver Cromwell

(7) These early rulers of Britain were excellent architects and city planners.


(a) Romans   (b) Jutes   (c) Saxons   (d) Vikings

(8) William the Conqueror was actually from this modern-day country.


(a) Norway   (b) France   (c) Denmark   (d) Sweden

(9) This document was written because a group of noblemen were not satisfied with King John’s rule.


(a) The Bill of Rights   (b) the English Constitution   (c) the Magna Carta   (d) the Magnum Appeal

(10) Shakespeare, Marlowe, Spenser, and Johnson all wrote during this queen’s reign.


(a) ‘Bloody’ Mary   (b) Elizabeth   (c) Mary of Orange   (d) Adela

(II) Write the answer to each statement in the space beside it.

(1) This is the stage during which only minor changes can be made to a bill.


(1)___________________

(2) This is where the queen of England currently lives.




(2)___________________

(3) He was invited back to the throne after Oliver Cromwell died.



(3)___________________

(4) Because Scotland is the more mountainous part of Britain, it is sometimes referred to as this. 
(4)___________________

(5) The largest percent of employment in the UK can be found in this sector of the economy.
(5)___________________

(6) He was the greatest statesman of the World War II era in the United Kingdom.

(6)___________________

(7) This is the British Holiday that comes the day after Christmas.



(7)___________________

(8) According to an old saying, this never set on the British Empire.



(8)___________________

(9) This man’s plan to charge people $8 to drive inside of London began on February 17th of this
(9)___________________

     year.

(10) This was the name of William and Mary’s arrival to England in 1688/89.


(10)__________________

(III) Short Composition.  Choose one person that we have studied in British history this year that has interested you the most and explain why.  You must name at least three characteristics that that person possessed and explain how he or she possessed them (example: so and so is a brave man because he fought in many battles). 
Lesson #2

London Tourism Exercise
	What?
	How much?
	What’s there?

	National Gallery
	Free
	Thousands of works of art by people like Turner, Gainsborough, Rubens, and Titian.

	Westminster Abbey
	2 pounds
	The graves of all of England’s past monarchs.

	British Museum
	Free
	Mummies, The Rosetta Stone

	London Tower
	5 pounds
	Crown Jewels, Torture Machines

	St. Paul’s Cathedral
	2 pounds
	Museum about World War II and German bombing of the city, a beautiful view of London

	Zoo
	3 pounds
	Wild Animals

	Buckingham Palace
	Free
	Changing of the Royal Guard

	Tate Gallery
	Free
	Works by contemporary artists, William Blake, Turner

	Big Ben & Parliament
	Free
	Big Ben & Parliament


You have the day to spend in London, but you must do it on a shoestring budget.  You have only ten pounds, but you have packed food for the day – so you don’t have to worry about that.  To get from place to place, you must take either the Metro (Undergroud) or a taxi.  Taxi’s are £1.50 and take only ten minutes, while the Metro is 50 pence (£0.50), but it takes and hour.  Decide where you will go and why.

Your day is twelve hours long.  You may begin at your first destination without paying for transportation to get there.

Lesson #5

(2) If any earl, baron, or other person that holds lands directly of the Crown, for military service, shall die, and at his death his heir shall be of full age and owe a `relief', the heir shall have his inheritance on payment of the ancient scale of `relief'. That is to say, the heir or heirs of an earl shall pay £100 for the entire earl's barony, the heir or heirs of a knight l00s. at most for the entire knight's `fee', and any man that owes less shall pay less, in accordance with the ancient usage of `fees'

(13) The city of London shall enjoy all its ancient liberties and free customs, both by land and by water. We also will and grant that all other cities, boroughs, towns, and ports shall enjoy all their liberties and free customs.

(17) Ordinary lawsuits shall not follow the royal court around, but shall be held in a fixed place.

(20) For a trivial offence, a free man shall be fined only in proportion to the degree of his offence, and for a serious offence correspondingly, but not so heavily as to deprive him of his livelihood. In the same way, a merchant shall be spared his merchandise, and a husbandman the implements of his husbandry, if they fall upon the mercy of a royal court. None of these fines shall be imposed except by the assessment on oath of reputable men of the neighbourhood. 

(24) No sheriff, constable, coroners, or other royal officials are to hold lawsuits that should be held by the royal justices. 

(30) No sheriff, royal official, or other person shall take horses or carts for transport from any free man, without his consent. 

(32) We will not keep the lands of people convicted of felony in our hand for longer than a year and a day, after which they shall be returned to the lords of the `fees' concerned. 

(35) There shall be standard measures of wine, ale, and corn (the London quarter), throughout the kingdom. There shall also be a standard width of dyed cloth, russett, and haberject, namely two ells within the selvedges. Weights are to be standardised similarly.

(40) To no one will we sell, to no one deny or delay right or justice. 

Lesson #10

Russia

	GDP:
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purchasing power parity - $1.35 trillion (2002 est.) 

	GDP - real growth rate:
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4.2% (2002 est.) 

	GDP - per capita:
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purchasing power parity - $9,300 (2002 est.) 

	GDP - composition by sector:
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agriculture: 5.8% 
industry: 34.6% 
services: 59.6% (2002 est.) 

	Population below poverty line:
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25% (2002 est.) 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
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lowest 10%: 5.9% 
highest 10%: 47% (2001) 


United States

	GDP:
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purchasing power parity - $10.4 trillion (2002 est.) 

	GDP - real growth rate:
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2.45% (2002 est.) 

	GDP - per capita:
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purchasing power parity - $37,600 (2002 est.) 

	GDP - composition by sector:
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agriculture: 2% 
industry: 18% 
services: 80% (2002) 

	Population below poverty line:
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12.7% (2001 est.) 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
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lowest 10%: 1.8% 
highest 10%: 30.5% (1997) 


Rwanda

	GDP:
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purchasing power parity - $9 billion (2002 est.) 

	GDP - real growth rate:
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4% (2002 est.) 

	GDP - per capita:
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purchasing power parity - $1,200 (2002 est.) 

	GDP - composition by sector:
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agriculture: 45% 
industry: 20% 
services: 35% (2002 est.) 

	Population below poverty line:
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60% (2001 est.) 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
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lowest 10%: 4.2% 
highest 10%: 24.2% (1985) 


Belarus

	GDP:
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purchasing power parity - $9 billion (2002 est.) 

	GDP - real growth rate:
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4% (2002 est.) 

	GDP - per capita:
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purchasing power parity - $1,200 (2002 est.) 

	GDP - composition by sector:
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agriculture: 45% 
industry: 20% 
services: 35% (2002 est.) 

	Population below poverty line:
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60% (2001 est.) 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
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lowest 10%: 4.2% 
highest 10%: 24.2% (1985) 


Lesson #14

Statistics for Ukraine corresponding to Lesson #14
Population: 48,055,439

Population Growth Rate: -0.69%

Life Expectancy: 66.5 years

HIV/AIDS Infection Rate: 1%

Religions:
Orthodox – 33 million



Roman Catholic – unavailable



Muslim - unavailable

Lesson #16

London Stock Exchange Exercise Results

	Day
	Mircosoft (news/ price per share)
	Lloyd’s (news/ price per share)
	Manchester United FC (news/ price per share)

	Beginning
	20
	15
	5

	1
	Anti-trust lawsuit filed against Microsoft in British Court/ 16
	15
	Manchester wins Champions league semi-final/ 6

	2
	15
	World Trade Center attack – Lloyd’s a major insurer/ 8
	7

	3
	17
	8
	Manchester wins Champions league final/  9

	4
	Microsoft released Windows XP to great reviews/ 21
	7
	10

	5
	Microsoft lawsuit dropped/ 25
	Lloyd’s awarded relief settlement/ 12
	Manchester publishes profit report – shows major losses/ 6


Lesson #16

	
	MICROSOFT
	LLOYD’S
	MANCHSETER UNITED FC

	
	# of shares
	Total value
	# of shares
	Total value
	# of shares
	Total value
	Remainder (money left over)

	Day 1 (morning)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 1 (afternoon)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 2 (morning)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 2 (afternoon)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 3 (morning)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 3 (afternoon)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 4 (morning)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 4 (afternoon)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 5 (morning)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 5 (afternoon)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ADDITIONAL

MATERIALS
	United Kingdom

	 


	

                                




	

	 

 

Background:
Great Britain, the dominant industrial and maritime power of the 19th century, played a leading role in developing parliamentary democracy and in advancing literature and science. At its zenith, the British Empire stretched over one-fourth of the earth's surface. The first half of the 20th century saw the UK's strength seriously depleted in two World Wars. The second half witnessed the dismantling of the Empire and the UK rebuilding itself into a modern and prosperous European nation. As one of five permanent members of the UN Security Council, a founding member of NATO, and of the Commonwealth, the UK pursues a global approach to foreign policy; it currently is weighing the degree of its integration with continental Europe. A member of the EU, it chose to remain outside of the European Monetary Union for the time being. Constitutional reform is also a significant issue in the UK. Regional assemblies with varying degrees of power opened in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland in 1999.
 

 



	Geography

	Location:
Western Europe, islands including the northern one-sixth of the island of Ireland between the North Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea, northwest of France
Geographic coordinates:
54 00 N, 2 00 W
Map references:
Europe
Area:
total: 244,820 sq km

land: 241,590 sq km

water: 3,230 sq km

note: includes Rockall and Shetland Islands
Area — comparative:
slightly smaller than Oregon
Land boundaries:
total: 360 km

border countries: Ireland 360 km
Coastline:
12,429 km
Maritime claims:
continental shelf: as defined in continental shelf orders or in accordance with agreed upon boundaries

exclusive fishing zone: 200 NM

territorial sea: 12 NM
Climate:
temperate; moderated by prevailing southwest winds over the North Atlantic Current; more than one-half of the days are overcast
Terrain:
mostly rugged hills and low mountains; level to rolling plains in east and southeast
Elevation extremes:
lowest point: Fenland -4 m

highest point: Ben Nevis 1,343 m
Natural resources:
coal, petroleum, natural gas, tin, limestone, iron ore, salt, clay, chalk, gypsum, lead, silica, arable land
Land Use:
arable land: 25%

permanent crops: 0%

permanent pastures: 46%

forests and woodland: 10%

other: 19% (1993 est.)
Irrigated land:
1,080 sq km (1993 est.)
Natural Hazards:
NA
Environment — current issues:
continues to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (has meet Kyoto Protocol target of a 12.5% reduction from 1990 levels and hopes to reduce even more); small particulate emissions, largely from vehicular traffic, remain a problem; solid waste continues to rise and recycling is very limited
Environment — international agreements:
party to: Air Pollution, Air Pollution-Nitrogen Oxides, Air Pollution-Sulphur 94, Air Pollution-Volatile Organic Compounds, Antarctic-Environmental Protocol, Antarctic-Marine Living Resources, Antarctic Seals, Antarctic Treaty, Biodiversity, Climate Change, Desertification, Endangered Species, Environmental Modification, Hazardous Wastes, Law of the Sea, Marine Dumping, Marine Life Conservation, Nuclear Test Ban, Ozone Layer Protection, Ship Pollution, Tropical Timber 83, Tropical Timber 94, Wetlands, Whaling

signed, but not ratified: Air Pollution-Persistent Organic Pollutants, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol
Geography — note:
lies near vital North Atlantic sea lanes; only 35 km from France and now linked by tunnel under the English Channel; because of heavily indented coastline, no location is more than 125 km from tidal waters


	 

	People

	Population:
59,647,790 (July 2001 est.)
Age structure:
0-14 years: 18.89% (male 5,778,415; female 5,486,114)

15-64 years: 65.41% (male 19,712,932; female 19,304,771)

65 years and over: 15.7% (male 3,895,921; female 5,469,637) (2001 est.)
Population growth rate:
0.23% (2001 est.)
Birth rate:
11.54 births/1,000 population (2001 est.)
Death rate:
10.35 deaths/1,000 population (2001 est.)
Net migration rate:
1.07 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2001 est.)
Sex ratio:
at birth: 1.05 male(s)/female

under 15 years: 1.05 male(s)/female

15-64 years: 1.02 male(s)/female

65 years and over: 0.71 male(s)/female

total population: 0.97 male(s)/female (2001 est.)
Infant mortality rate:
5.54 deaths/1,000 live births (2001 est.)
Life expectancy at birth:
total population: 77.82 years

male: 75.13 years

female: 80.66 years (2001 est.)
Total fertility rate:
1.73 children born/woman (2001 est.)
HIV/AIDS — adult prevalence rate:
0.11% (1999 est.)
HIV/AIDS — people living with HIV/AIDS:
31,000 (1999 est.)
HIV/AIDS — deaths:
450 (1999 est.)
Nationality:
noun: Briton(s), British (collective plural)

adjective: British
Ethnic groups:
English 81.5%, Scottish 9.6%, Irish 2.4%, Welsh 1.9%, Ulster 1.8%, West Indian, Indian, Pakistani, and other 2.8%
Religions:
Anglican 27 million, Roman Catholic 9 million, Muslim 1 million, Presbyterian 800,000, Methodist 760,000, Sikh 400,000, Hindu 350,000, Jewish 300,000 (1991 est.)
Languages:
English, Welsh (about 26% of the population of Wales), Scottish form of Gaelic (about 60,000 in Scotland)
Literacy:
definition: age 15 and over has completed five or more years of schooling

total population: 99% (1978 est.)

male: NA%

female: NA%


	 

	Government

	Country name:
conventional long form: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

conventional short form: United Kingdom

abbreviation: UK
Government type:
constitutional monarchy
Capital:
London
Administrative divisions:
England - 47 boroughs, 36 counties*, 29 London boroughs**, 12 cities and boroughs***, 10 districts****, 12 cities, 3 royal boroughs*; Barking and Dagenham**, Barnet**, Barnsley, Bath and North East Somerset****, Bedfordshire*, Bexley**, Birmingham***, Blackburn with Darwen, Blackpool, Bolton, Bournemouth, Bracknell Forest, Bradford***, Brent**, Brighton and Hove, City of Bristol, Bromley**, Buckinghamshire*, Bury, Calderdale, Cambridgeshire*, Camden**, Cheshire*, Cornwall*, Coventry***, Croydon**, Cumbria*, Darlington, Derby, Derbyshire*, Devon*, Doncaster, Dorset*, Dudley, Durham*, Ealing**, East Riding of Yorkshire****, East Sussex*, Enfield**, Essex*, Gateshead, Gloucestershire*, Greenwich**, Hackney**, Halton, Hammersmith and Fulham**, Hampshire*, Haringey**, Harrow**, Hartlepool, Havering**, Herefordshire*, Hertfordshire*, Hillingdon**, Hounslow**, Isle of Wight*, Islington**, Kensington and Chelsea*, Kent*, City of Kingston upon Hull, Kingston upon Thames*, Kirklees, Knowsley, Lambeth**, Lancashire*, Leeds***, Leicester, Leicestershire*, Lewisham**, Lincolnshire*, Liverpool***, City of London, Luton, Manchester***, Medway, Merton**, Middlesbrough, Milton Keynes, Newcastle upon Tyne***, Newham**, Norfolk*, Northamptonshire*, North East Lincolnshire****, North Lincolnshire****, North Somerset****, North Tyneside, Northumberland*, North Yorkshire*, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire*, Oldham, Oxfordshire*, Peterborough, Plymouth, Poole, Portsmouth, Reading, Redbridge**, Redcar and Cleveland, Richmond upon Thames**, Rochdale, Rotherham, Rutland****, Salford***, Shropshire*, Sandwell, Sefton, Sheffield***, Slough, Solihull, Somerset*, Southampton, Southend-on-Sea, South Gloucestershire****, South Tyneside, Southwark**, Staffordshire*, St. Helens, Stockport, Stockton-on-Tees, Stoke-on-Trent, Suffolk*, Sunderland***, Surrey*, Sutton**, Swindon, Tameside, Telford and Wrekin****, Thurrock, Torbay, Tower Hamlets**, Trafford, Wakefield***, Walsall, Waltham Forest**, Wandsworth**, Warrington, Warwickshire*, West Berkshire****, Westminster***, West Sussex*, Wigan, Wiltshire*, Windsor and Maidenhead*, Wirral, Wokingham****, Wolverhampton, Worcestershire*, York; Northern Ireland - 24 districts, 2 cities*; Antrim, Ards, Armagh, Ballymena, Ballymoney, Banbridge, Belfast*, Carrickfergus, Castlereagh, Coleraine, Cookstown, Craigavon, Down, Dungannon, Fermanagh, Larne, Limavady, Lisburn, Derry*, Magherafelt, Moyle, Newry and Mourne, Newtownabbey, North Down, Omagh, Strabane; Scotland - 32 council areas; Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Argyll and Bute, The Scottish Borders, Clackmannanshire, Dumfries and Galloway, Dundee City, East Ayrshire, East Dunbartonshire, East Lothian, East Renfrewshire, City of Edinburgh, Falkirk, Fife, Glasgow City, Highland, Inverclyde, Midlothian, Moray, North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Orkney Islands, Perth and Kinross, Renfrewshire, Shetland Islands, South Ayrshire, South Lanarkshire, Stirling, West Dunbartonshire, Eilean Siar (Western Isles), West Lothian; Wales - 11 county boroughs, 9 counties*, 2 cities and counties**; Isle of Anglesey*, Blaenau Gwent, Bridgend, Caerphilly, Cardiff**, Ceredigion*, Carmarthenshire*, Conwy, Denbighshire*, Flintshire*, Gwynedd, Merthyr Tydfil, Monmouthshire*, Neath Port Talbot, Newport, Pembrokeshire*, Powys*, Rhondda Cynon Taff, Swansea**, Torfaen, The Vale of Glamorgan*, Wrexham
Independence:
England has existed as a unified entity since the 10th century; the union between England and Wales was enacted under the Statute of Rhuddlan in 1284; in the Act of Union of 1707, England and Scotland agreed to permanent union as Great Britain; the legislative union of Great Britain and Ireland was implemented in 1801, with the adoption of the name the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; the Anglo-Irish treaty of 1921 formalized a partition of Ireland; six northern Irish counties remained part of the United Kingdom as Northern Ireland and the current name of the country, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, was adopted in 1927
Dependent areas:
Anguilla, Bermuda, British Indian Ocean Territory, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Guernsey, Jersey, Isle of Man, Montserrat, Pitcairn Islands, Saint Helena, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, Turks and Caicos Islands
National holiday:
Birthday of Queen ELIZABETH II, celebrated on the second Saturday in June (1926)
Constitution:
unwritten; partly statutes, partly common law and practice
Legal system:
common law tradition with early Roman and modern continental influences; no judicial review of Acts of Parliament; accepts compulsory ICJ jurisdiction, with reservations; British courts and legislation are increasingly subject to review by European Union courts
Suffrage:
18 years of age; universal
Executive branch:
chief of state: Queen ELIZABETH II (since 6 February 1952); Heir Apparent Prince CHARLES (son of the queen, born 14 November 1948)

head of government: Prime Minister Anthony C. L. (Tony) BLAIR (since 2 May 1997)

cabinet: Cabinet of Ministers appointed by the prime minister

elections: none; the monarch is hereditary; the prime minister is the leader of the majority party in the House of Commons (assuming there is no majority party, a prime minister would have a majority coalition or at least a coalition that was not rejected by the majority)
Legislative branch:
bicameral Parliament comprised of House of Lords (consists of approximately 500 life peers, 92 hereditary peers and 26 clergy) and House of Commons (659 seats; members are elected by popular vote to serve five-year terms unless the House is dissolved earlier)

elections: House of Lords - no elections (some proposals for further reform include elections); House of Commons - last held 7 June 2001 (next to be held by NA May 2006)

election results: House of Commons - percent of vote by party - NA%; seats by party - Labor 412, Conservative and Unionist 166, Liberal Democrat 52, other 29

note: in 1998 elections were held for a Northern Ireland Parliament (because of unresolved disputes among existing parties, the transfer of power from London to Northern Ireland came only at the end of 1999 and was rescinded in February 2000); in 1999 there were elections for a new Scottish Parliament and a new Welsh Assembly
Judicial branch:
House of Lords (highest court of appeal; several Lords of Appeal in Ordinary are appointed by the monarch for life); Supreme Courts of England, Wales, and Northern Ireland (comprising the Courts of Appeal, the High Courts of Justice, and the Crown Courts); Scotland's Court of Session and Court of the Justiciary
Political parties and leaders:
Conservative and Unionist Party [William HAGUE]; Democratic Unionist Party (Northern Ireland) [Rev. Ian PAISLEY]; Labor Party [Anthony (Tony) Blair]; Liberal Democrats [Charles KENNEDY]; Party of Wales (Plaid Cymru) [Ieuan Wyn JONES]; Scottish National Party or SNP [John SWINNEY]; Sinn Fein (Northern Ireland) [Gerry ADAMS]; Social Democratic and Labor Party or SDLP (Northern Ireland) [John HUME]; Ulster Unionist Party (Northern Ireland) [David TRIMBLE]
Political pressure groups and leaders:
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament; Confederation of British Industry; National Farmers' Union; Trades Union Congress
International organization participation:
AfDB, AsDB, Australia Group, BIS, C, CCC, CDB (non-regional), CE, CERN, EAPC, EBRD, ECA (associate), ECE, ECLAC, EIB, ESA, ESCAP, EU, FAO, G- 5, G- 7, G-10, IADB, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC, ICFTU, ICRM, IDA, IEA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, IHO, ILO, IMF, IMO, Inmarsat, Intelsat, Interpol, IOC, IOM (observer), ISO, ITU, MONUC, NAM (guest), NATO, NEA, NSG, OAS (observer), OECD, OPCW, OSCE, PCA, SPC, UN, UN Security Council, UNAMSIL, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNFICYP, UNHCR, UNIDO, UNIKOM, UNMIBH, UNMIK, UNOMIG, UNRWA, UNTAET, UNU, UPU, WCL, WEU, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTrO, ZC
Diplomatic representation in the US:
chief of mission: Ambassador Sir Christopher J. R. MEYER

chancery: 3100 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20008

telephone: [1] (202) 588-6500

FAX: [1] (202) 588-7870

consulate(s) general: Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Houston, Los Angeles, New York, and San Francisco

consulate(s): Dallas, Denver, Miami, Orlando (reports to Atlanta), San Juan, and Seattle
Diplomatic representation from the US:
chief of mission: Ambassador Philip LADER

embassy: 24/31 Grosvenor Square, London, W1A1AE

mailing address: PSC 801, Box 40, FPO AE 09498-4040

telephone: [44] (0) 207499-9000 (switchboard)

FAX: [44] (171) 409-1637

consulate(s) general: Belfast, Edinburgh
Flag description:
blue with the red cross of Saint George (patron saint of England) edged in white superimposed on the diagonal red cross of Saint Patrick (patron saint of Ireland) and which is superimposed on the diagonal white cross of Saint Andrew (patron saint of Scotland); known as the Union Flag or Union Jack; the design and colors (especially the Blue Ensign) have been the basis for a number of other flags including other Commonwealth countries and their constituent states or provinces, as well as British overseas territories


	 

	Economy

	Economy — overview:
The UK, a leading trading power and financial center, deploys an essentially capitalistic economy, one of the quartet of trillion dollar economies of Western Europe. Over the past two decades the government has greatly reduced public ownership and contained the growth of social welfare programs. Agriculture is intensive, highly mechanized, and efficient by European standards, producing about 60% of food needs with only 1% of the labor force. The UK has large coal, natural gas, and oil reserves; primary energy production accounts for 10% of GDP, one of the highest shares of any industrial nation. Services, particularly banking, insurance, and business services, account by far for the largest proportion of GDP while industry continues to decline in importance. The economy has grown steadily, at just above or below 3%, for the last several years. The BLAIR government has put off the question of participation in the euro system until after the next election, in June of 2001; Chancellor of the Exchequer BROWN has identified some key economic tests to determine whether the UK should join the common currency system, but it will largely be a political decision. A serious short-term problem is foot-and-mouth disease, which by early 2001 had broken out in nearly 600 farms and slaughterhouses and had resulted in the killing of 400,000 animals.
GDP:
purchasing power parity - $1.36 trillion (2000 est.)
GDP — real growth rate:
3% (2000 est.)
GDP — per capita:
purchasing power parity - $22,800 (2000 est.)
GDP — composition by sector:
agriculture: 1.7%

industry: 24.9%

services: 73.4% (1999)
Population below poverty line:
17%
Household income or consumption by percentage share:
lowest 10%: 2.6%

highest 10%: 27.3% (1991)
Inflation rate (consumer prices):
2.4% (2000 est.)
Labor force:
29.2 million (1999)
Labor force — by occupation:
agriculture 1%, industry 19%, services 80% (1996 est.)
Unemployment rate:
5.5% (2000 est.)
Budget:
revenues: $555.2 billion

expenditures: $510.8 billion, including capital expenditures of $37.7 billion (FY00)
Industries:
machine tools, electric power equipment, automation equipment, railroad equipment, shipbuilding, aircraft, motor vehicles and parts, electronics and communications equipment, metals, chemicals, coal, petroleum, paper and paper products, food processing, textiles, clothing, and other consumer goods
Industrial production growth rate:
2% (2000)
Electricity — production:
342.771 billion kWh (1999)
Electricity — production by source:
fossil fuel: 69.38%

hydro: 1.55%

nuclear: 26.68%

other: 2.39% (1999)
Electricity — consumption:
333.012 billion kWh (1999)
Electricity — exports:
265 million kWh (1999)
Electricity — imports:
14.5 billion kWh (1999)
Agriculture — products:
cereals, oilseed, potatoes, vegetables; cattle, sheep, poultry; fish
Exports:
$282 billion (f.o.b., 2000)
Exports — commodities:
manufactured goods, fuels, chemicals; food, beverages, tobacco
Exports — partners:
EU 58% (Germany 12%, France 10%, Netherlands 8%), US 15% (1999)
Imports:
$324 billion (f.o.b., 2000)
Imports — commodities:
manufactured goods, machinery, fuels; foodstuffs
Imports — partners:
EU 53% (Germany 14%, France 9%, Netherlands 7%), US 13%, Japan 5% (1999)
Debt — external:
$NA
Economic aid — donor:
ODA, $3.4 billion (1997)
Currency:
British pound (GBP)
Currency code:
GBP
Exchange rates:
British pounds per US dollar - 0.6764 (January 2001), 0.6596 (2000), 0.6180 (1999), 0.6037 (1998), 0.6106 (1997), 0.6403 (1996)
Fiscal year:
1 April - 31 March


	 

	Communications

	Telephones — main lines in use:
34.878 million (1997)
Telephones — mobile cellular:
13 million (yearend 1998)
Telephone system:
general assessment: technologically advanced domestic and international system

domestic: equal mix of buried cables, microwave radio relay, and fiber-optic systems

international: 40 coaxial submarine cables; satellite earth stations - 10 Intelsat (7 Atlantic Ocean and 3 Indian Ocean), 1 Inmarsat (Atlantic Ocean region), and 1 Eutelsat; at least 8 large international switching centers
Radio broadcast stations:
AM 219, FM 431, shortwave 3 (1998)
Radios:
84.5 million (1997)
Television broadcast stations:
228 (plus 3,523 repeaters) (1995)
Televisions:
30.5 million (1997)
Internet country code:
.uk
Internet Service Providers (ISPs):
245 (2000)
Internet users:
19.47 million (2000)


	 

	Transportation

	Railways:
total: 16,878 km

broad gauge: 342 km 1.600-m gauge (190 km double track); note - all 1.600-m gauge track, of which 342 km is in common carrier use, and is in Northern Ireland

standard gauge: 16,536 km 1.435-m gauge (4,928 km electrified; 12,591 km double or multiple track) (1996)
Highways:
total: 371,603 km

paved: 371,603 km (including 3,303 km of expressways)

unpaved: 0 km (1998 est.)
Waterways:
3,200 km
Pipelines:
crude oil (almost all insignificant) 933 km; petroleum products 2,993 km; natural gas 12,800 km
Ports and harbors:
Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Cardiff, Dover, Falmouth, Felixstowe, Glasgow, Grangemouth, Hull, Leith, Liverpool, London, Manchester, Peterhead, Plymouth, Portsmouth, Scapa Flow, Southampton, Sullom Voe, Tees, Tyne
Merchant marine:
total: 200 ships (1,000 GRT or over) totaling 3,934,776 GRT/3,760,240 DWT

ships by type: bulk 4, cargo 31, chemical tanker 11, combination ore/oil 1, container 47, liquefied gas 3, passenger 14, passenger/cargo 1, petroleum tanker 52, refrigerated cargo 4, roll on/roll off 19, short-sea passenger 10, specialized tanker 1, vehicle carrier 2

note: includes some foreign-owned ships registered here as a flag of convenience: Denmark 1 (2000 est.)
Airports:
489 (2000 est.)
Airports — with paved runways:
total: 349

over 3,047 m: 10

2,438 to 3,047 m: 33

1,524 to 2,437 m: 162

914 to 1,523 m: 89

under 914 m: 55 (2000 est.)
Airports — with unpaved runways:
total: 140

1,524 to 2,437 m: 1

914 to 1,523 m: 23

under 914 m: 116 (2000 est.)
Heliports:
11 (2000 est.)


	 

	Military

	Military branches:
Army, Royal Navy (includes Royal Marines), Royal Air Force
Military manpower — availability:
males age 15-49: 14,599,199 (2001 est.)
Military manpower — fit for military service:
males age 15-49: 12,139,930 (2001 est.)
Military expenditures — dollar figure:
$36.884 billion (FY97)
Military expenditures — percent of GDP:
2.7% (FY97)


	 

	Transnational Issues

	Disputes — international:
Northern Ireland issue with Ireland (historic peace agreement signed 10 April 1998); Gibraltar issue with Spain; Argentina claims Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas); Argentina claims South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands; Mauritius and the Seychelles claim Chagos Archipelago (UK-administered British Indian Ocean Territory); Rockall continental shelf dispute involving Denmark and Iceland; territorial claim in Antarctica (British Antarctic Territory) overlaps Argentine claim and partially overlaps Chilean claim; disputes with Iceland, Denmark, and Ireland over the Faroe Islands continental shelf boundary outside 200 NM
Illicit drugs:
gateway country for Latin American cocaine entering the European market; major consumer of synthetic drugs, producer of limited amounts of synthetic drugs and synthetic precursor chemicals; major consumer of Southwest Asian heroin; money-laundering center



The British Government: The Law Making Process
Information courtesy of The British Information Services 

Statute law consist of Acts of Parliament and delegated legislation made by Ministers under powers given to them by Act. While the law undergoes constant refinement in the courts, changes to statute law are made by Parliament. Draft laws take the form of parliamentary Bills. There are generally three types of Bills. 

1. Public Bills are those which change the general law and which constitute the significant part of the parliamentary legislative process.

2. Private Bills are those which affect the powers of particular bodies (such as local authorities) or the rights of individuals (such as certain proposals relating to railways, roads and harbors).

3. Hybrid Bills are public Bills which may affect private rights. The passage of private Bills and hybrid Bills through Parliament is governed by a special form of parliamentary procedure which allows those affected to put their case.

Public Bills can be introduced, in either House, by a government minister or by an ordinary member. Most public Bills that become Acts of Parliament are introduced by a government minister and are known as 'government Bills'. Before a government Bill is drafted, there may be consultation with organizations which are interested in the subject. Proposals for legislative changes are sometimes set out in government 'White Papers', which may be debated in Parliament before a Bill is introduced. From time to time consultation papers, sometimes called 'Green Papers', set out government proposals which are still taking shape and seek comments from the public. 

Private Members' Bills
Individual MPs have a number of opportunities to introduce Bills. Such Private Members' Bills often do not proceed very far, but a few become law each session. Peers may introduce private Members' Bills in the House of Lords at any time. A Private Members' Bill passed by either House will not proceed in the other House unless it is taken up by a member of that House. 

Passage of Public Bills
A draft law is given a first reading in the House of Commons without debate; this is followed by a thorough debate on general principles at second reading. It is then given detailed consideration, clause by clause, by a Commons committee before report stage in the whole House, during which further amendments may be considered. At the third reading a Bill is reviewed in its final form and may be debated again. The House of Lords has similar procedures. Bills must normally be passed by both Houses. They must then receive the Royal Assent before becoming Acts. In practice this is a formality. 

Delegated Legislation
In order to reduce unnecessary pressure on parliamentary time, primary legislation often gives ministers or other authorities the power to regulate administrative details by means of 'delegated' or secondary legislation. To minimize any risk that delegating powers to the executive might undermine the authority of Parliament, such powers are normally delegated only to authorities directly accountable to Parliament. Moreover, the Acts of Parliament concerned usually provide for some measure of direct parliamentary control over proposed delegated legislation, by giving Parliament the opportunity to affirm or annul it. 

A joint committee of both Houses reports on the technical propriety of these 'statutory instruments'. In order to save time on the floor of the House, the Commons also uses standing committees to debate the merits of instruments; actual decisions are taken by the House. The House of Lords has also appointed a Delegated Powers Scrutiny Committee which examines the appropriateness of the powers to make secondary legislation in Bills as they come before that House. 

The British Government: How Parliament Works
Information courtesy of The British Information Services 

The Houses of Parliament
Parliament, Britain's legislature, is made up of the House of Commons, the House of Lords and the Queen in her constitutional role. They meet together only on occasions of symbolic importance such as the state opening of parliament, when the Commons are summoned by the Queen to the House of Lords. The agreement of all three elements is normally required for legislation, but that of the Queen is given as a matter of course to Bills sent to her. 

Parliament can legislate for Britain as a whole, or for any part of the country. It can also legislate for the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, which are Crown dependencies and not part of Britain. They have local legislatures which make laws on the island affairs. 

As there are no legal restraints imposed by a written constitution, Parliament may legislate as it pleases, subject to Britain's obligations as a member of the European Union. It can make or change any law; and can overturn established conventions or turn them into law. It can even prolong its own life beyond the normal period without consulting the electorate. In practice, however, Parliament does not assert its supremacy in this way. Its members bear in mind the common law and normally act in accordance with precedent. The validity of an Act of Parliament, once passed, cannot be disputed in the law courts. The House of Commons is directly responsible to the electorate, and in this century the House of Lords has recognized the supremacy of the elected chamber. The system of party government helps to ensure that Parliament legislates with its responsibility to the electorate in mind. 

The Functions of Parliament
The main functions of Parliament are: 

1. to pass laws; 

2. to provide, by voting for taxation, the means of carrying on the work of the government; 

3. to scrutinize government policy and administration, including proposals for expenditure; and 

4. to debate the major issues of the day. 

In carrying out these functions Parliament helps to bring the relevant facts and issues before the electorate. By custom, Parliament is also informed before all important international treaties and agreements are ratified. The making of treaties is, however, a royal prerogative exercised on the advice of the Government and is not subject to parliamentary approval. 

The Meeting of Parliament
A Parliament has a maximum duration of five years, but in practice general elections are usually held before the end of this term. The maximum life has been prolonged by legislation in rare circumstances such as the two world wars. Parliament is dissolved and writs for a general election are ordered by the Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister. 

The life of a Parliament is divided into sessions. Each usually lasts for one year - normally beginning and ending in October or November. There are 'adjournments' at night, at weekends, at Christmas, Easter and the late Spring Bank Holiday, and during a long summer break usually starting in late July. The average number of 'sitting' days in a session is about 160 in the House of Commons and about 145 in the House of Lords. At the start of each session the Queen's speech to Parliament outlines the Government's policies and proposed legislative program. Each session is ended by prorogation. Parliament then 'stands prorogued' for about a week until the new session opens. 

Public Bills which have not been passed by the end of the session are lost. 

The House of Lords
The House of Lords consists of: 

1. all hereditary peers and peeresses of England, Scotland, Great Britain and the United Kingdom; 

2. life peers created to assist the House in its judicial duties (Lords of Appeal or 'law lords'); 

3. all other life peers; and 

4. the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the Bishops of London, Durham and Winchester, and the 21 senior bishops of the Church of England. 

Hereditary peerages carry a right to sit in the House provided holders establish their claim and are aged 21 years or over. However, anyone succeeding to a peerage many, within 12 months of succession, disclaim that peerage for his or her lifetime. Disclaimants lose their right to sit in the House but gain the right to vote and stand as candidates at parliamentary elections. Peerages, both hereditary and life, are created by the Sovereign on the advice of the Prime Minister. They are usually granted in recognition of service in politics or other walks of life or because one of the political parties wishes to have the recipient in the House of Lords. The House also provides a place in Parliament for people who offer useful advice, but do not wish to be involved in party politics. In addition, senior judges are given life peerages as Lords of Appeal. 

In mid-1994 there were 1,198 members of the House of Lords, including the two archbishops and 24 bishops. There were 758 hereditary peers who had succeeded to their titles, 15 hereditary peers who had had their titles conferred on them, including the Prince of Wales, and 399 life peers, of whom 21 were 'law lords'. Peers who attend the House - the average daily attendance is some 380 - receive no salary for their parliamentary work, but can claim for expenses incurred in attending the House (for which there are maximum daily rates), and certain travelling expenses. 

The House is presided over by the Lord Chancellor, who is ex-officio Speaker of the House. 

The House of Commons
The House of Commons consists of 651 Members of Parliament (MPs) directly elected by voters in each of Britain's 651 parliamentary constituencies. At present there are 62 women, three Asian and three black MPs. Of the 651 seats, 524 are for England, 38 for Wales, 72 for Scotland and 17 for Northern Ireland. 

General elections are held after a Parliament has been dissolved and a new one summoned by the Queen. When an MP dies or resigns, or is given a peerage, a by-election take place. Members are paid an annual salary of £33,189 - as of January 1995 - and an office costs allowance of up to £41,308. There are also a number of other allowances, including travel allowances, a supplement for London members and, for members with constituencies a long way from London, subsistence allowances and allowances for second homes. While we're on the subject of salaries, might as well list a few more. The salaries of misisters in the House of Commons range from £45,815 a year for junior ministers to £64,749 for Cabinet ministers. In the House of Lords salaries range from £38,894 for junior ministers to £52,260 for Cabinet ministers. The Prime Minister receives £78,292 and the Lord Chancellor £120,179. (The Leader of the Opposition receives £61,349 a year; two Opposition whips in the Commons and the Opposition Leader and Chief Whip in the Lords also receive salaries.) 

Officers of the House of Commons
The chief officer of the House of Commons is the Speaker, elected by MPs to preside over the House. Other officers include the three Deputy Speakers who are elected by the House on the nomination of the Government but are drawn from the Opposition as well as the government party. They, like the Speaker, neither speak nor vote other than in their official capacity. 

Permanent officers - who are not MPs - include the Clerk of the House of Commons, who is the principal adviser to the Speaker on the Commons' privileges and procedures, and the Sergeant-at-Arms, who waits on the Speaker, and is responsible for security. Other officers serve the House in the Library, and the Departments of the Official Report, Finance and Administration and Refreshment. 

Parliamentary Procedure
Parliamentary procedure is based on custom and precedent. The system of debate is similar in both Houses. Every subject starts off as a proposal or 'motion' by a member. After debate, the Speaker or Chairman 'puts the question' whether to agree with the motion or not. The question may be decided without voting, or by a simple majority vote. The main difference of procedure between the two Houses is that the Speaker or Chairman in the Lords has no powers of order; instead such matters are decided by the general feeling of the House. 

In the Commons the Speaker has full authority to enforce the rules of the House and must guard against the abuse of procedure and potect minority rights. The Speaker has discretion on whether to allow a motion to end discussion so that a matter may be put to the vote and has powers to put a stop to irrelevance and repetition in debate, and to save time in other ways. In cases of serious disorder the Speaker can adjourn or suspend the sitting. The Speaker can order members who have broken the rules of behavior of the House to leave the Chamber or can initiate their suspension for a period of days. 

The Speaker supervises voting in the Commons and announces the final results. In a tied vote the Speaker gives a casting vote, without expressing an opinion on the merits of the question. The voting procedure in the House of Lords is broadly similar, although the Lord Chancellor does not have a casting vote. 

MPs' Financial Interest
The Commons has a public register of MPs' financial interests. Members with financial interest in a debate in the House mut declare it when speaking. If the interest is direct, immediate and personal, the MP cannot vote on the issue. In other proceedings of the House or in dealings with other members, ministers or civil servants, MPs must also disclose any relevant financial interest. There is no register of financial interests in the Lords, but Lords speaking in a debate in which they have a direct interest are expected to declare it. 

Public Access to Parliamentary Proceedings
Proceedings of both Houses are normally public and visitors can watch the proceedings from the galleries of both chambers. The minutes and speeches are published daily in Hansard House of Commons and Hansard House of Lords the official report of debates. Each daily report also includes the answers to parliamentary questions put down for a written reply. The House of Commons also publishes a Weekly Information Bulletin which gives details about parliamentary affairs. Both Houses have information offices which prepare a variety of publications and answer enquiries from the public. And there is television and The Parliamentary Channel and, of course, government information on the web. 

The records of the Lords from 1497 and the Commons from 1547, together with the parliamentary and political papers of a number of former members of both Houses, are available to the public through the House of Lords Record Office. 

The proceedings of both Houses of Parliament may be broadcast on television and radio, either live or, more usually, in recorded or edited form. BBC Radio 4 is obligated to broadcast an impartial day-by-day account of proceedings when Parliament is in session. A weekly program covers the proceedings of the select committees on departmental affairs. Many other television and national and local radio programs cover parliamentary affairs. Complete coverage is available on cable television. Also, most national and regional newspapers have parliamentary correspondents. Several national daily newspapers present a daily summary of the previous day's proceedings. 

Important Events
  

1914 – 1918          First World War fought in Europe
  

1919                     Treaty of Versailles made with Germany
  

1933                     Hitler appointed Chancellor of Germany  
                 

1936                     Germany retakes Rhineland; 
                            Rome-Berlin Axis formed 
                            Germany signs pact with Japan 
  

1939                    Czechoslovakia taken by Germany 
                            Hitler invades Poland; 
                            Britain, France,Australia,India,New Zealand, 
                       South Africa and Canada declare war on Germany 
  

1940                     Germany attacks Holland, Belgium, and Luxembourg. 
                             Troops evacuated from Dunkirk 
                                   Germans enter Paris. 
                             Battle of Britain 
                             Start of "The Blitz" 

1941                      Barbarossa – German invasion of Russia; 
                             Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour brings USA into the war 
                                    U.S.A declare war on Japan 

1942                      Battle for Stalingrad halts German advance in Russia 

1943                      Battle of Kursk ends German advance in the East; 
                             "Dam-Busters raid by R.A.F. 
                             German forces and allies defeated in North Africa 

1944                       D-Day – Allied invasion of Normandy 
                                      "Battle of the Bulge" begins  (ends 1945) 

1945                       Fall of Berlin and death of Hitler; 
                                      Germans sign unconditional surrender 
                              Nazis have murdered 6 million Jews in the Holocaust; 
                                      Victory in Europe Day 
                              atomic bombs dropped on Japan; 
                              W.W.II ends.
Countdown to War
This is how Britain found out that they were at war. . .
At 11.15 a.m. on 3 September 1939, Britain's Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain made this radio announcement : 

"I am speaking to you now from the Cabinet Room at 10 Downing 
Street. This morning the British Ambassador in Berlin handed the German Government a final note, stating that unless we heard from them by 11 o'clock that they were prepared at once to withdraw their troops from Poland, a state of war would exist between us. I have to tell you that no such undertaking has been received and that consequently this country is at war with Germany."
    This announcement was not a big surprise to lots of the people who were listening because they were expecting war. 
   After losing the First World War (1914-1918), the Germans were made to sign the Treaty of Versailles. This said that Germany would have to pay for damage done during the war and that it could not keep a big army or any tanks, submarines or warplanes. Lots of people in Germany thought that this was too strict especially the Nazi party. The Nazis gained support in Germany by promising to break this treaty and make germany rich and powerful again. 
    Adolf Hitler came to power in 1933 in Germany and started to build up his army and his military units. In 1938 he took over Austria and Czechoslovakia and broke the treaty. Then on 1 September 1939, he moved his troops into Poland. This was when Britain and France declared war on Germany.  Britain had begun preparing for war well before it was declared. By then millions of gas masks had been given out to the public in case poison gas was dropped on the country. Also many children had been evacuated - sent away from the main cities to live in the countryside.
Dunkirk
Allied troops had advanced into Holland and Belgium but they were unable to stop the Germans invading France. On May 18th the Belgians surrendered. The British and French armies retreated to Dunkirk in the North of France. Every available fishing boat, pleasure boat and private yacht from the south of england came to rescue 338,000 troops from the beach at Dunkirk and bring them home.
 

 

 

The Battle of Britain
     Hitler knew that unless Britain's RAF (Royal Air Force) was kept out of the skies, his 
 invasion fleet could not cross the English Channel in safety. So he ordered his own 
 air force to destroy British air bases and and aircraft factories.  This campaign was 
 not successful because the Raf beat off the german assault during the summer of 
 1940. This saved Britain from Nazi invasion and is known as The Battle of Britain. 
  

  

Pearl Harbour 
America came into the war officially in December 1941, after Germany's ally, Japan bombed an American naval base at Pearl Harbour in Hawaii. They sent 386 aircraft and the attack went on for over one hour. 
    There were 8 battleships in the harbour all of them were sunk or badly damaged. Other ships were also damaged and sunk. The Japanese lost only 29 aircraft whilst 173 U.S. aircraft were destroyed. 

 

D-Day Landings
The R.A.F. bombers dropped 5,000 tons of bombs on Hitler's coastal defences. This was the start of Operation Overlord. While this was happening troops were landing by glider and parachute. 5,300 ships and over 10,000 planes were on the way .107,000 troops and their equipment were landed on the beaches. They were ready to reclaim France and drive on to Germany.
V.E. Day 
    On 6/7 June 1944, British, American and Canadian troops invaded France, to 
free Europe from Nazi control. By 7 May 1945 Germany's defences were in ruins, 
and the Nazi Supreme Command had surrendered. 
    Victory in Europe Day (VE Day) was celebrated on 8 May 1945. Public buildings 
were fully lit up and people held street parties. There were bonfires and fireworks. 
the celebrations went on all night. 
    The Second World War didn't finally come to an end until 2nd September 1945, 
when Japan formally surrendered 

Atomic Bombs
[image: image64.png]


In the U.S.A between 1942 and 1945, a group of British and American scientists and technicians worked in total secrecy to make the worlds first atomic bomb. The "little boy" bomb or "a bomb".This is the type of atom bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima. It is 305cm (120 inches) long. 
 

 

The human casualties
                        Country                          Total killed/missing     
                        Poland                                           6,000,000 
                        China                                           20,000,000 
                        Germany                                        6,500,000 
                        U.S.S.R                                          25,000,000 
                        Italy                                                   560,000 
                        Holland                                              250,000                   
                        U.S.A                                                  324,000 
                        Japan                                             2,500,000 
                        Britain                                                 360,000 
                        France                                               418,000 
                        Australia                                               34,000 
                        Yugoslavia                                       1,507,000
Back to the 1950s (The Economist, February 8th – 14th)

The Bank of England’s decision to cut interest rates by a quarter point to 3 ¾% brought them down to their lowest for almost 50 years.  Not since early 1955 have interest rates been lower.


The Bank’s decision on February 6th surprised the City which had been expecting rates to remain on hold at 4%, where they have been stuck since November 2001.  For one thing, inflation is currently higher than the government’s target of 2.5%: prices rose by 2.7% in the year to December.  For another, the housing market continues to boom.  House prices rose by almost 25% in the year to January, according to Halifax index published this week.


In a statement, the Bank acknowledged the fact that inflation was above target but said that it expected this to be temporary.  Looking further ahead, it said that the prospects for growth over the next two years, both at home and abroad, were weaker than it had previously anticipated.  Hence the decision to cut rates in order to ensure that inflation would hit the target: the Bank knows that changes in interest rates take up to two years to have their maximum effect on inflation.


The outlook for growth has darkened for two main reasons.  The first is that the overseas demand for exports will not recover as much as had previously been expected.  Economists have been cutting their forecasts for growth in the euro area, especially in Germany.  The single currency zone has been hit hard by the strengthening of the euro against the collar.  Lower demand in continental Europe will adversely affect demand for British exports, even though they will be helped a bit by recent falls in the pound against the euro.  The second reason is that business investment is likely to remain more subdued than previously expected.  Recent falls in the stock market will raise the cost of equity capital to businesses.  They also cut wealth which will tend to reduce growth in household consumption.


In recent months, the Bank has been reluctant to reduce rates for fear of adding fuel to an already red-hot housing market, leading to a painful bust.  It has now decided that this risk is outweighed by the risk of lower growth.

Lordy, lordy (The Economist, February 8th – 14th)


Just before votes this week to decide how to reform the House of Lords, the leader of the House of Commons, Robin Cook, declared that the efforts to modernize the second chamber had become the parliamentary equivalent of “Waiting for Godot”: “It never arrives and some have become rather doubtful whether it even exists, but we sit around talking about it year after year.”  How right Mr. Cook turned out to be.


Given a free vote and the choice of seven different options, ranging from a wholly elected body to one that would be entirely appointed (with various hybrids in between) MPs succeeded in knocking down each and every one.  Although it is clear that most MPs want a large elected component in the second chamber – the election-free zone the prime minister favors lost by 78 votes – that now counts for little, especially as the Lords themselves, egged on by the Lord Chancellor, are determined not to have democracy imposed on them.


It will now be for a joint committee of both houses of parliament to try and plot a way forward.  “Heaven help them,” said a bitterly disappointed Mr. Cook.  What is certain is that the government, in the shape of Tony Blair, won’t.  This is one play that will run and run.

Bean there (The Economist, January 11th – 17th)


How much did they make?  What was it for?  Where is it now?  The arrests of six Algerian men and one Ethiopian, and the discovery of a smidgen of ricin, a lethal poison, in a flat in north London this week, leave these three unsettling questions unanswered.


Ricin is derived from castor beans using a simple chemical process involving easily obtainable materials, chiefly lye, acetone, a coffee grinder and some old newspapers.  Instructions are available within seconds from internet sites.  There is no antidote, and a milligram – less than a grain of salt – is fatal.  Documents found after the fall of the Taliban in Afghanistan show that al-Qaeda had investigated ricin, among other poisons.


It could be worse – anthrax, say.  Ricin is more suited to assassination than mass murder.  It was used to kill Georgi Markov, and émigré Bulgarian, in London in 1978.  But spraying it in the underground or dumping it in a reservoir would still cause a fearful commotion.  The government is telling all hospitals to watch out for the flu-like symptoms of ricin poisoning.


The other good news, such as it is, is that the authorities are evidently having some luck in hunting terrorists before they strike.  The latest raid in London is probably a result of another success: the discovery last month of false papers, protection suits, and chemicals suitable for bombmaking in a flat in Paris, where four North Africans were arrested.  The next week seven more men were arrested in Britain.


That operational success contrasts with the government’s muddled propaganda campaign, which is failing in the admittedly tough task of encouraging alertness while discouraging panic.  Last month the Home Office issued a warning that a nuclear or chemical attack by terrorists was likely, but then toned it down within hours.


The government is also planning now laws to update the country’s disaster planning, which is currently a cluttered mixture of cold-war relics and ad hoc measures introduced since September 11th, 2001.  But all the planning and propaganda in the world will not change the underlying fact: there are a lot of people around who are willing and able to mount terrorist attacks.  Only a handful of them need to succeed for something horrible to happen.
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