American Country Studies Course Book

Dear Friends and Colleagues!!

I hope that the following lesson plans will be helpful to those who are working without a textbook or access to materials related to teaching American Country Studies.    The course was designed to coincide with my American Literature course book, so for instance, when we would study the first settlers in the New World for country studies, in literature, they would study the works and biography of an author form that time period.  

Also, because the students did not have textbooks, we made textbooks using the interactive notebook plan.  I found this method very effective in that I was able to check on the students’ progress and at the end of the course, the students had their own book of the new knowledge that they gained throughout the year.  Below, is a guide in how to design an interactive course-book (you may want to spend one lesson in creating this together).

The following lesson plans were chosen in part because I had the recommendations given by the Ministry of Education, but also because I had the resources available to teach them. I taught these lessons to 11th formers so you may also want to adjust the level of difficulty to your students. Please only use this course book as a guide for your own course.  Be creative!  This is your opportunity to teach about things that are important to you so use what works for you.  Have fun and good luck!

Sincerely,

Lisa Pollak, Group 25

Smila, Cherkaska Oblast

How to make an interactive notebook:

1. Ask your students to purchase a notebook with 48, 69, or 96 pages.  Since my students met once a week for country studies, a 69-page notebook was enough.

2. The first page will be a title page.  The students can color and design it using their own creativity.

3. The next page will be the Table of Contents and should look something like this:

	          Table of Contents

Date           Topic              Page

Sept 10       Intro                  1-2


4. The rest of the pages should be numbered throughout the book in the bottom corner.  The book is interactive because on the right hand page, they will write down the teacher supplied information while on the left hand side will be the student side where they will have the opportunity to write their homework.  It should look something like this:

	Student

Homework questions

1
	Teacher

Intro to Am. Culture and History

                                                 2


5. Next, save the last 15-17 pages of the book for a reference and glossary section.  The first 13 back pages will be a glossary in which each page is assigned a letter in the English alphabet.  As the students come across the new words in the texts, they should continue to add them to their glossary.  The next 5 pages or so can be the Reference section in which the students can put in maps, timelines or charts that you may give them. 

Lesson 1- Intro to American Culture and History
SWBAT:  Understand what stereotypes are and how they might influence a person’s opinion.

Materials Needed:  Handout of values/characteristics comparison, lyrics and music to “America”

Warm-Up: Create a list of things the students think of when they hear the words America or United States.

Procedure:

1.  Ukrainian/American checklist. 

2.  After completing the checklist discuss the similarities and differences between the values and characteristics between Ukrainians and Americans.

3.  Listen to “America” from the musical West Side Story.  (See appendix)

After listening to “America,” what are some of the differences between Rosalia and Anita’s perspectives on America?

Homework:  

What are your stereotypes or myths of America or Americans?  What are some topics or subjects you want to learn about related to American history, culture or anything?!  Write them out.

Put a check to the items Ukraine values.  Then put a check next to the things you think are valued in the United States. 

Ukraine


United States

Competition 

Education

Family

Freedom

Friendship

Generosity

Hard Work

Having fun

Hospitality

Individualism

Obedience

Privacy

Independence

Tradition

Now put a check next to the words you think best describe Ukrainians and Americans.

Ukrainians


Americans
Aggressive

Ambitious

Creative

Flexible

Formal

Friendly

Group-oriented

Informal

Materialistic

Optimistic

Passive

Practical

Reserved

Respectful

Rigid

Time-conscious

AMERICA

ROSALIA 
Puerto Rico, 
You lovely island . . . 
Island of tropical breezes. 
Always the pineapples growing, 
Always the coffee blossoms blowing . . . 

ANITA 
Puerto Rico . . . 
You ugly island . . . 
Island of tropic diseases. 
Always the hurricanes blowing, 
Always the population growing . . . 
And the money owing, 
And the babies crying, 
And the bullets flying. 
I like the island Manhattan. 
Smoke on your pipe and put that in! 

OTHERS 
I like to be in America! 
O.K. by me in America! 
Ev'rything free in America 
For a small fee in America! 

ROSALIA 
I like the city of San Juan. 

ANITA 
I know a boat you can get on. 

ROSALIA 
Hundreds of flowers in full bloom. 

ANITA 
Hundreds of people in each room! 

ALL 
Automobile in America, 
Chromium steel in America, 
Wire-spoke wheel in America, 
Very big deal in America! 

ROSALIA 
I'll drive a Buick through San Juan. 

ANITA 
If there's a road you can drive on. 

ROSALIA 
I'll give my cousins a free ride. 

ANITA 
How you get all of them inside? 

ALL 
Immigrant goes to America, 
Many hellos in America; 
Nobody knows in America 
Puerto Rico's in America! 



ROSALIA 
I'll bring a T.V. to San Juan. 



ANITA 
If there a current to turn on! 

ROSALIA 
I'll give them new washing machine. 

ANITA 
What have they got there to keep clean? 

ALL 
I like the shores of America! 
Comfort is yours in America! 
Knobs on the doors in America, 
Wall-to-wall floors in America! 

ROSALIA 
When I will go back to San Juan. 

ANITA 
When you will shut up and get gone? 

ROSALIA 
Everyone there will give big cheer! 

ANITA 
Everyone there will have moved here! 

Music by Leonard Bernstein, lyrics by Stephen Sondheim.
© 1956, 1957 Amberson Holdings LLC and Stephen Sondheim. Copyright renewed.
Leonard Bernstein Music Publishing Company LLC, Publisher.

Lesson 2:  Settlement of the New World
SWBAT:  Speak about the reasons for travel and settlement in the New World

Materials:  Original 13 colonies map for reference section
Warm-up:

If you were traveling to a foreign country, what are some things that you would bring?  What if you were going to move to that country, what would you need? 

Procedure: 

(Write the following on the board and have the students copy into their book)

1. Why did the colonists come?  Some wanted religious or political freedom and the freedom to express themselves without fear.  Others came in order to own land that they could not own in Europe.  Some came for the adventure of it.  Unfortunately, not everyone came freely; 350,000 Africans were brought.  English colonists had the biggest influence with their language, institutions, values and customs.  

2. Relationship with Native Americans:  In the 1500’s, North America was a vast wilderness inhabited by various groups of Native Americans.  At first, they welcomed the colonists and taught them how to hunt, farm, protect themselves from the weather, and use herbs as medicine.  Tragically, many Native Americans died from the new diseases that the colonists brought with them.

3. Map quiz, put into the reference section.

Homework:


The rebellious spirit of the colonists gave birth to the strong sense of independence that still characterizes the people of the United States today.  Americans value their independence and like to rely on themselves instead of others.  Many young Americans move out of their parent’s houses when they graduate from high school or college because they want to feel independent.  Parents often encourage financial and emotional independence in their children.  Is it common for young Ukrainians to move out of their parent’s in Ukraine before marriage?  Why or why not?  Do parents in Ukraine encourage financial and emotional independence in their children?
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1. The thirteen colonies were colonies of what country? _______________________________ 

2. Which colony was farthest north? _______________________________ 

3. Which colony was farthest south? ____________________________ 

4. The colonies were bounded by the Appalachian Mountains on the west. What ocean bordered the colonies on the east? ______________________________________________ 

5. The oldest colony was Virginia (founded in 1607). Which colony was just south of Virginia? ______________________________ 

6. The colony of Virginia contained what are now the states of Virginia and West Virginia. What colony bordered Virginia to the northeast? ______________________________ 

7. The colony of Massachusetts was composed of what are now the states of Massachusetts and Maine. What colony was between the two parts of Massachusetts? ______________________________ 

8. What colony was located east of Connecticut? ______________________________ 

9. The colony of New York contained what are now the states of Vermont and New York. What two colonies bordered the colony of New York on the south? ______________________________ and ______________________________ 

10. In what year did the 13 colonies declare their independence from Britain? _______________
Lesson Three:  Salem Witch Trials
SWBAT:  Speak about the early life for the first settlers in the colonies.

Materials:  Reading handouts

Warm-Up:  

What are some superstitions Ukrainians have?  Speak about them in class.

Procedure:

1.  Copy the following into your notebooks:

In 1692, 24 people died during the hysteria of the Salem witch trials. Although we have detailed accounts of the events, historians are still trying to determine the reasons for this tragedy. Although the witch trials are an engaging topic for young people, it may be even more difficult for them to understand how people in a community turned on their neighbors. There may be a tendency to see the people of Salem as ignorant or cruel. But in many ways, these people were like us—with their own beliefs, fears, challenges, petty disagreements, even jealousies.
2.  In groups, have the students read the different parts about the history of the witch trials and retell the rest of the class. 

Homework:  

What does it mean to have a witch-hunt?  The formula for a witch-hunt - fear + trigger = scapegoat.  In modern times, do these practices exist? Can you give any examples?

Contemporary examples of witch hunts - the Japanese American internment after Pearl Harbor, the McCarthy hearings on Communism and the persecution of the gay community at the start of the AIDS epidemic - bring the lessons of stereotyping and prejudice full circle. 

Salem Witch Trials, Introduction

Twenty-four innocent victims lost their lives in the Salem witchcraft hysteria. How did the community of Salem let this tragedy happen? Was it simply fear and superstition, or were there other factors at work?
 
The events of 1692 took place during a difficult and confusing period for Salem Village. As part of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Salem was under British rule. When the hysteria began, the colony was waiting for a new governor and had no charter to enforce laws. By the time the new governor, William Phips, arrived in Massachusetts, the jails were already filled with alleged witches. To make matters worse, New England towns were under attack by Native Americans and French Canadians.
 
Salem Village faced daily challenges closer to home as well. Most families had to support themselves, making their own clothes, planting vegetables, raising meat. Farming was often a painstaking task in the harsh climate and rough, rocky terrain—and a drought or flood could ruin a year’s harvest. An epidemic of smallpox could kill a family. In a world where people saw the Devil lurking behind every misfortune, it is little wonder they believed evil spirits were at work.
 
But there may have been stronger factors behind the witch hunts—the Puritan lifestyle, a strong belief in the Devil and witchcraft, the divisions within Salem Village, and the expectations of children.

Life in Salem:  Religion and Witchcraft

Church was the cornerstone of 17th century life in New England. Most people in Massachusetts were Puritans—colonists who had left England seeking religious tolerance. But the strict Puritan code was far from tolerant. It was against the law not to attend church—where men and women sat on opposite sides through long services. The Puritan lifestyle was restrained and rigid: People were expected to work hard and repress their emotions or opinions. Individual differences were frowned upon. Even the dark, somber Puritan dress was dictated by the church.
 
Since Puritans were expected to live by a rigid moral code, they believed that all sins—from sleeping in church to stealing food—should be punished. They also believed God would punish sinful behavior. When a neighbor would suffer misfortune, such as a sick child or a failed crop, Puritans saw it as God’s will and did not help.
 
Puritans also believed the Devil was as real as God. Everyone was faced with the struggle between the powers of good and evil, but Satan would select the weakest individuals—women, children, the insane—to carry out his work. Those who followed Satan were considered witches. Witchcraft was one of the greatest crimes a person could commit, punishable by death.
 
In keeping with the Puritan code of conformity, the first women to be accused of witchcraft in Salem were seen as different and as social outcasts: Tituba, a slave; Sarah Good, a homeless beggar; and Sarah Osborne, a sickly old woman who married her servant.
 
Fear of magic and witchcraft was common in New England, as it had been in Europe for centuries. Over 100 alleged witches had been tried and hanged in New England during the 1600s. But the hangings in 1692 Salem would be the last ones in America.

Economic and Social Conditions

In 1692, Salem was divided into two distinct parts: Salem Town and Salem Village. Salem Village (also referred to as Salem Farms) was actually part of Salem Town but was set apart by its economy, class, and character. Residents of Salem Village were mostly poor farmers who made their living cultivating crops in the rocky terrain. Salem Town, on the other hand, was a prosperous port town at the center of trade with London. Most of those living in Salem Town were wealthy merchants.
 
For many years, Salem Village tried to gain independence from Salem Town. The town, which depended on the farmers for food, determined crop prices and collected taxes from the village. Despite the three-hour walk between the two communities, Salem Village did not have its own church and minister until 1674.
 
But there was also a division within Salem Village. Those who lived near Ipswich Road, close to the commerce of Salem Town, became merchants, such as blacksmiths, carpenters, and innkeepers. They prospered and supported the economic changes taking place. But many of the farmers who lived far from this prosperity believed the worldliness and affluence of Salem Town threatened their Puritan values. One of the main families to denounce the economic changes was the Putnams—a strong and influential force behind the witchcraft accusations.
 
Tensions became worse when Salem Village selected Reverend Samuel Parris as their new minister. Parris was a stern Puritan who denounced the worldly ways and economic prosperity of Salem Town as the influence of the Devil. His rhetoric further separated the two factions within Salem Village.
 
It is likely that the jealousies and hostilities between these two factions played a major role in the witch trials. Most of the villagers accused of witchcraft lived near Ipswich Road, whereas the accusers lived in the distant farms of Salem Village. It is not surprising that Reverend Parris was a vigorous supporter of the witch trials, and his impassioned sermons helped fan the flames of the hysteria.

Puritan Children

In 1692, children were expected to behave under the same strict code as the adults—doing chores, attending church services, and repressing individual differences. Any show of emotion, such as excitement, fear, or anger, was discouraged, and disobedience was severely punished. Children rarely played, as toys and games were scarce. Puritans saw these activities as sinful distractions.
 
But unlike young girls, boys had a few outlets for their imagination. They often worked as apprentices outside the home, practicing such skills as carpentry or crafts. Boys were also allowed to explore the outdoors, hunting and fishing. On the other hand, girls were expected to tend to the house, helping their mothers cook, wash, clean, and sew.
 
Many children learned to read, but most households owned only the Bible and other religious works—including a few that described evil spirits and witchcraft in great detail. There were a few books written for children, but these often warned against bad behavior and described the punishment that children would suffer for sinful acts.
 
Such was the world of Abigail Williams and Betty Parris during the long, dark winter of 1692. There was little to feed their imagination that did not warn of sin and eternal punishment. It is no wonder that the young girls were so captivated by Tituba’s magical stories and fortune-telling games. These activities were strictly forbidden, which must have filled them with fear and guilt. This may have been one reason for their hysterical behavior. And at a time when young girls were forbidden to act out or express themselves, it is easy to see why they were so enraptured by the attention they received when they became “bewitched.”
 
Of course, there were probably many factors behind the girls’ actions. But what is more surprising than the accusations from these imaginative young girls is the reaction from the community. The girls may have sparked the witch hunt, but it was the adults who set the wheels into motion.

Lesson Four:  Events leading to American Independence
SWBAT:  Discuss advantages and disadvantages for American independence.

Materials:  Strips of events

Warm-Up:  What were the advantages/disadvantages for the colonists to become independent from Britain?  Create a chart on the board.

Procedure:  

1. Students must put in order the events leading to Revolution using the strip sheets. 

2. Ask the students the True/False questions.

Homework:  

In 1863, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote the following poem about Paul Revere and his Midnight Run:


If the British march


By land or sea from the town tonight;


Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch.


Of the North Church tower as a signal light – 


One, if by land and two, if by sea;


And I on the opposite shore will be,


Ready to ride and spread alarm


Through every Middlesex village


and farm,


For the country folk to be up and 


to arm.

Are there any examples of Ukrainians throughout history who have displayed this rebellious spirit as Paul Revere and his fellow revolutionists had? Are they similar or different?  Explain.

Boston Massacre - March 5, 1770, a crowd of people in Boston began making fun of British soldiers.  The soldiers fired their guns and 5 colonists were killed.  This incident became a symbol of British cruelty.

Stamp Act – In 1765, the British government decided that taxes must be paid on all internal paper items sold.  This money was needed in order to defend, protect and secure all of the colonies.  This upset the colonists because they were not represented in the British Parliament.  

Townshend Acts – This act was implemented in 1767 and required all colonial imports be taxed, such as tea, paper and glass.  The money raised would support the colonial governors.  The Colonists revolted by refusing to purchase these items.

Boston Tea Party – The British parliament maintained a tax on tea in order to show their power over the colonies and also in order to help financially troubled British East India Company.  They had a monopoly over tea products and colonists were worried  it would put local merchants out of business.  In opposition, on the evening of December 16, 1773, a group of men led by Samuel Adams disguised themselves as Mohawk Indians and boarded three British ships and dumped them into the Boston harbor.

“The shot heard ‘round the world” – On the night of April 19, 1775, British troops entered the village of Lexington to face the “Minutemen”.  They only wanted to silently protest and would only fire if the British fired first.  The leader of the British troops yelled out “Disperse, you damned rebels!  You dogs, run!”  As the colonists were leaving, a shot was fired and the British killed 8 and wounded 11 of the Minutemen and the Revolution was underway as writer Ralph Waldo Emerson claims was “the shot heard ‘round the world.”

Paul Revere’s Midnight Run – A revolutionist, he was instructed to alert the people of Massachusetts when the British would attack.  He was to watch for a lantern signal indicating whether the British were arriving by land or by sea.  He left Boston at 10pm and arrived in Lexington at midnight on April 19, 1775.  He was captured by the British, but luckily on of his companions was able to make it to Concord to warn the Colonists.  When the British troops arrived at Lexington, they found the “Minutemen” waiting.

True or False?

1. Paul Revere’s ride is still well known today because of Robert Frost’s famous poem celebrating the event.

2. American colonists were aided by their Indian friends in destroying a large cargo of British tea.

3. Lanterns hung in Boston’s North Church signaled whether British troops were attacking by land or by sea.

4. Paul Revere was unable to warn the citizens of Concord about the British attack.

5. The Townshend Acts were an example of taxation without representation.

6. The Intolerable Acts eventually resulted in the Boston Tea Party.

7. The Stamp Act was created to be used for ‘defending, protecting and securing’ the colonies.

8. The Boston Massacre was the result of a few colonists making fun of British soldiers.

9. During the Boston Tea Party, colonists and the British drank lots of tea and ate cookies and became good friends.

10. “The shot heard ‘round the world” was the beginning of the American Revolution.

Lesson Five (Part One):  Documents that Shaped the United States of America
SWBAT:   Speak about the following documents that created the U.S.

Materials:  Comparison of the Ukrainian/American preambles, strips of American preamble.

Warm-Up:  Preamble Scramble.  Cut up the Preamble of the Constitution and have students put in correct order.

this Constitution for the United States of America. 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty 
We the people   do ordain and establish 
of the United States   provide for the common defense,
in Order to form   insure domestic Tranquility, 
a more perfect Union,   to ourselves and our Posterity, 
promote general Welfare,   establish Justice 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.
Procedure:  Speak about the following Documents that created the U.S.

1.  The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776

The American Revolution has begun in 1775, but it wasn’t until 1776, one year later, that the Americans claimed independence from the British.  Many had hoped to come to an agreement, but that was not the case.  Led by Thomas Jefferson, the 13 colonies became 13 states through the Declaration.  Two of the most important ideas are that “all men are created equal” and that they are entitled to, “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”  The belief in equality for all is central to the idea of democracy in the United States.  Thus to fight for American independence was to fight on behalf of one’s own natural rights.


Thomas Jefferson stated the following in 1776:


“ When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to separation…”

2.  The Constitution of the United States, 1788


Created by the “Founding Fathers,” and using the principles of the Declaration, the Constitution describes the organization of the national government.  No branch of government has more power than the other.  A system of checks and balances was established.  In 1788 this became law and in 1789 George Washington was elected the first president.

Homework:  
Compare the American and Ukrainian Preambles to the Constitution.

United States of America, Preamble to Constitution

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

Ukraine, Preamble to Constitution
The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, on behalf of the Ukrainian people — citizens of Ukraine of all nationalities, expressing the sovereign will of the people, based on the centuries-old history of Ukrainian state-building and on the right to self-determination realized by the Ukrainian nation, all the Ukrainian people, providing for the guarantee of human rights and freedoms and of the worthy conditions of human life, caring for the strengthening of civil harmony on Ukrainian soil, striving to develop and strengthen a democratic, social, law-based state, aware of our responsibility before God, our own conscience, past, present and future generations, guided by the Act of Declaration of the Independence of Ukraine of 24 August 1991, approved by the national vote of 1 December 1991, adopts this Constitution — the Fundamental Law of Ukraine.

Read through and underline any words that you do not understand.  Find the definition of these words and add to your glossaries.

What are the differences and similarities between the American and Ukrainian Preambles to each Constitution?  State these below.
Lesson Five (Part Two) – Documents that Shaped the United States of America

SWBAT:  Speak about the importance of the Bill of Rights

Materials:  Bill of Rights

Warm-up:  Review homework. 

 
      List examples of natural rights.

Procedure:  
1.  The Bill of Rights, 1791


After the Constitution was created, it was though that it did not protect the basic rights of the people.  Ten additions were created and are now called The Bill of Rights.  These guarantee certain personal rights such as freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of the press and a fair trial in court.  These rights are the cornerstones of American democracy.  This was the first time a country wrote a constitution that promised to protect the individual civil and political rights of all its free citizens.  Note:  At this time, citizens only referred to white males; it did not include women or blacks.

Bill of Rights

1. Freedom of religion, speech, press and assembly: the right to petition the government.

2. Right to bear arms and maintain state militias (national Guard).

3. Troops may not be quartered in homes during peacetime.

4. No unreasonable search and seizures.

5. Grand jury indictment required to prosecute a person for a serious crime.  No double jeopardy – being tried for the same offense.  Forcing a person to testify against himself or herself is prohibited.  No loss of life, liberty or property without due process.

6. Right to speedy, public, impartial trial with defense counsel, and right to cross-examine witnesses.

7. Jury trials in civil suits where value exceeds $20.

8. No excessive bail or fines, no cruel or unusual punishments.

9. Unlisted rights are not necessarily denied.

10. Powers not delegated to the United States or denied to states are reserved to the states or to the people.  

Homework:  In Groups, you may chose to have the students look over the Bill of Rights either on a chart or on a handout and see which ones they think are relevant or irrelevant.  

Lesson Six:  A Guide to American Government
SWBAT:   Have a simple understanding of the system of checks and balances and the Bill of Rights.

Materials:  Reading handouts, diagram of US Government Checks and Balances

Warm-Up:  Ask the following True/ False questions. (They are all true!!)

1. Women received the right to vote in 1921.

2. In the state of Indiana, bathing is prohibited in the winter.

3. AT one time, it was illegal to sell, make or drink alcohol.

4. In Louisiana, it is illegal to rob a bank and then shoot at the bank teller with a water pistol.

5. The Bill of Rights states the personal rights of all American citizens.

Procedure:  

1. Read and/or have students copy the following information into their books.

Separation of Powers

 
The governmental system of the United States uses separation of powers. This means that the government has separate branches that deal with different aspects of governing.  These three branches are the legislative, executive, and judicial branches. This system is in place for both the federal (national) and state governments. The legislative branch, which on the national level is the U.S. Congress, passes new laws.  The executive branch, headed by the president, enforces laws. The judicial branch, headed by the U.S. Supreme Court, interprets laws.  While each branch has its own duties, the other branches of government have some control over its actions.  These interactions are called checks and balances.  Checks and balances keep one branch of government from being much stronger than the others.  See the diagram below for U.S. checks and balances.

 

2. Divide the following reading into groups and have one person re-tell in their won words the separations of powers in the U.S Government.

3. Examine the Checks and Balances chart.

Homework:  


Matching exercise

 

Role of the Judicial Branch

 
Every state and the federal government have an independent judicial branch to interpret and apply state and federal laws to specific cases.  By providing a place where people can go to resolve disputes according to law, through a fair process, and before a knowledgeable and neutral judge or jury, the judicial branch helps to maintain peace and order in society. 

 

Courts handle a wide range of legal disputes over contracts; property; personal injuries; child custody, support and visitation; and other important issues.  Courts also determine whether traffic, criminal or juvenile laws have been violated and, if so, they determine the penalties to be imposed.

 
  
Role of the Legislative Branch

 

The legislative branch makes new laws and modifies existing laws.  Every state has a state legislature that includes elected representatives from the various regions or districts within the state.  The state legislature makes laws that govern the actions of individuals and businesses within the state.  

There is also a national or federal legislature called the United States Congress, which includes the House of Representatives and the Senate.  Every state has representatives in the U.S. Congress.  The number of representatives a state sends to the House of Representatives is based on the state’s population.  There are a total of 435 members in the House of Representatives.  Each state also has two representatives (called Senators) who serve in the United States Senate, for a total of 100 U.S. Senators. 

 

 
Role of the Executive Branch

 

The executive branch enforces laws passed by the legislature.  Every state has a Governor, who is elected to be the head of the executive branch.  At the national level, the President is the head of the federal executive branch.  The Governor  (and the President at the federal level) has the power to sign or veto (reject) laws passed by the legislature.  They also have authority over a wide range of agencies and departments that assist in the enforcement of laws and oversee how the government spends the taxpayers’ money.  For example, the Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Justice, Department of Commerce, and Department of Health and Human Services are all federal executive branch agencies.  Almost every state has similar executive branch agencies to help enforce state laws.  At the national level, the President also is the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces and has authority to develop and maintain relations with foreign nations.

	 


Homework.  Match the following phrases with the correct definition.

1. Declaration of Independence ___

2. legislative branch ___

3. Bill of Rights ___

4. The Constitution ___

5. judicial branch ___

6. checks and balances ___

7. executive branch ___

8. amendment ___

9. democracy ___

a. branch of government that interprets the law

b. system that controls power among the three branches of government

c. document that expresses the idea of equality for all

d. branch of government that makes the laws

e. any addition to the Constitution

f. document that forms the basics of the U.S. government

g. branch of government that enforces the laws

h. document guaranteeing the personal rights of citizens

i. government created by the people

Lesson Seven (this can be done if there is extra time!):  Political Parties in American Government
SWBAT:  Understand which political parties represent, create a platform and vote for their candidate.

Materials:  Map of voter representation in the 2004 Presidential Vote

Warm-Up:  In a group or as individuals, create a list of what characteristics that define a good president.

Procedure:  

1.  The Constitution says nothing about political parties, but these are the two that have a major role in national politics.  A person can claim they are a Republican, but may vote for a Democratic candidate.  

Democrats – associated with labor, education, favor an active role of the central government in social matters.  Usually more liberal.

Republicans – associated with business and industry, oppose the greater involvement of the federal government in some areas that they consider to be the responsibility of the states and communities.  Usually more conservative.

2.  Using these definitions, have your students decide which position these parties would take on these issues:


Abortion


Gun Control


Death Penalty

3.  In groups, choose which political party you would like to be a part of and create a platform for your candidate.  What promises or things will your candidate create?  As a class, vote for your new president.

Discuss outcome together as a group.

Homework:  


Why do you think that it is important for voters to be educated about candidates before they vote?

Electoral Vote Predictor 2004:   Kerry 251   Bush 286
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	Map shows 2004 election results
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	Strong Kerry (146) 
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	Weak Kerry (37) 
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	Barely Kerry (69) 
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	Exactly tied (0) 
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	Barely Bush (37) 
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	Weak Bush (66) 
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	Strong Bush (183) 

	
	Needed to win: 270


Lesson Eight:  America Expands West
SWBAT:  Speak about the importance of the Lewis and Clark expedition

Materials:  Reading handout, map of expedition, pictures if available of Northwest America

Warm-up:  
Like all other societies, the United States has heroes who have become role models for its people.  These heroes display qualities that the society admires, such as courage, hard work, and inventiveness.  

Like all other societies, the United States has heroes who have become role models for its people.  These heroes display qualities that the society admires, such as courage, hard work, and inventiveness.  What people in the history of Ukraine have become heroes?  How are they role models?

Procedure:

1. Read about the Lewis and Clark expedition

2. Examine map

3. If pictures are available of Northwest, show to class and have them give their impressions.

Homework: 

1. What did the Lewis and Clark expedition accomplish?

2. Imagine that you are a member of the Lewis and Clark expedition.  Write several journal entries describing your travels.

The Adventures of Lewis and Clark


In 1803, the United States purchased the Louisiana Territory from France, which doubled its size.  Within a year, President Thomas Jefferson had the money and support from Congress that he needed to send a small group of people to explore this huge new territory.  Jefferson called the group the Corps of Discovery.  He asked his personal secretary, Meriwether Lewis, to lead the corps.  Lewis chose his friend William Clark to accompany him on what was to be one of the greatest adventure stories in America’s history.


Jefferson believed that there was an all-water route that linked the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.  He wanted Lewis and Clark to find this route so that Americans could settle the West.  He also wanted them to find out what kinds of people, plants, and animals were there.  Led by Lewis and Clark, the Corps of Discovery left St. Louis, Missouri, on May 14, 1804, to explore the new territory that was west of the Mississippi River.


Although they never found a direct water route, Lewis and Clark accomplished a great deal during their 28 month long expedition.  They traveled through 7,689 miles (12,400 kilometers) of wilderness to the Pacific Ocean and back, making detailed maps of prairies, mountains, rivers, and forests.  The men faced and overcame many dangers during their trip, including bear attacks and harsh weather.  Sometimes they were so hungry that they ate their horses.  Despite the hardships, they returned with valuable information about the climate and geography of the territory.  They discovered many plants and animals that had previously been unknown to science.  The corps made peaceful contact with many Indians.  They learned about the customs and languages of more than fifty Indian nations living in the region.  Perhaps their most important contribution to history, however, was that they opened the West to settlers and fur traders.  The success of their work helped make the settlement of the western frontier possible.
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Lesson Nine:  Gold Rush
SWBAT:  Comment on the move out west

Warm-Up:  Sing the song, Oh, My Darling Clementine

Procedure:  

Read the text on Levi’s gold. 

Homework:


Answer the comprehension questions

In a cavern, in a canyon,
Excavating for a mine
Dwelt a miner forty niner,
And his daughter Clementine

Oh my darling, oh my darling,
Oh my darling, Clementine!
Thou art lost and gone forever
Dreadful sorry, Clementine

Light she was and like a fairy,
And her shoes were number nine,
Herring boxes, without topses,
Sandals were for Clementine.

Oh my darling, oh my darling,
Oh my darling, Clementine!
Thou art lost and gone forever
Dreadful sorry, Clementine

Drove she ducklings to the water
Ev'ry morning just at nine,
Hit her foot against a splinter,
Fell into the foaming brine.

Oh my darling, oh my darling,
Oh my darling, Clementine!
Thou art lost and gone forever
Dreadful sorry, Clementine

Ruby lips above the water,
Blowing bubbles, soft and fine,
But, alas, I was no swimmer,
So I lost my Clementine.

Oh my darling, oh my darling,
Oh my darling, Clementine!
Thou art lost and gone forever
Dreadful sorry, Clementine

How I missed her! How I missed her,
How I missed my Clementine,
But I kissed her little sister,
I forgot my Clementine.

Oh my darling, oh my darling,
Oh my darling, Clementine!
Thou art lost and gone forever
Dreadful sorry, Clementine

Levi’s Gold


When the clipper ship sailed through California’s Golden Gate that March day in 1853, 24 old year old Levi Strauss rushed to the deck, eager to see San Francisco.  The Gold Rush, started in 1848, still attracted men by the thousands to seek their fortunes.  Strauss was one of them.


Six years earlier, he had left Bavaria in Germany to escape unfair laws against Jews and to join his older brothers, Jonas and Louis, in New York.  They taught him English and told him peddling was an honorable occupation in the United States.  Now he faced a new challenge.  In his baggage were goods to sell.  His brothers helped select them in New York before he left on his long voyage around Cape Horn to California.  Gold miners were sure to need thread, needles, scissors, thimbles and rolls of canvas cloth for tents and wagon covers.


As Strauss looked toward the city, he saw several small boats approaching the ship.  When they came close, some of their passengers asked for news from the East.  Others climbed aboard to see what merchandise the ship had brought.  In a short while, Strauss has sold almost everything he had brought with him.  Only the rolls of canvas remained.


Stepping ashore, he saw a busy city with many “stores” that were merely tents or shacks.  Among the ironworks, billiard table manufacturers, dry-goods stores, breweries, and hundreds of saloons stood some stranded ships serving as hotels.


With gold dust from his sales abroad ship, Strauss brought a cart.  He loaded his rolls of canvas and pushed the cart along wood-planked sidewalks.  He parked on Montgomery Street, waiting for miners to pass by.


A miner stopped by to look at his canvas.


“It’s for tenting,” Strauss explained.


“You should have brought pants,” the prospector told him.  “Pants don’t wear well in the mines.  Can’t get a pair strong enough to last.”


Instantly, the young entrepreneur found a tailor and created the first pair of jeans.  The demand for “Levi’s” grew so fast that Strauss could hardly keep up with it.  When the brown canvas was gone, he switched to a sturdy fabric, serge de Nimes, from Nimes, France.  The name was quickly changed shortened to “denim,” and Strauss adopted the indigo blue cloth familiar today.


Levi’s brothers, Jonas and Louis, were his partners, as was David Stern, who had married Levi’s sister, Fanny.  They decided to call their firm Levi Strauss & Company, agreeing that Levi was the “business head” in the family.  Years went by, and the business grew.


Then, in July 1872, a letter arrived from Jacob W. Davis, a tailor in Reno, Nevada.  The letter explained that he was now reinforcing pants pocket corners with copper rivets.  Rivets strengthened the seams, which tore out when miners and other workers stuffed their pockets with gold nuggets and tools.


Davis got so many orders that he worried someone would steal his idea.  If Levi Strauss & Company would take out a patent in his name, Davis would give them half the right to sell the riveted clothing.


Strauss immediately saw the profit potential.  Instead of nine or ten dollars a dozen, the riveted pants could bring thirty-six dollars – just for adding a penny’s worth of metal.  It was a good risk.


The U.S. Patent Office took its time in granting Strauss a patent.  It took ten months and many revisions and amendments before the Patent Office agreed that the idea of riveted pockets was unusual enough to be patented.


When Davis moved his family to San Francisco, Strauss put him in charge of production.  Soon a force of sixty women stitched Levi’s on a piecework basis.  The orange thread still used today was an attempt to match the copper rivets.  Another still-used trademark is the leather label featuring two men whipping a pair of horses trying to tear apart the riveted pants.


Successful in business, Levi Strauss still found time to participate in many civic organizations and was well liked in San Francisco’s business community.  He never married, saying, “I am a bachelor, and I fancy on that account I need to work more, for my entire life is my business.”


Although he had no children of his own, Strauss established many scholarships at the University of California, and when he died in 1902, he left money to Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish orphanages.  He left the business to his sister Fanny’s children.


Levi Strauss found gold not in streams or mines, but in fulfilling an everyday need.  Today, presidents, movie stars and millions of other people wear Levi’s and other brands of denim jeans, clothing created by an entrepreneur who responded to the needs of the market.

True or False?

1. Levi Strauss made his fortune from digging for gold.

2. Levi’s pants became popular very quickly.

3. Gold miners bought Levi’s pants because they were strong and durable.

4. Levi brought canvas cloth to San Francisco to make pants for the gold miners.

5. Levi thought of using copper rivets to reinforce pocket corners.

6. Levi Strauss was able to make his fortune in jeans by responding to the needs of the market.

7. Denim jeans are more popular today than they were in 1850.

Circle the letter of choice that best completes each sentence.

1. When Strauss used up his supply of brown canvas he switched to a fabric called ________.

a. copper

b. tenting

c. denim 

d. gold

2. ​​​________ invented the idea of using copper rivets to reinforce pocket corners.

a. Jonas Strauss

b. Jacob W. Davis

c. David Stern

d. Fanny Strauss

3. Levi Strauss established many ________ at the University of California.

a. scholarships

b. orphanages

c. markets

d. patents

4. Today, Levi’s jeans are still made with ________.

a. orange thread

b. riveted pockets

c. leather labels

d. all of the above

5. ________ Strauss was the “business head” of the family.

a. Fanny

b. Jonas

c. Levi

d. Louis

Lesson Ten: Pre-Civil War Conditions, The Underground Railroad
SWBAT:  Speak about and comment on slavery in the US 

Materials:  cd player and words to slave music

Warm-up:  Listen to slave music on cd and comment

Procedure:  

1.  Speak about the divisions between the north and the south.

North:  Factories come to America, industrial revolution comes from Britain, and technology develops.  An example of a poster that was advertised at the time:

“Families Wanted!  Ten or Twelve good respectable families consisting of 4 or 5 children each, from 9-16 years of age, are wanted to work in a cotton mill.”

Women and children were hired to work at these factories under awful conditions, change didn’t happen until 1900; cities began to grow with an influx of immigrants.

The South:  As the demand for cotton increases, so does the demand for slaves.  In 1808, it was determined illegal to import slaves, but some still did it illegally.  Thus the price for slaves increased.  Life as a slave was not easy.  Women and children were beaten.  In certain states it was illegal for them to read and write.

2.  Read text about The Underground Railroad.

3.  Read the following words to a popular work song sung in the South during slavery.


Swing Low, Sweet Chariot


Coming forth to carry me home


Swing Low Sweet Chariot


Coming forth to carry me home


I looked over Jordan, what did I see?


Coming forth to carry me home


A band of angels coming after me


Coming forth to carry me home!

What it really means:  The chariots refer to wagons that would pick up people to carry them home to freedom.  Looking over Jordan refers to possibly a “station” in Ryclie, Ohio.  It was very difficult to cross, so the slaves had to wait for “angels” to help them cross to freedom.

Homework:  

How did the Underground Railroad work?  

How did Harriet Tubman help?

Do you think that you would help in freeing the slaves?

What were your impressions of the slave songs we listened to in class?

The Underground Railroad


The Underground Railroad was neither underground nor a railroad.  Instead, it was a system used before the Civil War to help runaway slaves reach freedom in the North and Canada.


Railways terms were often used to describe the ways the Underground Railroad worked.  The routes taken by runaway slaves were called lines.  The safe houses at which they stopped were stations.  The sympathetic whites and free blacks who risked their lives to lead slaves out of the South were conductors.  The slaves were called packages or freight.


The most famous conductor on the Underground Railroad was Harriet Tubman.  After escaping slavery in 1849, Tubman returned to the South on many occasions to help rescue others.  She demonstrated her courage and commitment time and time again by personally leading more than 300 slaves to freedom.  Tubman was called the “Moses of her people,” after the biblical hero who led the Jews out of slavery in Egypt.


Notable among the whites that participated in the Underground Railroad was Harriet Beecher Stowe, the author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  Between 1832 and 1850, Stowe lived in Cincinnati, just across the Ohio River from the slave state of Kentucky.  Stowe learned a great deal about plantation life from the slaves she helped to escape.  Many of these stories later appeared in her book.

Lesson Eleven:  Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War (1861-1865)
SWBAT:  Speak about the importance of President Lincoln to Americans

Materials:  Biography hand out, Strips of quote

Warm Up:  Scramble up the following quote and have students work in groups to put in correct order.  Comment.


“A house divided against itself cannot stand.  I believe this government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free.  I do not expect the Union to be dissolved – I do not expect the house to fall – but I do expect it will cease to be divided.” – Abraham Lincoln 1858

Procedure:  

 Read the following  biography about Lincoln and his involvement in the Civil War.

Homework:

After reading, answer the following questions:

1. Why is Abraham Lincoln referred to as ‘honest’?

2. What were his opinions concerning the Civil War?

3. Why was it important for the North to win the war?

Abraham Lincoln


He was born in Kentucky on February 12, 1809. Of all the presidents in the United States, Abraham Lincoln is probably the one that Americans remember the best and with deepest affection.  His childhood set the course for his character and motivation later in life.  He brought a new honesty and integrity to the White House.  He would always be remembered as ‘Honest Abe.’  Most of all, he is associated with the final abolition of slavery.  Lincoln became a virtual symbol of the American dream whereby an ordinary person from humble beginnings could reach the pinnacle of society as president of the country.


He never attended more than one year of school, but became a lawyer and then a member of the House of Representatives.  As slavery became a stronger issue and more people were willing to abolish it, Lincoln was elected as the 16th President.  Soon after his election, South Carolina seceded from the Union.  The war was not only over the abolition of slavery, but the rights of individual states to make their own choices on other issues.


The bloody Battle of Gettysburg in Pennsylvania was the largest battle fought on American soil.  On November 19, 1863, Lincoln delivered what was to become one of the finest orations in American history, The Gettysburg Address:


Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.


Now we are engaged in a great civil war testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated can long endure.  We are met on a great battlefield of that war.  We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation may live.  It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.


But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate – we cannot consecrate – we cannot hallow – this ground.  The brave men living and dead who struggled here have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract.  The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here but it can never forget what they did here.  It is for us the living rather to be dedicated to the great task remaining before us – that from these honoring dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion – that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain – that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom – and that government of the people, by the people for the people shall not perish from the earth.


The South surrendered and the Civil War ended on April 9, 1865.  The difficult tasks of national reconstruction and reconciliation lay ahead, but Lincoln would not be the person to lead the country through this difficult period.  On April 14, Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln attended a play at the Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C.  A few minutes past ten o’clock, an actor, John Wilkes Booth, who disagreed with the President’s political opinions stepped into his box and shot him.  He died the following morning. 

Lesson Twelve:  The Mississippi River
SWBAT:  Speak about life on the Mississippi River

Materials:  Map of Mississippi River, Reading handout

Warm-up:  Name as many rivers as you know.  What are the resources of a river?  How do they affect the communities in which they are located?  Which is the longest in America?  Check out map and answer the following questions:

1. Where is the Source of the Mississippi River?

2. How many states have the Mississippi River as a border?

3. Name the five largest cities that the Mississippi River flows through.
Procedure:  Read the following text and comment.

Homework:  Match the following river idioms to the definition that you think best fits.

1. Paddle one’s own canoe

2. Water under the bridge

3. Send someone up the river

4. Sell someone down the river

5. Swim (or go) against the current 

6. Up a/creek (without a paddle)

a. to betray someone; to reveal damaging information about someone 

b. something past and forgotten

c. in a difficult situation

d. to do something by oneself; to be alone

e. to do the opposite of what everyone else does; to go against the current

f. to send someone to prison


The Mississippi River – named by the American Indian “Father of the Waters’ – lives up to that tribute to its size, its power, and its majesty.  The second longest river in the world after the Nile, the Mississippi extends almost 4,000 miles and drains all or part of 31 states of the central United States.


For more than two and a half centuries, the Mississippi has held a special place in the history and music and legends of America.  Poets, adventurers, sophisticates, and pioneers have all paid the Mississippi their tributes.  The river has touched the folk imagination of the land in songs and stories and myths.


The French voyageurs – fur trappers and pioneers who traveled the waterways through the wilderness as far back as the early 1700’s – paddled their long canoes and chanted songs, we are told, “in deep earnest, often with tears accompanying adventurous lives.”


As Americans headed west, the Mississippi became the broad highway leading to the new lands ahead.  


The life of the riverman was hard.  They were a tough breed of adventurers, those epic figures who pitied their strength against the might and perversity of the great river and bragged about it.  They created a legendary period in our history… “the era of the brawl and the boast.”  The created, too, a special brand of American humor:  the straight-forward account of impossible adventurers; absurd exaggeration delivered as simple fact.  The irrepressible tellers of tall tales made their way into pages of folk history.  


As the early years of the nineteenth century arrived, the traditions of the riverboat men were carried on by a new breed of giants, the steamboat men.


The hardships, pride, and glamour of a steamboat pilot’s life were immortalized some 100 years ago by the great American humorist Mark Twain in his Life on the Mississippi. 


The Mississippi River
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Lesson 13:  The Evolution of Jazz
SWBAT:  Speak about the history of jazz music and popular singers

Materials:  Reading handout, text to music, cd player

Warm-Up:  Listen to music, any jazz selection of your choice and comment.

Procedure:  Read the following and comment.


Jazz is a kind of music originated in the United States toward the end of the 1800’s.  Although New Orleans is often called the birthplace of jazz, it really began in no one place, but in a number of parts of the United States at about the same time.  It is a mixture of rhythms from West Africa, harmony from European classical music, religious music (including gospel songs and Negro and white spirituals), work songs and American folk music.  It began as a simple form of folk music and has developed in a number of quite sophisticated ways.  


The first organized music to become a part of jazz was ragtime, an energetic style of piano playing with distinct rhythms.  These bands also played the blues (certain notes played flat to give it a mournful sound).


Between 1910 and 1920 jazz moved northward both as a result of the movement of jazz musicians from the South to northern cities such as Chicago and New York, and through the music of jazz bands playing on riverboats that made trips up and down the Mississippi River.  During the “golden-age” of jazz in the 1920’s, jazz music flourished throughout the United States.


Louis Armstrong, an outstanding cornet player, became the first well-known made jazz singer and the first to use scat-singing - singing meaningless syllables in place of words.

Have students listen to a few more selection of songs from old to modern and have them comment on them and figure out which instruments are playing.  A few that I used in my lessons are listed below.

Homework:

Write our your feelings of the music we listened to today.  Why did you or didn’t your enjoy this music?

Dean Martin - Ain't That A Kick In The Head? Lyrics 

How lucky can one guy be?

I kissed her and she kissed me.

Like the fella once said:

"Ain't that a kick in the head?"

The room was completely black,

I hugged her and she hugged back.

Like a sailor said quote:

"Ain't that a hole in a boat?"

My head keeps spinnin',

I go to sleep and keep grinnin'

If this is just the beginnin'

My life is gonna be beautiful.

I've sunshine enough to spread,

It's just like the fella said.

Tell me quick,

ain't that a kick in the head?

Like the fella once said:

"Ain't that a kick in the head?"

Like the sailor said quote:

"Ain't that a hole in a boat?"

My head keeps spinnin',

I go to sleep and keep grinnin'

If this is just the beginnin'

My life is gonna be beautiful.

She's telling me we'll be wed,

She's picked out a king size bed,

I couldn't feel any better or I'd be sick.

Tell me quick,

Oh, ain't that a kick...?

Tell me quick,

ain't that a kick in the head?

ROSEMARY CLOONEY lyrics - "Come On-A My House"
Come on-a my, house my house
I'm gonna give you candy
Come on-a my house, my house
I'm gonna give a you
Apple, a plum and apricot-a too, eh
Come on-a my house, my house a come on
Come on-a my house, my house a come on
Come on-a my house, my house I'm gonna give a you
Figs and dates and grapes and cakes eh
Come on-a my house, my house a come on
Come on-a my house, my house a come
Come on-a my house, my house
I'm gonna give you candy
Come on-a my house
My house, I'm gonna give you everything

[Instrumental Interlude]

Come on-a my house, my house
I'm gonna give you Christmas tree
Come on-a my house, my house
I'm gonna give you
Marriage, ring and a pomegranate too, ah
Come on-a my house, my house a come on
Come on-a my house, my house a come on
Come on-a my house, my house
I'm gonna give a you
Peach and pear and I love your hair, ah
Come on-a my house, my house a come on
Come on-a my house, my house a come on
Come on-a my house, my house
I'm gonna give you Easta-egg
Come on-a my house, my house
I'm gonna give you
Everything - everything – everything

Lesson 14:  New York City
SWBAT:  Recognize famous landmarks in NYC, speak about history

Materials:  Music to I love New York, text on Statue of Liberty

Warm-up:  Listen to Frank Sinatra’s “I love New York”

Procedure:  

1. Who first settled on Manhattan Island?  The Dutch landed here and bought it from the Indians for a barrel of rum and a few necklaces (not a great sum of money) and called it New Amsterdam.  Soon, the British took over the Island and renamed it after the Duke of York.  Many followed the British in settling the island; blacks from the South, immigrants from Puerto Rico, Vietnam, and Cambodia as well as other young Americans lured by the hope of “making it” on the stage or just being a part of the excitement that is New York.  The districts which now make up New York City are:  Manhattan Island, Queens, The Bronx, Brooklyn, and Staten Island.

2. Read text about the Statue of Liberty.

3. Match the following sites to their descriptions.

Broadway

theatre district

Central Park

a place to relax and play

Ellis Island

more than 12 million people entered American here

Empire St. Building
once the tallest building, King Kong climbed it

Rockefeller Center
Christmas tree is put up here every winter, ice rink

Times Square

heart of Manhattan, New Year’s Eve hangout

United Nations
headquarters are located in Manhattan

Big Apple

nickname of New York City 

Wall Street

financial district

World Trade Center
was once located near financial district and was destroyed in 2001

Homework:  

1. What do you think your first impressions would be of New York?  How would you spend your time?

2. What do you think of the immigration policy of American now?  Why do you suppose it is so difficult to become a citizen?

The Statue of Liberty


Early in 1884m the head of the statue of Liberty rose above the rooftops of Paris.  On July 4m wit ha great ceremony, the completed statue, conceived and fashioned by French sculpture Fredic Auguste Bartholdi, was presented to the U.S. by the people of France as a symbol of Franco-American friendship.  In May, 1885, the 151-foot (46 meter) statue, left France and was put  in New York harbor where it opened October 28, 1886.


Although not at first related to the concept of immigration, the fact that the statue was the first sight viewed by immigrants who came to the U.S, by ship from Europe to Ellis Island, the country’s major immigration station, soon forges a mental and emotional link between the statue and the millions of immigrants.  This link was given literary expression in Emma Lazarus’s people, “The New Colossus,” written in 1883 and inscribed on a plaque which has added to the statue in 1903.


…Give me your tired, your poor,


Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,


The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.


Send thee, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,


I lift my lamp beside the golden door!

New York, New York, by Frank Sinatra

Start spreading the news, I’m leaving today
I want to be a part of it - new york, new york
These vagabond shoes, are longing to stray
Right through the very heart of it - new york, new york

I wanna wake up in a city, that doesn’t sleep
And find I’m king of the hill - top of the heap

These little town blues, are melting away
I’ll make a brand new start of it - in old new york
If I can make it there, I’ll make it anywhere
It’s up to you - new york, new york

New york, new york
I want to wake up in a city, that never sleeps
And find I’m a number one �top of the list, king of the hill
A number one

These little town blues, are melting away
I’m gonna make a brand new start of it - in old new york
And if I can make it there, I’m gonna make it anywhere

It up to you - new york new york

New york

Lesson 15:  The 1930’s:  A Time of Depression

SWBAT:  Understand the difficulties and accomplishments of this time period 

Materials:  1930’s Depression handout

Warm-Up:  What does the word depression mean to you?  Why do you think this term was given to a whole time era in American history?

Procedure:  
1. Break up the following handout into parts and in groups have the students read together.

2. After reading through the handout, create a list of the good and bad things that happened during this time period.

Bad





Good

Stockmarket  crashes



Star Spangled Banner is national anthem

Unemployment



Begin making the television

No food




Radio is main form of entertainment

Dust Bowl




Empire St. Building is finished

Bread lines




Hoover Damn completed

Family relations were stressed

Roosevelt elected President

Hindenburg burns



Nylon stockings are invented

Amelia Earhart disappears

Homework:


Even though the Depression was a time of difficulties, explain how Americans hoped for a better future.

Depression Era of 1930’s

Imagine what it would be like to have a family full of brothers and sisters.  Babies wrapped in blankets, no clothes underneath, their families couldn't afford them.  Imagine all your other siblings in ragged hand-me-downs, and old scraps you found on the street.  You're all so depressed, because Dad lost his job.  You have to wait in line, all of you, every morning, really early, babies are still asleep, all for a microscopic crumb or crust of bread.  This was the 1930's: The Great Depression was bearing down on all; the Hindenburg air ship burned;  Charles Lindbergh's baby was kidnapped and later found dead. Follow us as we sail through the headlines of the New York Times and the articles.  Imagine, just imagine. 

Headline Events 
     The 1930's was a time of depression, the Great Depression.  The Great Depression lasted from the late 1920's all through the 30's. During this period, many people were unemployed, and many families didn't have much food.  In this time, many other events occurred in our world, some being the following.  One was known as the Dust Bowl.  During the year of 1930 most farmers would get quite an amount of rain, and healthy crops. But, once the year changed so did the weather. The mud dried up and turned into dust, and that was the start of The Dust Bowl. Although the dust was bad there still was some good to come out of this period; the farmers heard that in California there was gold, so most of the farmers tried to go  there. The Dust Bowl lasted until 1936.  

      In 1931  the "Star Spangled Banner" became our national anthem.  Another main event  that happened in 1931 that was:  Believe it or not, scientists had begun experimenting with the idea of transmitting images over long distances.  In 1931, the television was in its infancy. At the time, people didn't realize that in 50 years televisions would be the main toy and entertainment of the century.  Another big hit in the 1930's was for the whole family to gather around the radio.  It was their main way to hear the news, except for going into town, which was a place they didn't go every day.  
 

On May 1st 1931, the world's tallest building, the Empire State Building, was opened by President Hoover in New York.  It was and still is 380 meters high and 102 stories with a solid steel frame.  To this day it still stands, used and improved.  

     Daily life in the thirties was hard and stressful. What if you came home and your wife yelled at you because you had no job or your husband threw a fit because there was no bread? This was how most people were in the thirties, miserable. The lines for bread were long and they lasted long too. The jobs were very hard to get especially in 1933. Imagine if you had to live in the thirties. 

     In 1932 President Roosevelt was elected, and again re-elected in 1936.  Roosevelt built our country's economy and is known to be one of many people's favorite president.  

     In 1937 the German Hindenburg air ship burned to the ground in less than two minutes by a spark the size of an ant, leaving 33 people killed, 12 people injured, and only 64 people got away not badly hurt.  

     The development of new types of fibers in the early 30's was finally bearing fruit. In 1937 the Du Pont company in the USA was able to make nylon stockings for the first time, although they were not yet available in stores to the general public.  
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     The major painting of 1937 was titled "Guernica" by Pablo Picasso.  It was nearly 8 meters long.  This painting reveals a bombing, while a soldier lays dead on the floor and a women is screaming wildly.  

     The famous American women pilot, Amelia Earhart, disappeared on a flight around the world in July of 1938. She was two thirds of the way around when her plane was believed to crash in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.  

Fashion 

    The fashion of the 1930's was very different than the fashion today.  Hats for both men and women were popular for both day and evening wear. Dresses were often cut of the bias to allow a smoother drape of the fabric. Women wore long halter topped dresses, lace frocks, negligees, and corsets. Men wore suits with a matching top hat and over coats.   

	Popular books  

· The Grapes of Wrath   by John Steinbeck 

· Gone With The Wind   by Margaret Mitchell 

· To Have and Have Not  by Earnest Hemingway 

· Northwest Passage  by Kenneth Robert 

· Of Mice and Men  by John Steinbeck 


Entertainment 

During the 1930's there were many choices for entertainment,  whether it was Snow White or some super hero. Most children liked to listen to the radio with "Little Orphan Annie", the brave detective child with a wild imagination, and Sandy, her pet dog, while trying to solve the mystery. All the fans of Annie's would buy pins, books, watches, and other top-secret detective things.  
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The adults liked the movie, Gone With the Wind, a Civil War romance story, with "The  King of Hollywood," Clark Gable! Also there was Shirley Temple,  known for her blonde ringlets and her ability to sing and tap dance Shirley Temple became a favorite celebrity in 1934 when she first stared in the following: Now and Forever, Little Miss Marker, and Bright Eyes. By the end of the year she  received an Academy Award, and was declared a  favorite for the whole family!  By the end of the decade, one of the first color motion pictures was released. The Wizard of Oz made it's screen debut in 1939. 

Wars and Military Conflicts 

    Adolph Hitler had been persecuting the Jews for almost 15 years. This time was very scary, and a time that the Jews and some other minorities had to stay tucked away.  This time was miserable, for everyone!  Anne Frank and many of  the other Jews were forced to endure Hitler's Concentration Camps.  After they were in the Concentration Camps the Nazis tattooed numbers on the people's arms.  They were no longer known by their name, but by their numbers.  They were worked very hard and got little food.  More than half of the people turned ill, died, or were killed by the Nazis in the Concentration Camps.  

Science And Medicine 

There have been many advances in science and medicine since the 30's.  Pluto was discovered in  1930.  And is now the smallest planet in this galaxy.  In 1931 there was the  first clinical use of Penicillin.  In 1937 there was insulin used to control diabetes.  This quote was spoken by Albert Einstein in 1930:  

	"The most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of all true art and science."  
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So, now can you imagine what it would be like to live in the 1930's?  Sometimes stressful, sometimes worrying, sometimes miserable, But always full of hope for a better time.  

Lesson 16:  1950’s Culture and Rock n’Roll 

SWBAT:  Speak about the roots of rock n’ roll and the effects it had on American youth

Materials:  CD player, lyrics to music, reading handout

Warm-up:  Listen to Elvis

Procedure:

1. Intro to the 1950’s.  Copy into books

After the war, many Americans felt the need to conform and become unified.  Men were the breadwinners while women stayed at home.  Communities were created in the suburbs by he housing developments.  Workers had more free time and entertainment and recreation grew, like the television.  Many at this time protested this conformity.  The Beat generation was a set of authors that wrote about this non-conformity include Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg.  This non-conformity also inspired musicians like Elvis Presley, Ritchie Valens and Chuck Berry

2. Read the text on the Birth of Rock n’ Roll.


Lee Mintz, the owner of a Cleveland record shop, noticed a startling change in his business.  White teenagers were flooding into his store to buy rhythm and blues records, known as “Negro music.”  Mintz soon told disc jockey Alan Freed about the trend.  Though not certain it would draw a large audience, in 1951 Freed started a radio program devoted to the music.  His “moondog show” was an instant success.  What Freed called “rock n’ roll” had reached the world.  


Countless adults disliked rock n’ roll and the effect it produced in teenagers.  One psychiatrist even claimed the music caused a “prehistoric rhythmic trance” in listeners.  Others objected to the supposed immorality associated with the music, while some did not like to see white and black singer audiences interacting.  Still more did not understand the music’s lyrics.  Nevertheless, teenagers continued to see rock n’roll as a welcome breath of fresh air.

3. Listen to music!!!

Homework:
1. Where does rock n’ roll come from?

2. Why were parents and even nations fearful of this type of music?

3. Why did so many teenagers around the world go crazy for rock n’ roll?

Elvis Presley, Jailhouse Rock

The warden threw a party in the county jail.
The prison band was there and they began to wail.
The band was jumpin’ and the joint began to swing.
You should’ve heard those knocked out jailbirds sing.
Let’s rock, everybody, let’s rock.
Everybody in the whole cell block
Was dancin’ to the jailhouse rock.

Spider murphy played the tenor saxophone,
Little joe was blowin’ on the slide trombone.
The drummer boy from illinois went crash, boom, bang,
The whole rhythm section was the purple gang.
Let’s rock, everybody, let’s rock.
Everybody in the whole cell block
Was dancin’ to the jailhouse rock.

Number forty-seven said to number three:
You’re the cutest jailbird I ever did see.
I sure would be delighted with your company,
Come on and do the jailhouse rock with me.
Let’s rock, everybody, let’s rock.
Everybody in the whole cell block
Was dancin’ to the jailhouse rock.

The sad sack was a sittin’ on a block of stone
Way over in the corner weepin’ all alone.
The warden said, hey, buddy, don’t you be no square.
If you can’t find a partner use a wooden chair.
Let’s rock, everybody, let’s rock.
Everybody in the whole cell block
Was dancin’ to the jailhouse rock.

Shifty henry said to bugs, for heaven’s sake,
No one’s lookin’, now’s our chance to make a break.
Bugsy turned to shifty and he said, nix nix,
I wanna stick around a while and get my kicks.
Let’s rock, everybody, let’s rock.
Everybody in the whole cell block
Was dancin’ to the jailhouse rock.

Elvis Presley, Hound Dog

You ain’t nothin’ but a hound dog
Cryin’ all the time.
You ain’t nothin’ but a hound dog
Cryin’ all the time.
Well, you ain’t never caught a rabbit
And you ain’t no friend of mine.

When they said you was high classed,
Well, that was just a lie.
When they said you was high classed,
Well, that was just a lie.
You ain’t never caught a rabbit
And you ain’t no friend of mine.

Elvis Presley, Teddy Bear

Baby let me be,
Your lovin’ teddy bear
Put a chain around my neck,
And lead me anywhere
Oh let me be
Your teddy bear.

I don’t wanna be a tiger
Cause tigers play too rough
I don’t wanna be a lion
’cause lions ain’t the kind
You love enough.
Just wanna be, your teddy bear
Put a chain around my neck
And lead me anywhere
Oh let me be
Your teddy bear.

Baby let me be, around you every night
Run your fingers through my hair,
And cuddle me real tight

Chuck Berry, Johnny B. Goode 

Deep down Louisiana close to New Orleans,
Way back up in the woods among the evergreens
There stood a log cabin made of earth and wood,
Where lived a country boy named of Johnny B. Goode
Who never ever learned to read or write so well,
But he could play the guitar like ringing a bell. 
(Chorus) 

Go Go
Go Johnny Go
Go Go
Johnny B. Goode
He use to carry his guitar in a gunny sack
Or sit beneath the trees by the railroad track.
Oh, the engineers used to see him sitting in the shade,
Strumming with the rhythm that the drivers made.
The People passing by, they would stop and say
Oh my that little country boy could play 

(Chorus) 

His mother told him someday you will be a man,
And you would be the leader of a big old band.
Many people coming from miles around
To hear you play your music when the sun go down
Maybe someday your name will be in lights
Saying Johnny B. Goode tonight. 

(Chorus)
Lesson 17:  The Times, They are A-Changin’….

SWBAT:  Speak about important events during the 1960’s

Materials:  Reading handouts, music lyrics and cd player

Warm-Up:  Listen to Buffalo Springfield, For What it’s Worth

In your opinion, how do you think that the lyrics relate to the 1960’s?

Procedure:  

1. Divide the class into groups and assign each group an event from the 1960’s.

· John F. Kennedy becomes President in 1960.  In 1961, he created the Peace Corps to assist developing countries and for Americans to have a better understanding of foreigners and vice versa.  On November 22, 1963m he was assassinated in Dallas, Texas.

· The Space Race  Soviets had put the first satellite and man in outer space.  Kennedy promised that before the decade was finished, we would put a man on the moon.  In July 1969, Neil Armstrong walked on the moon with millions of Americans watching, “One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”

· Vietnam War  August 7, 1964, President John receives permission to send troops to Vietnam to prevent communism from spreading.  At first, 25,000 troops were employed, but by 1968 the number rose to 500,000.  It was the first war seen on television.  As a result, there were massive amounts of student revolts.  The war didn’t end until 1973 with a loss of 58,000 lives.

· Civil Rights Movement  Minority groups such as Blacks, Latinos, Native Americans and women all fight to be treated equally.  Martin Luther King, Jr. led the movement in Washington.  In his March on Washington in 1963, more than 200,000 people attended his “I Have a Dream” speech.  In 1964, the Civil Rights Act was signed which outlawed public discrimination.  In 1968, he was assassinated….a few months later, Senator Robert Kennedy was assassinated.

· Counter-Culture  The youth revolted in all areas of lifestyle.  Hippies were known to wear blue jeans, bell-bottoms, tye-dye, and keep their hair long.  There also was the British invasion of music like the Rolling Stones, The Beatles and others.  Singers like Pete Seeger and Bob Dylan protested about government policies at the time through their music.  The climax of the counter-culture was in the summer of 1969.  In Woodstock, New York, a 3-day love/peace/music festival took place with half a million in attendance. 

2. Listen to Bob Dylan, Blowin’ in the Wind

Homework:


In JFK’s inaugural speech, he stated, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.”  How did American people strive to change their country?  How can you as a young Ukrainian bring change to your country?

Buffalo Springfield, For What its Worth

There's something happening here 
What it is ain't exactly clear 
There's a man with a gun over there 
Telling me I got to beware 

I think it's time we stop, children, what's that sound 
Everybody look what's going down 

There's battle lines being drawn 
Nobody's right if everybody's wrong 
Young people speaking their minds 
Getting so much resistance from behind 

I think it's time we stop, hey, what's that sound 
Everybody look what's going down 

What a field-day for the heat 
A thousand people in the street 
Singing songs and carrying signs 
Mostly say, hooray for our side 

It's time we stop, hey, what's that sound 
Everybody look what's going down 

Paranoia strikes deep 
Into your life it will creep 
It starts when you're always afraid 
You step out of line, the man come and take you away 

We better stop, hey, what's that sound 
Everybody look what's going down 
Stop, hey, what's that sound 
Everybody look what's going down 
Stop, now, what's that sound 
Everybody look what's going down 
Stop, children, what's that sound 
Everybody look what's going down

Bob Dylan, Blowin’ in the Wind

How many roads must a man walk down
Before you call him a man? 
Yes, ’n’ how many seas must a white dove sail
Before she sleeps in the sand? 
Yes, ’n’ how many times must the cannon balls fly
Before they’re forever banned? 
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind,
The answer is blowin’ in the wind.

How many times must a man look up
Before he can see the sky? 
Yes, ’n’ how many ears must one man have
Before he can hear people cry? 
Yes, ’n’ how many deaths will it take till he knows
That too many people have died? 
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind,
The answer is blowin’ in the wind.

How many years can a mountain exist
Before it’s washed to the sea? 
Yes, ’n’ how many years can some people exist
Before they’re allowed to be free? 
Yes, ’n’ how many times can a man turn his head,
Pretending he just doesn’t see? 
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind,
The answer is blowin’ in the wind.

How many times must a man look up?

Before he can see the sky?

Yes, ’n’ how many ears must one man have

Before he can hear people cry?

Yes, ’n’ how many deaths will it take til he knows

That too many people have died?

The answer my friend, is blowin’ in the wind,

The answer in blowin’ in the wind.

Lesson 18:  Baseball – An American Pastime

SWBAT:  Speak about some rules of baseball, the importance of baseball in American culture

Materials:  Lyrics to “Take Me Out to the Ball Game,” Abbot and Costello skit

Warm-up:  If you were to go to see Kyiv-Dynamo play, what are some things that you would bring with you?  Why do you enjoy watching sporting events?  

Procedure:  
1. A little history….For nearly 150 years, baseball has been known as an American pastime.  There are many other popular sports in American like football and basketball, but baseball is by far associated with the American spirit.  It’s a relaxed game that all an enjoy either playing or simply watching.

2. The field positions of baseball…







Second base

Outfield






Short






Stop





Third 



First base

Base







Home plate







Catcher


3. Vocabulary used in baseball:

a. Strike


e.  Hit

b. Ball


f.  Peanuts

c. Inning


g.  Popcorn

d. Home-run


h.  Hot Dog

4. Popular baseball players:  Lou Gerig, Mickey Mantle, Joe DiMaggio, Babe Ruth

5. Sing “Take Me Out to the Ball Game”

Take me out to the ball game,

Take me out to the crowd.

Buy me some peanuts and cracker jack,

I don’t care if I ever get back,

Let me root, root, root for the home team,

If they don’t win it’s a shame.

For it’s one, two, three strikes, you’re out,

At the old ball game!

6. Act out Abbot and Costello skit, “Who’s on First?”

Homework:


Create sentences using the following baseball idioms.

1. keep your eye on the ball- to remain alert to the events occurring around you

2. throw someone a curve-  to confuse someone by doing something unexpected

3. out in left field-  offbeat; unusual and eccentric

“Who’s On First?”

Abbott: Well, Costello, I'm going to New York with you. Bucky Harris the Yankee's manager gave me a job as coach for as long as you're on the team.

Costello: Look Abbott, if you're the coach, you must know all the players.

Abbott: I certainly do.

Costello: Well you know I've never met the guys. So you'll have to tell me their names, and then I'll know who's playing on the team.

Abbott: Oh, I'll tell you their names, but you know it seems to me they give these ball players now-a-days very peculiar names.

Costello: You mean funny names?

Abbott: Strange names, pet names...like Dizzy Dean...

Costello: His brother Daffy

Abbott: Daffy Dean...

Costello: And their French cousin.

Abbott: French?

Costello: Goofe'

Abbott: Goofe' Dean. Well, let's see, we have on the bags, Who's on first, What's on second, I Don't Know is on third...

Costello: That's what I want to find out.

Abbott: I say Who's on first, What's on second, I Don't Know's on third.

Costello: Are you the manager?

Abbott: Yes.

Costello: You gonna be the coach too?

Abbott: Yes.

Costello: And you don't know the fellows' names.

Abbott: Well I should.

Costello: Well then who's on first?

Abbott: Yes.

Costello: I mean the fellow's name.

Abbott: Who.

Costello: The guy on first.

Abbott: Who.

Costello: The first baseman.

Abbott: Who.

Costello: The guy playing...

Abbott: Who is on first!

Costello: I'm asking you who's on first.

Abbott: That's the man's name.

Costello: That's who's name?

Abbott: Yes.

Costello: Well go ahead and tell me.

Abbott: That's it.

Costello: That's who?

Abbott: Yes. PAUSE

Costello: Look, you gotta first baseman?

Abbott: Certainly.

Costello: Who's playing first?

Abbott: That's right.

Costello: When you pay off the first baseman every month, who gets the money?

Abbott: Every dollar of it.

Costello: All I'm trying to find out is the fellow's name on first base.

Abbott: Who.

Costello: The guy that gets...

Abbott: That's it.

Costello: Who gets the money...

Abbott: He does, every dollar of it. Sometimes his wife comes down and collects it.

Costello: Who's wife?

Abbott: Yes. PAUSE

Abbott: What's wrong with that?

Costello: I wanna know is when you sign up the first baseman, how does he sign his name?

Abbott: Who.

Costello: The guy.

Abbott: Who.

Costello: How does he sign...

Abbott: That's how he signs it.

Costello: Who?

Abbott: Yes. PAUSE

Costello: All I'm trying to find out is what's the guys name on first base.

Abbott: No. What is on second base.

Costello: I'm not asking you who's on second.

Abbott: Who's on first.

Costello: One base at a time!

Abbott: Well, don't change the players around.

Costello: I'm not changing nobody!

Abbott: Take it easy, buddy.

Costello: I'm only asking you, who's the guy on first base?

Abbott: That's right.

Costello: OK.

Abbott: Alright. PAUSE

Costello: What's the guy's name on first base?

Abbott: No. What is on second.

Costello: I'm not asking you who's on second.

Abbott: Who's on first.

Costello: I don't know.

Abbott: He's on third, we're not talking about him.

Costello: Now how did I get on third base?

Abbott: Why you mentioned his name.

Costello: If I mentioned the third baseman's name, who did I say is playing third?

Abbott: No. Who's playing first.

Costello: What's on base?

Abbott: What's on second.

Costello: I don't know.

Abbott: He's on third.

Costello: There I go, back on third again! PAUSE

Costello: Would you just stay on third base and don't go off it.

Abbott: Alright, what do you want to know?

Costello: Now who's playing third base?

Abbott: Why do you insist on putting Who on third base?

Costello: What am I putting on third.

Abbott: No. What is on second.

Costello: You don't want who on second?

Abbott: Who is on first.

Costello: I don't know. Together: Third base! PAUSE

Costello: Look, you gotta outfield?

Abbott: Sure.

Costello: The left fielder's name?

Abbott: Why.

Costello: I just thought I'd ask you.

Abbott: Well, I just thought I'd tell ya.

Costello: Then tell me who's playing left field.

Abbott: Who's playing first.

Costello: I'm not...stay out of the infield!!! I want to know what's the guy's name in left field?

Abbott: No, What is on second.

Costello: I'm not asking you who's on second.

Abbott: Who's on first!

Costello: I don't know. Together: Third base! PAUSE

Costello: The left fielder's name?

Abbott: Why.

Costello: Because!

Abbott: Oh, he's center field. PAUSE

Costello: Look, You gotta pitcher on this team?

Abbott: Sure.

Costello: The pitcher's name?

Abbott: Tomorrow.

Costello: You don't want to tell me today?

Abbott: I'm telling you now.

Costello: Then go ahead.

Abbott: Tomorrow!

Costello: What time?

Abbott: What time what?

Costello: What time tomorrow are you gonna tell me who's pitching?

Abbott: Now listen. Who is not pitching.

Costello: I'll break you're arm if you say who's on first!!! I want to know what's the pitcher's name?

Abbott: What's on second.

Costello: I don't know. Together: Third base! PAUSE

Costello: Gotta a catcher?

Abbott: Certainly.

Costello: The catcher's name?

Abbott: Today.

Costello: Today, and tomorrow's pitching.

Abbott: Now you've got it.

Costello: All we got is a couple of days on the team. PAUSE

Costello: You know I'm a catcher too.

Abbott: So they tell me.

Costello: I get behind the plate to do some fancy catching, Tomorrow's pitching on my team and a heavy hitter gets up. Now the heavy hitter bunts the ball. When he bunts the ball, me, being a good catcher, I'm gonna throw the guy out at first. So I pick up the ball and throw it to who?

Abbott: Now that's the first thing you've said right.

Costello: I don't even know what I'm talking about! PAUSE

Abbott: That's all you have to do.

Costello: Is to throw the ball to first base.

Abbott: Yes!

Costello: Now who's got it?

Abbott: Naturally. PAUSE

Costello: Look, if I throw the ball to first base, somebody's gotta get it. Now who has it?

Abbott: Naturally.

Costello: Who?

Abbott: Naturally.

Costello: Naturally?

Abbott: Naturally.

Costello: So I pick up the ball and I throw it to Naturally.

Abbott: No you don't you throw the ball to Who.

Costello: Naturally.

Abbott: That's different.

Costello: That's what I said.

Abbott: you're not saying it...

Costello: I throw the ball to Naturally.

Abbott: You throw it to Who.

Costello: Naturally.

Abbott: That's it.

Costello: That's what I said!

Abbott: You ask me.

Costello: I throw the ball to who?

Abbott: Naturally.

Costello: Now you ask me.

Abbott: You throw the ball to Who?

Costello: Naturally.

Abbott: That's it.

Costello: Same as you! Same as YOU!!! I throw the ball to who. Whoever it is drops the ball and the guy runs to second. Who picks up the ball and throws it to What. What throws it to I Don't Know. I Don't Know throws it back to Tomorrow, Triple play. Another guy gets up and hits a long fly ball to Because. Why? I don't know! He's on third and I don't give a darn!

Abbott: What?

Costello: I said I don't give a darn!

Abbott: Oh, that's our shortstop.

Costello: (makes screaming sound)





   Pitcher
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