AMERICAN
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STUDIES

PREFACE
To Ukrainian Educators, Peace Corps Volunteers (and whoever else should happen to stumble upon this):


Welcome to PCV Ryan Stahl’s course plan for the teaching of American Country Studies.  The plan contained in these pages is compiled from lesson plans that were put together during the academic year of 2002-3.  Some were put together more hastily than others, and all of them have been revised.


The purpose of this plan is to supply educators with a base for the teaching of American Country Studies.  The plans included are far from perfect, but this design was begun at zero.


The goal of the plan is to teach and hopefully reinforce the basics of American History, Economy, Culture, and Social Problems.  During the years that I taught this subject, I was asked to not give the students homework.  Most of the assignments included a small In-class/homework assignment, but most of these assignments – if they are indeed carried home – should only take five to ten minutes to finish up.  Also, this plan was designed concurrently with a similar one for American Literature – which was taught to the students of the same form during the same year.  Some of the concepts (structuring a paragraph and an essay) are introduced in that plan.  Hopefully, if you have come across this, the other is nearby.


Each lesson is based around the year-long composition of an ‘interactive textbook.’  The textbook should take the following form:


(1) Ask the students to buy, at the beginning of the year, one 96-page copy book.


(2) During the first lesson, help them make the book according to this format:



-The first page is the title page



-The following two pages will compose the index

-The back of the third page will be the first page of the book.  It should be numbered ‘1’ in the corner.  This pattern should continue to the end of the book.

-The final thirteen pages will be a dictionary where the students will place words that they encounter throughout the course.  One side of each of the final thirteen pages should contain a letter of the English Alphabet.

-At the beginning of each lesson, a text is usually presented for the students to copy.  This will always go on an odd-numbered page.

-In-class or homework will always be done on the even-numbered pages.  This way, at the end of the year the students will be in possession of a book full of texts that will all be similar and homework that will differ.  They will also have a small dictionary that they have made.


I collected these ‘interactive textbooks’ periodically to make sure that the students were doing such things as keeping up with assignments and keeping their indices current.


Overall, the plan may seem short.  My lessons were the first to go during half-days and holidays.  The review games included at the end and the subsequent examination cover only the information contained in this course plan.  Also, references to a textbook are made.  This is American Studies by V.M. Pavlotskiy and it was used during the lessons when needed.












Good Luck,












Ryan Stahl

Lesson #1

Goals:

-Introduce the pre-colonial history of America.



-Answer questions – in written form – about colonial America.

Text (included) Page #1

Leading Up to the Colonies

Although it was Christopher Columbus, a Spaniard, who first discovered the beginnings of what would become the United States, it was not the Spanish that would come to colonize the new continent: Columbus was never to see mainland America, but the Spanish possessions that he helped establish became essential later on.  Juan Ponce de Leon, in search of a magical ‘fountain of youth’, left from Columbus’ outpost and reached Florida in 1513.  Hernando de Soto explored the southeastern US in 1539, traveling as far as the Mississippi River.  Francisco Coronado explored the southwestern US.  Leaving from Mexico, he traveled as far as Kansas and viewed the Grand Canyon in his search for the seven lost cities of gold.


In 1588, the Spanish Armada was defeated by the British fleet, and Britain consequently became the world’s foremost naval power.  This change, as we will see, undoubtedly had effects upon the colonization of America – as it was now Britain that could provide its new territory with the greatest amount of protection.

In-class or Homework Page #2


Go over with or read through the text on pp. 239-45 of the American Studies textbook with the students.  Assign the following questions over the reading:


(1) Who began the Massachusetts Bay Colony?  Why?

The Massachusetts Bay Colony was begun by the Puritans – a religious group from England.  The founded the colony to escape religious persecution.
(2) Where (in what area) was the growing of tobacco most popular?

In the middle colonies (Maryland, Carolina, Virginia).

(3) In what was one of the earliest forms “democracy” seen in America?

The ‘town meeting’ was one of the earliest forms of the evidence of democracy.
(4) Where was the second-biggest group of people in the colonies from in 1760?

Africa (slaves).
(5) How did William Penn treat the Indians? (Give an example).

William Penn treated them relatively well.  For example, he paid them for their land (instead of just taking it by force).
Lesson #2
Goals:

-Introduce the US Political System.

-Understand the system by working in groups to organize attached processes and understand what branch of the government is involved in each part of the process.

Warm-up: Review questions assigned at the end of the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #3

The US Political System

Think of the US Government as a tree – it has three branches of equal strength.  The branches all have different duties and serve to keep each other ‘checked and balanced.’  The branches are:


Congress-
The Senate and the House of Representatives.  Every state has two members in the senate (total = 100).

(Legislative)
A state’s representatives are determined by population – therefore, California has 54 and Alaska has 3.  This branch proposes and votes on laws.

President-
Appoints heads and senior officials of executive branch agencies.  Can veto proposed laws from congress.

(Executive)
Commands the military.

Supreme Court-
Declares whether or not laws passed by congress are unconstitutional.  President appoints judges.

(Judicial)
Appointments are for life.

Note – Three political processes are included at the back of the course plan for the following exercise.
In-class work

Divide the students into two (or four if there are many) groups.  Using the ‘Political Processes’ handout included in the course plan, distribute one process to each group (cut the process into pieces so that the students don’t know what order it goes in – the order that it appears on the handout is the correct order).  Ask them to:


Work together and put your group’s process in the correct order.


After they have finished, have each group present its process to the class and explain which branches of the government were involved in each step of the process.

Homework Page #4


There is an excellent diagram listed on page 18 of the American Studies textbook.  Have the students:


Copy the diagram on page #18 into your interactive textbook.

Lesson #3

Goals:

-Introduce the history of the events leading up to America’s Revolutionary War.



-Answer questions, in written form, about the formation of America’s Constitution.

Warm-up: Review the political system of America from last time.

Text (included) Page #5

Leading Up to War


After defeating the French and Indians in 1763, Britain acquired a huge amount of new land and, along with it, the responsibility of governing it.  However, nine years of war in America and seven years of war in Europe (both with France) had nearly broken the crown.  To therefore pay the war debt, the crown imposed a number of taxes upon the colonists.  Some of them were:


Currency Act (1764) – Colonies couldn’t print money.


Quartering Act (1765) – Colonists had to provide food and housing to royal soldiers.


Stamp Act (1765) – Stamps must be fixed to all paper products (newspapers, leases, pamphlets, etc.)


*In 1773, the East India Tea Company was granted a monopoly of all tea trade in the colonies.

The colonists’ biggest gripe with each of these was that they were all instances (except the last) of ‘taxation without representation.’  The colonies were the greatest source of wealth in the British Empire, yet they received no say in British Parliament.

In-class or Homework Page #6


Go over the reading on pp. 252-4 in the American Studies textbook.  Ask them to answer, in writing, the following questions from the reading:


(1) When and where was the Constitutional Convention held?


It was held in May of 1787 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

(2) How did the members of the Constitutional Convention express their dislike for the British system of government in the federal system that they created?

The federal system divided power between the national and state governments.  Therefore, a situation could not arise (or so they hoped) where the people could not be dominated by or subject to the decisions of a single person (like the king) or governing body (like parliament, because the states retained some independent powers).
(3) What were the first ten amendments of the Constitution called?

The Bill of Rights.
Lesson #4

Goals:

-Introduce the history of America’s Civil War.



-Discuss, through answering questions in written form, some of the events of the Civil War.

Warm-up: Review the questions assigned at the end of the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #7

Civil War

After nearly seventy years of incredible growth, the United States finally became divided on an issue that had steadily grown more and more problematic – slavery.  Originally, all thirteen states had allowed slavery, but since the signing of the Constitution until 1861, the North and South became more and more divided on the issue.  The North began to focus more on industry and trade, while the South stayed primarily agricultural and needed slaves to work the fields.  Also, and abolitionist movement began in the North which was composed of people who wanted a complete end to slavery in the United States.


Thus, in 1861 – shortly after the election of President Abraham Lincoln – seven states seceded (broke away from or left) the union and civil war began between the North and the South.  The southern armies came to be headed, over the course of the war, by General Robert E. Lee.  The northern armies were headed by General Ulysses S. Grant.  The war was the bloodiest that America has ever seen, and it lasted for four years – until 1865.

In-class or Homework Page #8


Go over the reading on pp. 267-71 in the American Studies textbook with the students.  Ask them to answer, in writing, the following questions:


(1) Which state seceded first?


South Carolina.

(2) What advantages did the south have?

The southern generals were in command of five of the nation’s six military districts, the blacks worked so that the whites could fight, they were fighting on their own land, they needed only to tire out the north for victory while the north needed to conquer them.

(3) What did President Lincoln issue on January 1, 1863?  What did this do?

President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation that freed all slaves.
(4) What happened to Lincoln almost immediately after the war had ended?

He was shot while attending a play by the actor, John Wilkes Booth.
Lesson #5
Goals:

-Introduce US history ‘between two wars’ – the Civil and First World Wars – and the industrial revolution.



-Examine other events, by answering questions in written form, from the time of the industrial revolution.

Warm-up: Review questions from last time.

Text (included) Page #9

Between Two Wars


Once America was again reunited after the Civil War, it began a period of growth that would continue until the early twentieth-century.  During this time, America would transform itself from an agrarian state into an urban one.


These changes came about as a result of technology as well as social policy.  Inventions such as the telegraph, telephone, rotary press, and the combine were all introduced making communication (the first two), printing, and agriculture, respectively, all more advanced.  The trans-continental railroad was finished in 1869, and it allowed millions of Americans to move west.  Also, America embraced a policy of ‘laissez-faire’ capitalism in which the government intervened very little into big business.  This policy allowed for the strongest to survive, and made some men – such as Carnegie and Rockefeller – to become unbelievably rich.  However, as a result of little government intervention, working conditions for the common man dropped and millions of laborers worked ten to twelve hours a day for barely enough money to survive.

In-class or Homework Page #10

Go over the reading on pp. 273-8 in the American Studies textbook with the students.  Ask them to answer, in writing, the following questions:


(1) What two populist demands became part of the US constitution?

(1) Bracketed income tax percentages – as the amount of money that a person earned increased, so would the percentage of it that he or she paid to the government in taxes.

(2) US senators came to be directly elected by the population.

(2) How is competition in business healthy?

Competition can help to keep prices down, companies to be efficient, and companies to offer better services to their customers in order to win them away from other companies.
(3) What were the important elements of the industrial revolution (what things made it possible)?

Natural resources, capital, workers, inventions.

(4) What did Rockefeller do with much of his fortune?

He devoted it to good works (charities, libraries, museums, etc.).

Lesson #6
Goals:

-Introduce the history of the civil rights struggle and the policy of Affirmative Action.

-Introduce President Bush’s case against the University of Michigan’s use of Affirmative Action in 2003 and compare your (the student’s) view with Bush’s.

Warm-up: Review the questions given at the end of the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #11

The Civil Rights Struggle

According to Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, all blacks were ‘free’ the moment Lincoln announced it in 1863.  However, this ‘freedom’ would come to be a constantly evolving thing over the course of the next century.


The southern US was a difficult place to live if you were black in the first half of the twentieth-century.  Although by 1950, blacks ‘officially’ were equal to whites, the south (and other parts of America as well) had enacted many ‘Jim Crow’ laws.  Such laws were said to make blacks ‘separate but equal’ to whites by making things like special sections for them on buses and in restaurants.


The struggle to end this segregation was called one for civil rights, and was led by those who preached violence (Malcolm X – until near the end of his life) and those who were against it (Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.).  Even though the most notable progress was made in the 1960’s and 1970’s, some people would argue that the struggle still carries on today.  The Reverends Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton are two of the most recognizable names who struggled with the likes of King and X and who still champion the cause of civil rights today.

Note – President Bush’s argument against the use of affirmative action is included in the back of the course plan.
In-class work (top) Page #12

Read through President Bush’s speech (delivered in the spring of 2003) on affirmative action.  ‘Affirmative Action’ is the term that has come to encompass the attempt to give minorities who have been historically discriminated against a better opportunity to advance to more prestigious positions in the professional world.  The term was first used by President John Kennedy in 1961 when he said that we must “take affirmative action” to ensure fair treatment of employees and job applicants, regardless of their race, religion, color, or national origin.  President Lyndon Johnson was president during the passing of the Civil Rights Act in 1964.  

President Richard Nixon was president when the first official affirmative action hiring practices were used in hiring employees for federal (government) contracts. This was known as the Philadelphia Plan.   For example, contractors were given certain hiring goals corresponding to population.  If the population of an area is 12% black, 11% Hispanic, and 77% white, then the employees working for any government organization should reflect these statistics.  Therefore, if a company that is working under a federal contract has 100 employees, 77 should be white, 12 black, and 11 Hispanic.


Have the students draw a horizontal line through the middle of page 12.  On the top of it, answer the four questions below using Bush’s speech:

(1) Does Bush believe in affirmative action as he sees it used by the University of Michigan?  What are his reasons for this belief/disbelief?

No, he does not support it.  He says that “the method used by the University of Michigan to achieve this important goal is fundamentally flawed.”

(2) What problem does President Bush see with the University of Michigan’s quota system in admitting students to its law school?

In the seventh paragraph of the speech, President Bush states that “some minority students are admitted to meet percentage targets while other applicants with higher grades and better scores are passed over. This means that students are being selected or rejected based primarily on the color of their skin.”  He sees this as doing damage in stead of good.

(3) What alternative (different way) does President Bush offer in his speech as a ‘better’ system?

In the following paragraph, President Bush states that some states – California, Florida, and Texas – have devised programs that admit the top students from high schools instead of quotas.  Therefore, with this logic, a student who finishes atop in a school in a black or Hispanic neighborhood (and will most likely be black or Hispanic him or herself) will then be admitted.

(4) What is a possible problem with this argument?

The education offered at every school is different.  Perhaps, at a public school that offers better classes, the top ten students have received a better education than the top five students at another school in the same state.  By the President’s logic, five students who are better educated at the first school will not be admitted if a university accepts the top five students from each school.

On the bottom half of the page, have the students:


Give your opinion on the policy of affirmative action.

Lesson #7

Goals:
-Introduce the shaping of America by studying the history of the wave of immigration that visited it in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.


-Discuss, by answering some questions in written form, some more of the specifics of immigration during this time.

Warm-up: Have the students voice their views on the policy of affirmative action.  (Note – in the class that I taught this lesson to, the students were overwhelming against the policy of affirmative action.  This is understandable.  The purpose of having the students discuss their opinion and read about it is to introduce what President Bush cites in his speech – that “racial prejudice is a reality in America.”)

Text (included) Page #13

Immigration in America


From a very early age, school children in America become familiar with the phrase “melting pot.”  It is taught to them as a way to describe America’s demographic landscape.


If you tried today to search for a “pure” or “true” American, you would have a very difficult time.  Where do you begin?  With Native Americans?  With the first settlers?  Since 1790, the number of people arriving steadily increased.  Primarily Europeans arrived in the beginning.  Unfortunately, many Africans were brought via the vile slave trade.  Many Asians immigrated to America’s west coast during the second-half of the nineteenth-century.  All of these groups can be seen in America’s cultural landscape today.


America’s response to this influx has differed over time – from welcoming anyone with open arms to outright hostility to foreigners.  But in spite of changing attitudes, America will undoubtedly continue to diversify.

In-class or Homework Page #14


The teacher should go over the text, ‘Land of Immigrants,’ on pp. 278-9 of the American Studies textbook.  After reading through it, the students should answer the following questions in written form:


(1) Did the number of people immigrating to the United States increase of decrease after 1840?  Why?

The number of people rose sharply.  This is probably because America’s industrial growth began to take off, and there were therefore more jobs available than in Europe.
(2) Why did many of the immigrants live in sections of cities with other people from their home countries?

They wanted to live among people from their home country.  Also, they could more easily retain their native customs and language.

(3) Why do you think that there was such a big increase of immigrants between 1901 and 1910?

This was the height of the industrial revolution, and the most jobs were available.
Lesson #8
Goals:

-Introduce the system of bi-partisan politics (the republicans and democrats) that exists in America.



-Have the students understand better – through role playing – how members of the two parties view issues.

Warm-up: Review questions from last time.

Text (included) Page #15

Bi-Partisan Politics

Although there are uncountable political parties in the United States, the two biggest players in American politics are the Republican and Democratic parties.


Generally speaking, the two parties tend to by mostly moderate in their views.  They both believe in democracy as the best system of government.  But since they make up a two-party (or ‘bi-partisan’) system, they usually tend to oppose each other on different issues.


The Republicans are generally for less government intervention.  They believe in low taxes and the right of the individual to prosper without the hindrance of taxes.  They usually support big-business.  The most extreme representation of the Republican Party is the Christian Right – a group of individuals who believe that strong Christian faith is a very important element of society.


The Democrats are then for stronger government involvement.  They believe in higher taxes for the creation and sustaining of social welfare programs (health care, education, pensions).  They generally support a stronger division between Church and State than the Republicans do.  The extreme representations of the Democratic Party are the labor unions.

In-class exercise Page #16


Divide the class into two groups.  One group will hold a Democrat’s view of things (according to the text just given), and the other group will hold a Republican view.  Next draw the following diagram on the board:










Agree

Disagree




Abortion




Affirmative Action




Defense Spending (Army, Navy, Air Force, etc.)




Gun Control (control on buying and owning guns)




Welfare




Capital Punishment (state executions of prisoners)




Universal Health Care




Gays (homosexuals) in the Military


The students should work together with their group to come up with a collective opinion as to whether or not they support each issue and why.


Abortion – the right for women to choose is generally not supported by Republicans because of the views of the Christian Right.  The Democrats generally support the women’s right to choose.


Affirmative Action – generally supported by Democrats, not supported by Republicans (see lesson #6 – Bush is a Republican).


Defense Spending – generally supported by Republicans.  Spending on defense means more contracts for other businesses that do things like build tanks, planes, and guns.


Gun Control – generally supported by Democrats and opposed by Republicans, who see it as an infringement on individual rights in the US Constitution (the second amendment of the US Constitution guarantees the right to ‘own and bear arms’ (guns)).


Welfare – generally supported by Democrats (it is a social program) and opposed by Republicans.


Capital Punishment – generally supported by Republicans and opposed by Democrats.  Recently (2003), the governor of the state of Illinois (who was a Republican) released every prisoner from ‘death row’ – where prisoners awaiting execution are kept - during one of his final days in office.  Many of them received life sentences instead.  This was very controversial, especially because he was a Republican.


Universal Health Care – generally supported by Democrats and opposed by Republicans (causes a ‘bigger’ government through raising taxes to pay for such programs).


Gays in the Military – generally supported by Democrats and opposed by Republicans.  The Christian Right generally views homosexuality as a moral sin, or serious wrong.

After they have been discussed, have the students write their party’s opinion on each issue on page #16.

Lesson #9

Goals:

-Introduce the ten official American holidays.



-Have the students decide, in writing, which holiday is least important and why.

Warm-up: Discuss the bi-partisan issues from last lesson and what Democrats and Republicans stand for.

Text (included) Page #17

American Holidays

Americans sometimes as ‘work-o-holics’ – that is, they are addicted to work.  In truth, aside from a few Asian societies, no other country puts in more hours per week at work than America.


Surprisingly then, Americans do find time to celebrate ten ‘official’ holidays.  These are (1) New Year’s Day; (2) Martin Luther King Day, which celebrates the life and work of the famous civil rights leader; (3) President’s Day, which celebrates together the birthdays of some of America’s greatest presidents; (4) Memorial Day, which honors the Americans that died in battle; (5) Independence Day; (6) Labor Day; (7) Columbus Day, which celebrates Columbus’ discovery of America; (8) Veteran’s Day, which honors all those who fought in battle; (9) Thanksgiving, which recognizes the first group of Americans who settled in Massachusetts; and (10) Christmas.

In-class or Homework Page #18


Go over the text on pp. 25-36 of the American Studies textbook with the students.  Discuss the holidays (aside from the maybe the obvious ones like New Year’s Day and Christmas) a bit more in depth with the students.  After this has been done ask the students to write a small composition that does the following:


Abolish one American holiday and explain your reasoning for it.

In my experience with this lesson, most students get rid of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  This is understandable.  It should be emphasized, though, that racism in America is still a very real problem in all levels of society.  The holiday is very young – it was established by congress in 1983.  It is evidence that although slavery ended in America in 1863, the country is still moving toward reparations and equality today.
Lesson #10
Goals:

-Introduce the size, shape, and distribution of jobs in the American economy.

-Have students work together in groups to see how the American economy fits in the larger context of the world by comparing it to other world economies.

Warm-up: Have a few students read their short compositions.  Try and find as many different views as possible.

Text (included) Page #19

The American Economy

The United States has the largest and most technologically powerful economy in the world.  It is a market-oriented economy in which private individuals and business firms make most of the decisions, and the federal and state governments buy needed goods and services predominantly in the private marketplace.  Also, US business firms enjoy much more flexibility than others in Western Europe and Japan.


Here are some statistics about the shape of the economy:


GDP (Gross Domestic Product): $10.082 trillion (2001)


GDP Growth Rate: 0.3% (2001)


GDP composition by sector:



agriculture

2%



industry


18%



services


80%


-The poorest 10% of the population has 1.8% of the wealth.


-The richest 10% of the population has 30.5% of the wealth (1997).


Currency: US Dollar (USD).

*Note – Economic statistics are included at the back of the course plan for the in-class work.
In-class work

Divide the class into four groups.  Distribute to each group a set of statistics for a different country.  From the statistics that they receive and using what they already may know about the country that they receive, have them discuss in groups the following questions:


(1) How can the statistic of GDP be misleading (not completely ‘true’)?


It doesn’t take into account population.
(2) Countries like the US may be called ‘developed,’ while countries like Rwanda and Belarus might be called ‘developing’?  What information before you is different among these countries?

The biggest difference is the amount of employment in the service sector.  For example, in Britain, the services sector is 73.4%, and in the United States it is about 80%.  In Rwanda and Belarus, this statistic is 35%.  When economists use the terms ‘developed’ and ‘developing,’ they usually look at the percentages of employment in the service sector.
(3) What do you think, personally, is wrong with these classifications of ‘developed’ and ‘developing’?

Answers can vary.  One big problem is that economics don’t at all take into account the cultural richness of a country.  Therefore, a country like the United States is viewed as ‘developed,’ although it has a much shorter cultural history than somewhere like Russia.  If something like, for example, like public art collections is taken into account, Russia becomes a much more ‘developed’ country than the United States – the US does not possess a public art collection as impressive as that in St. Petersburg’s ‘Hermitage.’
(4) What do the statistics of richest and poorest 10% of the populations in each country tell you?

Usually, this is an indicator of how socially-oriented a country is.  For example, in the United States (which is not very socialistic), the richest 10% of the population possess 30.5% of the wealth, and the poorest 10% possess 1.8% of the wealth.  Russia is much the same, with the richest 10% possessing 47% of the wealth, and the poorest 10% possessing 5.9% of the wealth.  In both of these cases, there are huge differences between the richest of the rich and the poorest of the poor.  Britain is a bit more moderate (the richest 10% is a bit smaller than in the US, and the poorest 10% is a bit bigger), and therefore probably more socially oriented.
Homework Page #20


Find, on your own, the statistics for Ukraine and answer the same questions.

Lesson #11
Goals:

-Introduce the history of Baseball, the ‘American Pastime.’



-Discuss, by using a timeline, why certain events in the history of baseball reflect the history of the United States.

Warm-up: Go over the homework assigned (comparing the economic statistics of Ukraine with that of the United States).

Text (included) Page #21

The American Pastime

For nearly 150 years, baseball has been known as ‘America’s pastime.’  Some other popular sports – like football and basketball – are nearly as old, but baseball is by far and away most associated with American spirit.


There are many reasons for this.  No other sport in America plays as many professional games.  The major league – baseball’s highest level – has teams in over twenty-five cities, and each team plays 162 games per season (sometimes two in one day).  The season lasts for nine months, too, so by the time one season has finished, it seems that the next is beginning.  It is also the most relaxed of all American sports.  There are seventeen breads per game.  The season encompasses the entire summer, and it is a common occurrence for an entire family to visit a baseball park and enjoy hot dogs and cokes on a summer evening.


Baseball has also produced a great number of heroes as well.  Mickey Mantle, Lou Gerhig, and Joe Dimaggio are a few of them along with George ‘Babe’ Ruth – who was known for his enormous appetite and is considered one of the three most important sports figures in American history along with Michael Jordan and Mohammed Ali.

Included in the back of the course plan is a timeline of the history of baseball.
In-class or Homework Page #22


I pulled eight facts from the timeline.  If there are more than eight students, I had some of them work in pairs.  Distribute one of the facts from the timeline to each student or pair of students, and have them find it on the timeline.  On the board, draw a line that begins with the year 1823 and ends with 2002.  When the students have located their event, have them come forward and place it in the appropriate place on the timeline.  Have them try and explain why their event is important.  The events (and why they’re important) are listed below:


Baseball first appears in a newspaper.

1823 – The reference is vague, but it places baseball earlier in the history of America than any other sport.  The reference also comes less than fifty years after America declared its independence from Britain – the sport has been part of American history for almost as long as America has been an independent country.

Baseball arrives in Cuba.

1860 – This is important in more of a political context than anything else.  In spite of their economic differences, both the United States and Cuba produce some of the best professional baseball players in the world.  Also, when they national teams of the countries meet today, the contest becomes bigger than a sport – it becomes communism v. democracy.

Chicago ‘Black’ Sox Scandal.

1919 – Eight members of the Chicago White Sox are accused of betting against themselves in the World Series (championship) and then intentionally losing.  Eight members of the team are found guilty and banned for life from playing the game at a professional level.  Important because it brought about an end to the idea of ‘innocence’ associated with the game.


Negro National League is founded.


1920 – Important step to breaking down the racial barrier in professional sports.

Women’s Professional League is begun during World War II.

1943 – Demonstrated how important women were in keeping America going during the war.  All of the men were off fighting, so the women were required to take over their jobs – working in factories, becoming doctors, and playing professional baseball.


Jackie Robinson becomes the first black player in the major league.

1947 – Although the Negro National League had begun thirty years earlier, no player had successfully crossed the ‘color barrier.’  Robinson became the first player to successfully do so.  He received letters threatening to kill him during the season and was required to do things like get dressed in a separate room from the other players.  Nevertheless, he was an excellent player, he paved the way for other black players to do the same, and today he is a national hero.
The first Japanese player plays in a World Series game.

2002 – Although it arrived in Japan only ten years after it arrived in Cuba, baseball has only recently gained popularity there.  Today, more and more players are entering America’s Major League from Japan.

Lesson #12

Goals:

-Introduce the system of ‘franchising’ used by many American companies, especially restaurants.



-Have the students examine the process by debating against each other as either being for or against the process.

Warm-up: Review the timeline from the last lesson and put it quickly in order again.

Text (included) Page #23

Franchising – The American Way

If you look up the word ‘franchise’ in an English dictionary, the definition that you’re most likely to find is something like ‘a special privilege granted to an individual.’  It seems like a strange word, but why are so many Americans familiar with it?


The idea of franchising has been at the core of American business for nearly half a century.  The idea of it is to create a business (usually a restaurant of service) and, once it becomes successful enough, sell the name to other people who want to open business themselves.  Probably the most well-known example of this is McDonald’s today.


This system has its plusses and minuses.  A positive is that people wanting to open their own business can go into this process with an established ‘partner.’  A minus of this system is that the individual in this new relationship must follow the company’s rules in running the business and their franchise must deal with the consequences of that company’s actions.

In-class work

Divide the class into two groups.  Assign each group a role – either to defend the idea of franchising or to discuss what is bad about it.  Give them five minutes or so to come up with as much as they can as to why it is either a bad or good idea.  After they have presented what they have come up with, introduce some more ideas:

The advantages of franchising are that it promotes investment and the growth of business.  It makes it easier for someone to do something like open a restaurant, which in turn will create a number of new jobs.  They also have a ‘parent’ company watching over them that can provide protection in case of legal problems.

The disadvantages are that they must adhere to the policy of the parent company very strictly.  If a person owns a franchise, and the parent company receives bad publicity, it is automatically associated with their business.  Also, it promotes ‘big business’ – the growth of a few large companies that takes the place of smaller ones.  It makes it more difficult for other restaurants to open.  Franchises tend to pay their employees less and have higher turnover rates – the number of people who leave work and are replaced by new employees.

Homework Page #24

Write a small composition voicing your own opinion about this process of ‘franchising.’  Do you think it is a good or bad thing, and why?

Lesson #13
Goals:

-Introduce the history of the Vietnam War.



-Discuss, by analyzing the statistics of those who fought, the changing attitude toward the war.

Warm-up: Review small homework composition from last time.

Text (included) Page #25

The Vietnam War

In 1965, America entered into what would eventually become its bloodiest conflict since World War II – the Vietnam War.  The first American troops were officially deployed for combat in 1965, and by 1969 there were 543,000 American troops in Vietnam.


The war, as is known, carried with it huge consequences.  Nearly 60,000 Americans were killed (and millions of Vietnamese).  Protests occurred in the form of Woodstock – a festival in rural New York State where nearly 250,000 people attended – and on college campuses such as Kent State, where US National Guard troops fired on students, killing four.  The war served as yet another stage for the US/Soviet ‘cold war’ as well.


Although a cease-fire was negotiated in 1973, America did not officially withdraw until 1975, when South Vietnam – who it had been aiding – finally fell to the north.


The war is probably viewed as the largest blunder in twentieth-century US foreign policy.

Included at the back of the course plan is a short article entitled ‘The Troops of the Vietnam War.’

In-class or Homework Page #26


Go over the article included with the students.  After you have, assign them the following questions to answer on page 26:

(1) What was used to raise the number of soldiers from 20,000 to 40,000 per month between 1965 and 1968 who were leaving to fight in Vietnam?  What was the average age of these soldiers?

The draft or conscription (mandatory military service) was used.  The average age of a soldier was 19.

(2) What types of things could get someone out of having to join the army?  Who were these options generally not available to?

Student deferments – if someone was enrolled at a university, that kept them from going to war.  Also, health problems could keep someone out.  Because the poor could generally not afford a university education and only the affluent (or wealthy) could afford to have a doctor say that they had a health problem (generally by bribing them to say so or having a doctor who was also a family friend), the poor were usually drafted into the army.

(3) What types of problems did the soldiers begin to encounter (aside from the enemy that they were fighting)?

Low morale, disagreement with what they were fighting for, the dehumanization of all of the Vietnamese citizens (they were fighting for the South, but they generally lumped them all together, collectively calling them ‘gooks’).  The injustice of the Selective Service system.

(4) What did soldiers begin to do to their officers as a form of retaliation?  What was this called?

They began throwing grenades in their officers’ tents.  This was called ‘fragging.’

(5) What rate reached its all-time high during the Vietnam War in the US Army?  What did this say about the soldiers?

The desertion rate peaked at 73.5 soldiers per 1000.  This was an indicator that they didn’t believe in what they were fighting for.

Lesson #14

Goals:

-Introduce the Bill of Rights.



-Analyze the rights separately through group discussion and comparison to Ukrainian laws.

Warm-up: Review questions from the end of the last lesson.

Text (included) Page #27

The Bill of Rights

After the end of the Seven Years (or French – Indian) War, the colonists’ revolutionary movement began to grow.  From 1776 to 1781, eight states’ bills of rights contained 90 different provisions.  However, many of them shared certain provisions: right to jury trial, freedom of speech, freedom of press, the right to bear arms (weapons), the right to petition the government for change, and many other freedoms that were rooted in the Magna Carta and English Common Law.  The Bill of Rights also differed in that it gave broad rights to freedom of speech and religion as well as it ordered restraints on the government that had been unthinkable before 1776.

A copy of the Bill of Rights is included at the back of the course plan.
In-class Work Page #28


Divide the class into five groups and distribute the Bill of Rights to them.  Assign each group one of the first five amendments of the Bill of Rights.  Have them:

(1) Put the amendment that you are assigned into simpler language.  In other words, what does it mean so that everyone in this class can understand it?

(2) Explain why this was so important that the members who wrote the Bill of Rights placed it in the very beginning.

First Amendment – This one commonly goes by ‘freedom of speech’ – words that are included in the amendment.  This gives any person the right to say what he or she wants and to believe in anything that he or she wants.  It is so important because the colonists who wrote the Bill of Rights were also the ‘Sons of the Revolution’ – they held bitter memories of the way that Britain had attempted to censor their critiques of the monarchy before they had broken away.

Second Amendment – Citizens have the right to privately own guns.  At the time, it was thought necessary so that if America were again to go to war, the citizens would be able to defend themselves.

Third Amendment – People could not be forced to provide housing, meals, or a bed to soldiers.  The monarch had forced this upon people during the French-Indian war from 1754-1763, and the colonists had hated it.  This was written to promise that, under America’s new leadership, this wouldn’t happen again.

Fourth Amendment – This guarantees that safety of personal items from searches by the government or the police.  Again, during the rule of England over the colonies, such searches had been a problem for the colonists.  This guaranteed that warrants must be used and that searches would be much more difficult to perform and more legitimately used.

Fifth Amendment – Commonly known as the ‘right to remain silent.’  If you have committed a crime, you cannot be forced to admit that you did if you do not choose to.  Under the rule of England, people could be forced (sometimes through torture) to admit what others felt that they had done.  The Fifth Amendment guaranteed that this could not happen.

When each group has finished, have them present their interpretation of the amendment and the reason for its being to the class.

Homework

Using the amendment that you have worked with, compare what laws Ukraine has and how those laws differ or are the same.  For example, does Ukraine guarantee the same freedom of speech or right to remain silent?

Lesson #15

(Note – the following lesson may require two class periods)

Goals:

-Introduce the history of the New York Stock Exchange.



-Study, through an in-class exercise in speculation, how the trading of stocks operates.

Warm-up: Review question posed at the end of last lesson.

Text (included) Page #29

The New York Stock Exchange

New York Stock Exchange (NYSE), one of the largest markets in the world for trading stocks and bonds, based in New York City. In 1999 the NYSE traded the stocks of about 3,750 companies, valued at approximately $12 trillion. 

The NYSE began in 1792, when a group of stock and bond brokers gathered in a park in downtown New York City and agreed to meet daily at that location to trade financial instruments, such as stocks and bonds. By 1794 the exchange had moved indoors to the Tontine Coffee House, on the corner of Wall and Water Streets. In 1817 the exchange moved closer to its present Wall Street location, drew up a formal constitution, and named itself the New York Stock and Exchange Board. As New York City became the financial center of the United States during the 19th century, the New York Stock and Exchange Board became one of the most important financial trading centers. By 1863, when it changed its name to the New York Stock Exchange, the exchange was trading the stocks and bonds of the major industrial and railroad corporations of the day. Today, the NYSE is often referred to as the big board because it lists more major corporations than any other exchange in the United States.

A table and answer key for the stock exchange exercise are included at the back of the course plan.
In-class Work Page #30

Distribute a grid to each student present.  The teacher should draw the same grid on the blackboard.  When each student has one, the teacher explains how the exercise will work.


Each student will begin with 1000 dollars.  The teacher writes the beginning prices on the board under each stock.  The student must then spend as much money as he or she wants on whichever stocks that he or she desires.  The remaining money goes in the remainder column.  For example a student can buy 20 shares of Microsoft (400 dollars), 20 shares of Ford Motor Company (300 dollars), and 10 shares of American Airlines (300 dollars).  In this case, he or she has used all of the original 1000 dollars, and nothing goes in the remainder column.  All students begin in the morning of day 1 row.  A student doesn’t have to buy any stocks if he or she doesn’t want to.  They can put all 1000 dollars in the remainder column if they want to.


Next, the teacher reads the news and results for day one and writes the new totals on the board.  The students must adjust their totals based on how many shares that they own and figure out the new results.  Using the example in the previous paragraph, someone with 20 shares of Microsoft, 20 shares of Ford Motor Company, and 10 shares of American Airlines would then have a value of 320 dollars (20 shares multiplied by a new value of 16 dollars per share) for Microsoft, 300 dollars for Ford Motor Company (the value went unchanged), and 120 dollars (10 shares multiplied by a new value of 7 dollars per share) for American Airlines.  These totals are written in the afternoon of day 1 row.


After everyone has completed their new totals for the afternoon of day 1 row, the students are then allowed to adjust the numbers of shares that they have of each stock.  However, they are only allowed to use the amount of money that they had after the calculated the amount on the afternoon of day 1.  Using the example from before, the person with 20 shares of Microsoft, 20 shares of Ford Motor Company, and 10 shares of American Airlines has a total of 840 dollars to use on day 2.  Again, a student may move as much money from one place to another as they like and, again, may put all of their money in the remainder column if they desire.  This process keeps up for five ‘days’ of trading.  The teacher should help the students make sure that all of their totals are correct before moving onto the next ‘day.’  At the end of the exercise, the student with the largest amount of money is the winner.


The point of the exercise is to familiarize the students with how speculation works and that the news that companies release to the public influences the respective prices of their stocks.  Any stock market (London, New York, Tokyo, or anywhere else) is a form of legalized gambling.  Some students will have more than 1000 pounds when the exercise is over, and some students may have much less.  Some students may have chose to put large amounts of money in the ‘remainder’ column (the same as keeping it in your pocket – the amount doesn’t grow or lessen).  Ask them why they chose to do what they did.


The students should paste the exercise into page #32 of their interactive textbooks when they are done.

Note – this is the final regular lesson included in the course plan.  Following this, there are two review exercises (a word search and the game, jeopardy) that are meant to take one class period each.  Also, there is an exam of the material covered.
Jeopardy

This lesson consists of the review game jeopardy, included below.  The teacher should draw the grid below on the board but not the questions or answers.  This should be done before class begins.


To play, the students should be divided into three teams.  Each team chooses a captain.  One team is allowed to choose from the categories and point values on the board (People/200, Places/100, Miscellaneous (can be anything)/500, etc.).  Any category and value can be chosen at any time.  Once a category and point value is chosen, the teacher reads the clue (the top part on the answer key) to the class.  The first team whose captain raises his or her hand is given the opportunity to answer (the students may use their interactive textbooks).  If they are correct, they receive the value of the question.  If they are incorrect, they lose that many points (jeopardy means to take a risk or to gamble).  The team that gets the answer right gets to choose the next category and point value.  If no one answers correctly, the team that chose last gets to choose again.


The team with the highest total of points at the end of the game (when all of the questions have been read) wins.

	
	People
	Places
	Events
	Politics
	Culture
	Miscellaneous

	100
	He was president before George W. Bush

Bill Clinton
	This state seceded first from the Union before the Civil War.

South Carolina
	This four year war occurred mainly over the issue of slavery.

Civil War
	President Bush stands firmly against the University of Michigan’s embracing of this policy.

Affirmative Action
	These are two genres of music that American can most closely claim to have ‘invented.’

Hip Hop and Blues
	This holiday celebrates the birthdays of Lincoln, Jefferson, and Washington.

President’s Day

	200
	They began the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Puritans
	Thanksgiving celebrates the first group of Americans settling in this state.

Massachusetts
	It is the only official American holiday that America shares with other countries on the same day.

New Year’s Day
	This is the only branch of the U.S. Government with veto power.

Executive
	Americans celebrate this holiday every year on December 25th.

Christmas
	After becoming almost unbelievably rich during the industrial revolution, he ended up using much of his money to fund social welfare programs and other ‘good works.’

Rockefeller

	300
	These two men profited greatly from America’s industrial revolution.

Carnegie and Rockefeller
	Many Asians immigrated to this area of America hoping to find work on the trans-continental railroad

West Coast
	This area gave birth to the blues.

Mississippi Delta
	In the highest of its positions, this branch of the U.S. Government has the most members.

Legislative
	He and his group are credited with the first hip hop song.

Grandmaster Flash
	Immigration into America jumped sharply between 1900 and 1910 because of this.

The Industrial Revolution

	400
	During the civil rights struggle, he was the leader who preached the use of violence if necessary.

Malcolm X
	Juan Ponce de Leon searched this state in America in search of the magical ‘fountain of youth’

Florida
	These two holidays honor Americans who both fought and died in war.

Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day
	This group is the extreme representation of the Democratic party.

Labor Unions
	This term is most often used to describe the ethnic makeup of America.

Melting Pot
	This term was used to describe the separating of blacks and whites in public places.

segregation

	500
	Of the leaders of the Northern and Southern armies during the Civil War, he was the one who would go on to become president.

Ulysses S. Grant
	These are the three largest cities in America today.

Chicago, Los Angeles, New York
	The section of New York City where the World Trade Center towers were located.

Manhattan
	Thurgood Marshall was the first black member ever appointed to this body.

Supreme Court 
	This American sport is also referred to as America’s pastime.

Baseball
	This is probably the biggest reason that Britain was able to become the primary colonizer of America.

The Defeat of the Spanish Armada
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(1) McDonald’s was the first one of these in America.

(2) This sport is known as the ‘American Pastime.’

(3) Along with Mohammed Ali and Michael Jordan, he is one of the three most popular American athletes in history.

(4) An original form of American music that’s name means to feel sad.

(5) A term that was used to keep blacks and whites ‘separate but equal.’

(6) This political party usually supports affirmative action.

(7) This was the first state to secede from the Union before the civil war.

(8) America fought against this side of Vietnam during the war.

(9) This branch of the US government declares whether laws are unconstitutional or not.

(10) This group of people began the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

(11) He was a Quaker who treated the Native Americans very kindly.

(12) He was the first black baseball player to play in what is now the Major League.

(13) The name also given to the first ten amendments of the US Constitution.

(14) He commanded the Union forces during the civil war (last name).

(15) This is the extreme representation of the Republican Party.

(16) School children learn this term to describe America’s demographic landscape.

(17) He became incredibly rich during the industrial revolution but eventually gave much of his money to fund charities and good works (last name).

(18) Lincoln issued the _______________ Proclamation on January 1, 1863 that freed all slaves.

(19) Most employment in the American economy is concentrated in this sector.

(20) The Trans-continental _______________ was finished in 1869.
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(1) McDonald’s was the first one of these in America.

(2) This sport is known as the ‘American Pastime.’

(3) Along with Mohammed Ali and Michael Jordan, he is one of the three most popular American athletes in history.

(4) An original form of American music that’s name means to feel sad.

(5) A term that was used to keep blacks and whites ‘separate but equal.’

(6) This political party usually supports affirmative action.

(7) This was the first state to secede from the Union before the civil war.

(8) America fought against this side of Vietnam during the war.

(9) This branch of the US government declares whether laws are unconstitutional or not.

(10) This group of people began the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

(11) He was a Quaker who treated the Native Americans very kindly.

(12) He was the first black baseball player to play in what is now the Major League.

(13) The name also given to the first ten amendments of the US Constitution.

(14) He commanded the Union forces during the civil war (last name).

(15) This is the extreme representation of the Republican Party.

(16) School children learn this term to describe America’s demographic landscape.

(17) He became incredibly rich during the industrial revolution but eventually gave much of his money to fund charities and good works (last name).

(18) Lincoln issued the _______________ Proclamation on January 1, 1863 that freed all slaves.

(19) Most employment in the American economy is concentrated in this sector.

(20) The Trans-continental _______________ was finished in 1869.

NAME:_____________________

FINAL EXAM – American Country Studies

(I) Circle the letter of the correct answer.

(1) McDonald’s is the most well-known one of these in America.


(a) corporation   (b) collective   (c) franchise   (d) dairy

(2) This group represents the extreme of the Republican party.


(a) labor union   (b) Christian Right   (c) Christian Left   (d) department of defense

(3) This branch of the U.S. government holds the power to veto.


(a) judicial   (b) executive   (c) legislative   (d) formative

(4) This group of people began the Massachusetts Bay Colony.


(a) Catholics   (b) Quakers   (c) Russians   (d) puritans

(5) Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation gave freedom to:


(a) poor, white immigrants   (b) native Americans   (c) black slaves   (d) Asians

(6) Martin Luther King Day celebrates


(a) the life of a famous civil rights leader   (b) the creation of Lutheranism   (c) the United States’ independence


(d) the beginning of the baseball season

(7) This form of American music means to feel sad.


(a) hip-hop   (b) blues   (c) jazz   (d) swing

(8) The first black baseball player was:


(a) Frank Robinson   (b) Lloyd Robinson   (c) Jackie Robinson   (d) Tim Robins

(9) Four students were killed while protesting the Vietnam War at this University.


(a) Ohio State   (b) Harvard   (c) Yale   (d) Kent State

(10) The NYSE found its first indoor home in a:


(a) bathroom   (b) coffee house   (c) bar   (d) park

(II) Write the correct answer to each statement in the space beside it.

(1) The first ten amendments of the U.S. Constitution are known also as this.


(1)_______________________

(2) America officially withdrew from Vietnam in this year.




(2)_______________________

(3) Along with Mohammed Ali and Michael Jordan, he is one of the most popular American
(3)_______________________

     athletes of all time.

(4) This group of people immigrated primarily to America’s west coast in the mid-nineteenth
(4)_______________________

     century.

(5) This civil rights leader preached violence as a solution to the problem of inequality.

(5)_______________________

(6) This act – saying that the colonists were obligated to provide food and housing for any royal
(6)_______________________

     soldier – was one of the causes of tension before the Revolutionary War.

(7) These people were the second-biggest group in the colonies in 1760.


(7)_______________________

(8) This was the first state to secede from the Union causing the Civil War.


(8)_______________________

(9) The largest percentage of American employment is in this sector.



(9)_______________________

(10) Each team in major league baseball plays this many games per season.


(10)______________________

(III) Short essay.  Of all of the topics that we discussed, what has been and what will be America’s biggest problems?  Answer this question in two paragraphs (one about a problem of the past, and another about a problem that you think will occur in the future). Underline the topic sentence of each paragraph.

Lesson #2

Political Processes

Affirmative Action
Senate proposes affirmative action bill – government employers must fulfill a certain percentage of minorities (Blacks, Hispanics, Native Americans, etc.) in their offices.  Passes Senate 60/40.

House of Representatives votes on Affirmative Action Bill.  Passes House 235/200.

President Carter (1976-1980) signs bill.  Affirmative Action Bill becomes law.

President Bush challenges University of Michigan, which uses Affirmative Action Law in admitting of denying potential student applicants, as unconstitutional.

President Bush’s challenge reaches the Supreme Court.  Supreme Court rules that the Law – and the University of Michigan’s admission policies – is constitutional.  The law stands.

Brown v. Board of Education

Senate, House of Representatives, and President pass into law America’s 14th Amendment: “…that every state give equal protection under the law to all persons, without regard to race.”  Slavery and, ideally, racism ‘officially’ end.

Policy of segregation in the south becomes regular practice in the south.  Public places like schools, restaurants, and buses are kept ‘separate but equal.’

Case of Plessy v. Ferguson reaches the Supreme Court and challenges the policy of segregation.  Court rules that the policy is legal as long as the separation is ‘equal’ (the facilities are the same).

Oliver Brown, father of a seven year-old black girl in Topeka, Kansas, again challenges the policy of segregation.  Brown’s daughter is required to walk across a dangerous railroad yard to catch a school bus to her school that is twenty-one city blocks away.  Meanwhile, the white children near his home attend a school that is seven blocks away from his home.  The case comes to be known as Brown v. Board of Education.

Brown v. Board of Education is ruled upon in the Supreme Court (9-0 in favor of Brown) in 1954.  Policy of segregation is officially declared unconstitutional.

Lesson #6

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. The Supreme Court will soon hear arguments in a case about admission policies and student diversity in public universities. I strongly support diversity of all kinds, including racial diversity in higher education. But the method used by the University of Michigan to achieve this important goal is fundamentally flawed. 

At their core, the Michigan policies amount to a quota system that unfairly rewards or penalizes perspective students, based solely on their race. So, tomorrow my administration will file a brief with the court arguing that the University of Michigan's admissions policies, which award students a significant number of extra points based solely on their race, and establishes numerical targets for incoming minority students, are unconstitutional. 

Our Constitution makes it clear that people of all races must be treated equally under the law. Yet we know that our society has not fully achieved that ideal. Racial prejudice is a reality in America. It hurts many of our citizens. As a nation, as a government, as individuals, we must be vigilant in responding to prejudice wherever we find it. Yet, as we work to address the wrong of racial prejudice, we must not use means that create another wrong, and thus perpetuate our divisions. 

America is a diverse country, racially, economically, and ethnically. And our institutions of higher education should reflect our diversity. A college education should teach respect and understanding and goodwill. And these values are strengthened when students live and learn with people from many backgrounds. Yet quota systems that use race to include or exclude people from higher education and the opportunities it offers are divisive, unfair and impossible to square with the Constitution. 

In the programs under review by the Supreme Court, the University of Michigan has established an admissions process based on race. At the undergraduate level, African American students and some Hispanic students and Native American students receive 20 points out of a maximum of 150, not because of any academic achievement or life experience, but solely because they are African American, Hispanic or Native American. 

To put this in perspective, a perfect SAT score is worth only 12 points in the Michigan system. Students who accumulate 100 points are generally admitted, so those 20 points awarded solely based on race are often the decisive factor. 

At the law school, some minority students are admitted to meet percentage targets while other applicants with higher grades and better scores are passed over. This means that students are being selected or rejected based primarily on the color of their skin. The motivation for such an admissions policy may be very good, but its result is discrimination and that discrimination is wrong. 

Some states are using innovative ways to diversify their student bodies. Recent history has proven that diversity can be achieved without using quotas. Systems in California and Florida and Texas have proven that by guaranteeing admissions to the top students from high schools throughout the state, including low income neighborhoods, colleges can attain broad racial diversity. In these states, race-neutral admissions policies have resulted in levels of minority attendance for incoming students that are close to, and in some instances slightly surpass, those under the old race-based approach. 

We should not be satisfied with the current numbers of minorities on Americans college campuses. Much progress has been made; much more is needed. University officials have the responsibility and the obligation to make a serious, effective effort to reach out to students from all walks of life, without falling back on unconstitutional quotas. Schools should seek diversity by considering a broad range of factors in admissions, including a student's potential and life experiences. 

Our government must work to make college more affordable for students who come from economically disadvantaged homes. And because we're committed to racial justice, we must make sure that America's public schools offer a quality education to every child from every background, which is the central purpose of the education reforms I signed last year. 

America's long experience with the segregation we have put behind us and the racial discrimination we still struggle to overcome requires a special effort to make real the promise of equal opportunity for all. My administration will continue to actively promote diversity and opportunity in every way that the law permits. 

Thank you very much. 

Lesson #10

Russia

	GDP:
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purchasing power parity - $1.35 trillion (2002 est.) 

	GDP - real growth rate:
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4.2% (2002 est.) 

	GDP - per capita:
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purchasing power parity - $9,300 (2002 est.) 

	GDP - composition by sector:
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agriculture: 5.8% 
industry: 34.6% 
services: 59.6% (2002 est.) 

	Population below poverty line:
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25% (2002 est.) 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
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lowest 10%: 5.9% 
highest 10%: 47% (2001) 


United States

	GDP:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2001.html" 
[image: image17.jpg]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/rankorder/2001rank.html" 
[image: image18.jpg]




purchasing power parity - $10.4 trillion (2002 est.) 

	GDP - real growth rate:
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2.45% (2002 est.) 

	GDP - per capita:
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purchasing power parity - $37,600 (2002 est.) 

	GDP - composition by sector:
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agriculture: 2% 
industry: 18% 
services: 80% (2002) 

	Population below poverty line:
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12.7% (2001 est.) 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
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lowest 10%: 1.8% 
highest 10%: 30.5% (1997) 


Rwanda

	GDP:
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purchasing power parity - $9 billion (2002 est.) 

	GDP - real growth rate:
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4% (2002 est.) 

	GDP - per capita:
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purchasing power parity - $1,200 (2002 est.) 

	GDP - composition by sector:
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agriculture: 45% 
industry: 20% 
services: 35% (2002 est.) 

	Population below poverty line:
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60% (2001 est.) 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
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lowest 10%: 4.2% 
highest 10%: 24.2% (1985) 


Belarus

	GDP:
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purchasing power parity - $9 billion (2002 est.) 

	GDP - real growth rate:
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4% (2002 est.) 

	GDP - per capita:
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purchasing power parity - $1,200 (2002 est.) 

	GDP - composition by sector:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2012.html" 
[image: image56.jpg]




agriculture: 45% 
industry: 20% 
services: 35% (2002 est.) 

	Population below poverty line:
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60% (2001 est.) 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
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lowest 10%: 4.2% 
highest 10%: 24.2% (1985) 


Lesson #11

	1823 
	
A letter in the National Advocate, a New York newspaper, refers to “the manly and athletic game of ‘base ball’” – 16 years before its supposed invention by Abner Doubleday.
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	1856
	The New York Mercury coins the phrase “the National Pastime.”
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	1860s
	Baseball comes to Cuba and soon spreads to other parts of the Caribbean. In the next decade, it arrives in Japan.
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	1869
	The Cincinnati Red Stockings become the first admittedly all-professional baseball club. The following year, with a profit of $1.35, the team folds.
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	1879
	
Professional baseball adopts the reserve clause, giving teams the right to automatically renew a player’s contract at the end of each season.
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	1885-
1889
	Baseball’s first union forms. The Brotherhood of Professional Base Ball Players (unsuccessfully) demands an end to the reserve clause and salary caps.

	1893-
1904
	
The stories differ, but some time during these years baseball meets the hot dog and an American classic is born.
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	1908
	The Mills Commission, a “blue-ribbon panel” appointed by A.G. Spalding, concludes that baseball was invented by Gen. Abner Doubleday, in Cooperstown, NY, in 1839—declaring it a purely American sport.
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	1910
	William Howard Taft becomes the first U.S. President to throw out the first pitch on opening day.
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	1919
	Black Sox Scandal: Eight players on the Chicago White Sox conspire with gamblers to throw the World Series. They are acquitted in a court of law—but they are banned from baseball forever.
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	1920
	
The Negro National League, the first financially successful all-black league, is founded by Hall-of-Famer Rube Foster.
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	1921
	Station KDKA in Pittsburgh broadcasts radio’s first live major league game. (Fewer than 10 percent of Americans own a radio.)
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	1935
	The first night game in major league baseball is played in Cincinnati.

	1939
	
The first televised major league game is broadcast from Ebbets Field in Brooklyn.
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	1939
	Little League Baseball is founded.
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	1942
	Just weeks after the attack on Pearl Harbor, President Franklin Roosevelt declares, “it would be best for the country to keep baseball going.”
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	1943
	Philip K. Wrigley starts what will become the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League, the country’s only professional female league.
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	1947
	By joining the Dodgers, Jackie Robinson becomes the first African-American to play major league baseball in the 20th century.
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	1957
	
The Dodgers leave Brooklyn for Los Angeles. The Giants leave New York for San Francisco. Major league baseball finally reaches the west coast.
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	1966 
	Astroturf, the first artificial sports surface, is installed in the Houston Astrodome.

	1974
	Under court order, Little League is officially gender-integrated.
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	1975
	An arbitrator’s ruling leads to a modification of the reserve clause and the start of free agency. Baseball salaries begin to skyrocket.
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	1994
	The year without a World Series: the longest and costliest strike in baseball history begins on August 12, 1994, and lasts until the following spring.
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	2000
	For the first time, the Major League baseball season opens in Tokyo, Japan (Chicago Cubs vs. New York Mets).
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	2001
	
October 30, just weeks after the terrorist attacks of September 11, President George W. Bush throws out the first ball of the third game of the World Series in New York’s Yankee Stadium.
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	2002
	Tsuyoshi Shinjo, an outfielder for the San Francisco Giants, became the first Japanese player to take part in a World Series Game


Lesson #13

The Troops of the Vietnam War

In the United States, military conscription, or the draft, had been in place virtually without interruption since the end of World War II, but volunteers generally predominated in combat units. When the first U.S. combat troops arrived in Vietnam in 1965 they were composed mainly of volunteers. The Air Force, Navy, and Marines were volunteer units. The escalating war, however, required more draftees. In 1965 about 20,000 men per month were inducted into the military, most into the Army; by 1968 about 40,000 young men were drafted each month to meet increased troop levels ordered for Vietnam. The conscript army was largely composed of teenagers; the average age of a U.S. soldier in Vietnam was 19.

Those conscripted were mostly youths from the poorer section of American society, who did not have access to the exemptions that were available to their more privileged fellow citizens. Of the numerous exemptions from military service that Congress had written into law, the most far-reaching were student deferments. The draft laws effectively enabled most upper- and middle-class youngsters to avoid military service. By 1968 it was increasingly evident that the draft system was deeply unfair and discriminatory. Responding to popular pressures, the Selective Service, the agency that administered the draft, instituted a lottery system, which might have produced an army more representative of society at large. Student deferments were kept by Nixon until 1971, however, so as not to alienate middle-class voters. By then his Vietnamization policy had lowered monthly draft calls, and physical exemptions were still easily obtained by the privileged, especially from draft boards in affluent communities.

The armed forces of the United States serving in Vietnam began to suffer from internal dissension and low morale as well. Racism against the Vietnamese troubled many soldiers, particularly those who had experienced racism directed against themselves in the United States. In Vietnam, Americans routinely referred to all Vietnamese, both friend and foe, as “gooks.” This process of dehumanizing the Vietnamese led to many atrocities, including the massacre at My Lai, and it provoked profound misgivings among U.S. troops. The injustice of the Selective Service system also turned soldiers against the war. By 1968 coffeehouses run by soldiers had sprung up at 26 U.S. bases, serving as forums for antiwar activities. At least 250 underground antiwar newspapers were published by active-duty soldiers.

Soldiers sometimes took out their frustrations and resentments on those officers who put their lives at risk. The term “fragging” came to be used to describe soldiers attacking their officers, often tossing fragmentation grenades into the officers’ sleeping quarters. According to one official account, 382 such fragging incidents occurred between 1969 and 1971. Other sources estimate a higher number of fraggings, since many went unreported.

By 1971, as Vietnamization proceeded with U.S. troop withdrawals, no soldier wished to be the last one killed in Vietnam. Consequently, entire units refused to go out on combat patrols, disobeying direct orders. The desertion rate in the Army peaked at 73.5 per 1000 soldiers in 1971, noticeably higher than the peak desertion rates reached during the Korean War and World War II. Another half million men received less than honorable discharges. Vietnam Veterans Against the War was organized in the United States in 1967. By the 1970s the participation of Vietnam veterans in protests against the war in the United States had an important influence on the antiwar movement.




-This excerpt is taken from Microsoft’s Encyclopedia Encarta.

Lesson #14

The Bill of Rights

(1) Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

(2) A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

(3) No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

(4) The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

(5) No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

(6) In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

(7) In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

(8) Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

(9) The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

(10) The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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Lesson #15

	Day
	Mircosoft (news/ price per share)
	Ford Motor Company (news/ price per share)
	American Airlines (news/ price per share)

	Beginning
	20
	15
	30

	1
	Anti-trust lawsuit filed against Microsoft in British Court/ 16
	15
	World Trade Center attack, air travel drops 80%/ 12

	2
	15
	Ford announces recall of 100,000 SUVs because of faulty tires/ 11
	10

	3
	17
	10
	Forty billion dollar Federal relief package announced for airlines/ 15

	4
	Microsoft released Windows XP to great reviews/ 21
	Ford unveils new gas/electric car at Detroit Auto Show/ 13
	17

	5
	Microsoft lawsuit dropped/ 25
	Recall successful, consumer confidence restored/ 15
	American Airlines CEO arrested on criminal charges/ 8
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ADDITIONAL

MATERIALS

Hip Hop and Blues Lyrics

Party for the Fight to Write (Atmosphere)

Hides the eyes beneath the bill of a cap/ walks amongst the flies that hover over the map/ hear lies, but only when there’s a reason/ measures life by the tragedy, the comedy, the season/ poor at handling and managing income/ got enough love to pass around an then some/ been done, that there a name you can trust/ read a whole matchbook and put a flame to the brush/ good with pets, ripped some sects/ put the ‘show’ in ‘biz’/ just trying to give what you get/ when you let him run free with the thought/ pull the line in and try to see what you caught/ I ain’t all that bad but I ain’t all that great/ I went back to the lab and began to mutate/ wait/ I still look the same still got the same dumb name/ ain’t a damn thing changed/ but if you like surprises, I know of a party where they all dance around to your heartbeat/ bring you own agenda and embrace your flaws/ let’s put a face on the common cause

(chorus)

And he said/ some got pencils, and some got guns/ some know how to stand and some of them run/ we don’t get along, but we sing the same song/ party for the fight to write/ well, right on.

Stay gold Pony Boy/ stay true Outspoken/ Make a record, Mr. Gangster, and get them all open/ with the theories, the stories, the truth, the myths/ it’s all therapy on top of turntable riffs/ this industry’s big, so big and fat/ we can all get some, and we can give some back/ and if it’s done correct, we’ll make more than noise/ so pick it up, and pick me up when you’re bored with the toys/ as a child hip hop made me read books/ and hip hop made me want to be a crook/ and hip hop gave me the way and something to say/ and all it took in return was a second look/ son, you’re shook, because ain’t no such thing as half-way there/ getting good at acting like you just don’t care/ the circle of life – trying to make is square/ condition and self – sit still and stare/ oh, where have all the sheep gone/ burned down the farm and turned the TV on/ John Coltrane, Marvin Gaye, and Bob Marley all get invitations to my party

(chorus)

And if I spent any more time inside my head/ I’d probably need some leather straps attached to my bed/ and if I go another day without eating a meal/ I’m going to show you what it means to ‘keep it real’/ and if they keep shooting guns up and down my block/ I swear to God I’ll be the first one to call the cops/ and if I’ve got to hear that song ever again/ you’re going to have to share some of that beer my friend

They mistake me as happy-go-lucky/ just another bass-head bobbing-nobody/ but from where I stand, they sound like spies/ filling all the children’s heads with lies/ well, alright, get your money, right?/ right now – tonight – I want you to pick a side/ so when you got your power and you got your cheddar/ let’s get together, soldier, overthrow this hold and make these roads better

(chorus)

Chris Thomas King

Hard times, yeah they’re living/ where you go?/ had it harder than it’s been before/ and the people are drifting door to door/ can’t find no heaven or don’t care where they go/ singing and running/ you better be sure/ these hard times, they’ll drive you from door to door/ 

Warriors-by-numbers (The Economist, February 15th, 2003)


The last man to be conscripted into America’s armed forces was called up on Valentine’s Day thirty years ago.  But the idea of the draft as a social equalizer lives on.  In his recent call to renew it, Charles Rangel, and outspoken black Democratic congressman from Harlem, noted that few of his colleagues have children in the armed forces and that a disproportionate number of soldiers are black.  Mr. Rangel means mostly to make Americans nervous about war, and his words won’t bring back conscription.  But the idea that the draft was a useful tool for social engineering endures.


Military recruits these days are 20% black, a proportion that has held steady since 1979; in the general population, only 14% of 18-34-year-olds are black.  By contrast, Latinos, America’s largest minority, account for 11% of new entrants and for 15% of the population at large.  Whites, too, are under-represented.


The relatively heavy proportion of blacks may be seen as a bad thing: a sign that blacks have fewer opportunities and end up with the most dangerous and grueling jobs.  Yet Colin Powell, for one, thinks their increasing presence both in the ranks and in the officer corps is a strong sign of success.  For many decades, blacks were under-represented: a legacy of the segregation of the armed forces, which was not fully ended until 1954 and which excluded black volunteers in favor of white draftees.  Few blacks served in Korea or the second world war.  And although many remember Vietnam as a war fought disproportionately by blacks, it was not until 1972, near the end of the draft, that the proportion of blacks in the armed forces reached 11%, more or less their share of the population at the time.


The draft, in fact, did not do much for social leveling.  Even during the peak Vietnam conscription years, far more soldiers were rejected for low test scores than were able to wriggle out of service – as Bill Clinton was accused of doing – through deferments for being at college.  Many low-scoring applicants are rejected today (the army is a fighting machine, not a remedial school).  But a new draft might further damage the chances of those volunteers with most to gain from military training.


The draft may also damage draftees’ capacity to earn money afterwards in the civilian world.  One comparison between the incomes of men with high lottery numbers (who were likely to be drafted) and those with lower ones showed that the conscripts earned about 15% less than they would otherwise have done, and that the difference persisted in every year they worked after they came home.  Whatever his views about Iraq, Mr. Rangel’s aim looks off.
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	Background:
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Britain's American colonies broke with the mother country in 1776 and were recognized as the new nation of the United States of America following the Treaty of Paris in 1783. During the 19th and 20th centuries, 37 new states were added to the original 13 as the nation expanded across the North American continent and acquired a number of overseas possessions. The two most traumatic experiences in the nation's history were the Civil War (1861-65) and the Great Depression of the 1930s. Buoyed by victories in World Wars I and II and the end of the Cold War in 1991, the US remains the world's most powerful nation-state. The economy is marked by steady growth, low unemployment and inflation, and rapid advances in technology. 


	  
	Geography
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	Location:
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North America, bordering both the North Atlantic Ocean and the North Pacific Ocean, between Canada and Mexico 

	Geographic coordinates:
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38 00 N, 97 00 W 

	Map references:
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North America 

	Area:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2147.html" 
[image: image94.jpg]




total: 9,629,091 sq km 
land: 9,158,960 sq km 
water: 470,131 sq km 
note: includes only the 50 states and District of Columbia 

	Area - comparative:
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about half the size of Russia; about three-tenths the size of Africa; about half the size of South America (or slightly larger than Brazil); slightly larger than China; about two and a half times the size of Western Europe 

	Land boundaries:
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total: 12,034 km 
border countries: Canada 8,893 km (including 2,477 km with Alaska), Mexico 3,141 km 
note: US Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba is leased by the US and thus remains part of Cuba; the base boundary is 29 km 

	Coastline:
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19,924 km 

	Maritime claims:
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contiguous zone: 24 NM 
continental shelf: not specified 
exclusive economic zone: 200 NM 
territorial sea: 12 NM 

	Climate:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2059.html" 
[image: image104.jpg]




mostly temperate, but tropical in Hawaii and Florida, arctic in Alaska, semiarid in the great plains west of the Mississippi River, and arid in the Great Basin of the southwest; low winter temperatures in the northwest are ameliorated occasionally in January and February by warm chinook winds from the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains 

	Terrain:
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vast central plain, mountains in west, hills and low mountains in east; rugged mountains and broad river valleys in Alaska; rugged, volcanic topography in Hawaii 

	Elevation extremes:
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lowest point: Death Valley -86 m 
highest point: Mount McKinley 6,194 m 

	Natural resources:
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coal, copper, lead, molybdenum, phosphates, uranium, bauxite, gold, iron, mercury, nickel, potash, silver, tungsten, zinc, petroleum, natural gas, timber 

	Land use:
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arable land: 19.32% 
other: 80.46% (1998 est.) 
permanent crops: 0.22% NEGL% 

	Irrigated land:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2146.html" 
[image: image114.jpg]




214,000 sq km (1998 est.) 

	Natural hazards:
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tsunamis, volcanoes, and earthquake activity around Pacific Basin; hurricanes along the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coasts; tornadoes in the midwest and southeast; mud slides in California; forest fires in the west; flooding; permafrost in northern Alaska, a major impediment to development 

	Environment - current issues:
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air pollution resulting in acid rain in both the US and Canada; the US is the largest single emitter of carbon dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels; water pollution from runoff of pesticides and fertilizers; very limited natural fresh water resources in much of the western part of the country require careful management; desertification 

	Environment - international agreements:
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party to: Air Pollution, Air Pollution-Nitrogen Oxides, Antarctic-Environmental Protocol, Antarctic-Marine Living Resources, Antarctic Seals, Antarctic Treaty, Climate Change, Desertification, Endangered Species, Environmental Modification, Marine Dumping, Marine Life Conservation, Nuclear Test Ban, Ozone Layer Protection, Ship Pollution, Tropical Timber 83, Tropical Timber 94, Wetlands, Whaling 
signed, but not ratified: Air Pollution-Persistent Organic Pollutants, Air Pollution-Volatile Organic Compounds, Biodiversity, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol, Hazardous Wastes 

	Geography - note:
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world's third-largest country by size (after Russia and Canada) and by population (after China and India); Mt. McKinley is highest point in North America and Death Valley the lowest point on the continent 


	  
	People
	   United States
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	Population:
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280,562,489 (July 2002 est.) 

	Age structure:
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0-14 years: 21% (male 30,116,782; female 28,765,183) 
15-64 years: 66.4% (male 92,391,120; female 93,986,468) 
65 years and over: 12.6% (male 14,748,522; female 20,554,414) (2002 est.) 

	Population growth rate:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2002.html" 
[image: image129.jpg]




0.89% (2002 est.) 

	Birth rate:
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14.1 births/1,000 population (2002 est.) 

	Death rate:
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8.7 deaths/1,000 population (2002 est.) 

	Net migration rate:
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3.5 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2002 est.) 

	Sex ratio:
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at birth: 1.05 male(s)/female 
under 15 years: 1.05 male(s)/female 
15-64 years: 0.98 male(s)/female 
65 years and over: 0.72 male(s)/female 
total population: 0.96 male(s)/female (2002 est.) 

	Infant mortality rate:
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6.69 deaths/1,000 live births (2002 est.) 

	Life expectancy at birth:
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total population: 77.4 years 
male: 74.5 years 
female: 80.2 years (2002 est.) 

	Total fertility rate:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2127.html" 
[image: image143.jpg]




2.07 children born/woman (2002 est.) 

	HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate:
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0.61% (1999 est.) 

	HIV/AIDS - people living with HIV/AIDS:
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850,000 (1999 est.) 

	HIV/AIDS - deaths:
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20,000 (1999 est.) 

	Nationality:
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noun: American(s) 
adjective: American 

	Ethnic groups:
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white 77.1%, black 12.9%, Asian 4.2%, Amerindian and Alaska native 1.5%, native Hawaiian and other Pacific islander 0.3%, other 4% (2000) 
note: a separate listing for Hispanic is not included because the US Census Bureau considers Hispanic to mean a person of Latin American descent (especially of Cuban, Mexican, or Puerto Rican origin) living in the US who may be of any race or ethnic group (white, black, Asian, etc.) 

	Religions:
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Protestant 56%, Roman Catholic 28%, Jewish 2%, other 4%, none 10% (1989) 

	Languages:
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English, Spanish (spoken by a sizable minority) 

	Literacy:
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definition: age 15 and over can read and write 
male: 97% 
female: 97% (1979 est.) 
total population: 97% 

	People - note:
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note: data for the US are based on projections that do not take into consideration the results of the 2000 census 


	  
	Government
	   United States
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	Country name:
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conventional long form: United States of America 
conventional short form: United States 
abbreviation: US or USA 

	Government type:
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federal republic; strong democratic tradition 

	Capital:
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Washington, DC 

	Administrative divisions:
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50 states and 1 district*; Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia*, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming 

	Dependent areas:
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American Samoa, Baker Island, Guam, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Islands, Navassa Island, Northern Mariana Islands, Palmyra Atoll, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Wake Island 
note: from 18 July 1947 until 1 October 1994, the US administered the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, but recently entered into a new political relationship with all four political units: the Northern Mariana Islands is a commonwealth in political union with the US (effective 3 November 1986); Palau concluded a Compact of Free Association with the US (effective 1 October 1994); the Federated States of Micronesia signed a Compact of Free Association with the US (effective 3 November 1986); the Republic of the Marshall Islands signed a Compact of Free Association with the US (effective 21 October 1986) 

	Independence:
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4 July 1776 (from Great Britain) 

	National holiday:
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Independence Day, 4 July (1776) 

	Constitution:
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17 September 1787, effective 4 March 1789 

	Legal system:
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based on English common law; judicial review of legislative acts; accepts compulsory ICJ jurisdiction, with reservations 

	Suffrage:
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18 years of age; universal 

	Executive branch:
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chief of state: President George W. BUSH (since 20 January 2001) and Vice President Richard B. CHENEY (since 20 January 2001); note - the president is both the chief of state and head of government 
head of government: President George W. BUSH (since 20 January 2001) and Vice President Richard B. CHENEY (since 20 January 2001); note - the president is both the chief of state and head of government 
cabinet: Cabinet appointed by the president with Senate approval 
elections: president and vice president elected on the same ticket by a college of representatives who are elected directly from each state; president and vice president serve four-year terms; election last held 7 November 2000 (next to be held 2 November 2004) 
election results: George W. BUSH elected president; percent of popular vote - George W. BUSH (Republican Party) 48%, Albert A. GORE, Jr. (Democratic Party) 48%, Ralph NADER (Green Party) 3%, other 1% 

	Legislative branch:
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bicameral Congress consists of the Senate (100 seats, one-third are renewed every two years; two members are elected from each state by popular vote to serve six-year terms) and the House of Representatives (435 seats; members are directly elected by popular vote to serve two-year terms) 
election results: Senate - percent of vote by party - NA%; seats by party - Democratic Party 50, Republican Party 49, independent 1; House of Representatives - percent of vote by party - NA%; seats by party - Republican Party 221, Democratic Party 211, independent 2, vacant 1 
elections: Senate - last held 7 November 2000 (next to be held 4 November 2002); House of Representatives - last held 7 November 2000 (next to be held 4 November 2002) 

	Judicial branch:
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Supreme Court (its nine justices are appointed for life by the president with confirmation by the Senate); United States Courts of Appeal; United States District Courts; State and County Courts 

	Political parties and leaders:
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Democratic Party [Terence McAULIFFE, national committee chairman]; Green Party [leader NA]; Republican Party [Governor Marc RACICOT, national committee chairman] 

	Political pressure groups and leaders:
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NA 

	International organization participation:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2107.html" 
[image: image194.jpg]




AfDB, ANZUS, APEC, ARF (dialogue partner), AsDB, ASEAN (dialogue partner), Australia Group, BIS, CCC, CE (observer), CERN (observer), CP, EAPC, EBRD, ECE, ECLAC, ESCAP, FAO, G- 8, G-5, G-7, G-10, IADB, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC, ICFTU, ICRM, IDA, IEA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, IHO, ILO, IMF, IMO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, ISO, ITU, MINURSO, MIPONUH, NAM (guest), NATO, NEA, NSG, OAS, OECD, OPCW, OSCE, PCA, SPC, UN, UN Security Council, UNCTAD, UNHCR, UNIKOM, UNITAR, UNMEE, UNMIBH, UNMIK, UNMOVIC, UNOMIG, UNRWA, UNTAET, UNTSO, UNU, UPU, WCL, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTrO, ZC 

	Flag description:
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thirteen equal horizontal stripes of red (top and bottom) alternating with white; there is a blue rectangle in the upper hoist-side corner bearing 50 small, white, five-pointed stars arranged in nine offset horizontal rows of six stars (top and bottom) alternating with rows of five stars; the 50 stars represent the 50 states, the 13 stripes represent the 13 original colonies; known as Old Glory; the design and colors have been the basis for a number of other flags, including Chile, Liberia, Malaysia, and Puerto Rico 
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	Economy - overview:
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The US has the largest and most technologically powerful economy in the world, with a per capita GDP of $36,300. In this market-oriented economy, private individuals and business firms make most of the decisions, and the federal and state governments buy needed goods and services predominantly in the private marketplace. US business firms enjoy considerably greater flexibility than their counterparts in Western Europe and Japan in decisions to expand capital plant, lay off surplus workers, and develop new products. At the same time, they face higher barriers to entry in their rivals' home markets than the barriers to entry of foreign firms in US markets. US firms are at or near the forefront in technological advances, especially in computers and in medical, aerospace, and military equipment, although their advantage has narrowed since the end of World War II. The onrush of technology largely explains the gradual development of a "two-tier labor market" in which those at the bottom lack the education and the professional/technical skills of those at the top and, more and more, fail to get comparable pay raises, health insurance coverage, and other benefits. Since 1975, practically all the gains in household income have gone to the top 20% of households. The years 1994-2000 witnessed solid increases in real output, low inflation rates, and a drop in unemployment to below 5%. The year 2001 witnessed the end of the boom psychology and performance, with output increasing only 0.3% and unemployment and business failures rising substantially. The response to the terrorist attacks of September 11 showed the remarkable resilience of the economy. Moderate recovery is expected in 2002, with the GDP growth rate rising to 2.5% or more. A major short-term problem in first half 2002 was a sharp decline in the stock market, fueled in part by the exposure of dubious accounting practices in some major corporations. Long-term problems include inadequate investment in economic infrastructure, rapidly rising medical and pension costs of an aging population, sizable trade deficits, and stagnation of family income in the lower economic groups. 

	GDP:
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purchasing power parity - $10.082 trillion (2001 est.) 

	GDP - real growth rate:
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0.3% (2001 est.) 

	GDP - per capita:
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purchasing power parity - $36,300 (2001 est.) 

	GDP - composition by sector:
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agriculture: 2% 
industry: 18% 
services: 80% (2001 est.) 

	Population below poverty line:
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12.7% (2001 est.) 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
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lowest 10%: 1.8% 
highest 10%: 30.5% (1997) 

	Distribution of family income - Gini index:
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40.8 (1997) 

	Inflation rate (consumer prices):
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2.8% (2001) 

	Labor force:
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141.8 million (includes unemployed) (2001) 

	Labor force - by occupation:
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managerial and professional 31%, technical, sales and administrative support 28.9%, services 13.6%, manufacturing, mining, transportation, and crafts 24.1%, farming, forestry, and fishing 2.4% (2001) 
note: figures exclude the unemployed 

	Unemployment rate:
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5% (2001) 

	Budget:
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revenues: $1.828 trillion 
expenditures: $1.703 trillion, including capital expenditures of $NA (1999) 

	Industries:
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leading industrial power in the world, highly diversified and technologically advanced; petroleum, steel, motor vehicles, aerospace, telecommunications, chemicals, electronics, food processing, consumer goods, lumber, mining 

	Industrial production growth rate:
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-3.7% (2001 est.) 

	Electricity - production:
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3,799.944 billion kWh (2000) 

	Electricity - production by source:
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fossil fuel: 70.76% 
hydro: 7.19% 
other: 2.21% (2000) 
nuclear: 19.84% 

	Electricity - consumption:
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3.613 trillion kWh (2000) 

	Electricity - exports:
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14.829 billion kWh (2000) 

	Electricity - imports:
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48.879 billion kWh (2000) 

	Agriculture - products:
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wheat, other grains, corn, fruits, vegetables, cotton; beef, pork, poultry, dairy products; forest products; fish 

	Exports:
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$723 billion (f.o.b., 2001 est.) 

	Exports - commodities:
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capital goods, automobiles, industrial supplies and raw materials, consumer goods, agricultural products 

	Exports - partners:
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Canada 22.4%, Mexico 13.9%, Japan 7.9%, UK 5.6%, Germany 4.1%, France, Netherlands (2001) 

	Imports:
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$1.148 trillion (f.o.b., 2001 est.) 

	Imports - commodities:
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crude oil and refined petroleum products, machinery, automobiles, consumer goods, industrial raw materials, food and beverages 

	Imports - partners:
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Canada 19%, Mexico 11.5%, Japan 11.1%, China 8.9%, Germany 5.2%, UK, Taiwan (2001) 

	Debt - external:
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$862 billion (1995 est.) 

	Economic aid - donor:
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ODA, $6.9 billion (1997) 

	Currency:
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US dollar (USD) 

	Currency code:
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USD 

	Exchange rates:
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British pounds per US dollar - 0.6981 (January 2002), 0.6944 (2001), 0.6596 (2000), 0.6180 (1999), 0.6037 (1998), 0.6106 (1997); Canadian dollars per US dollar - 1.6003 (January 2002), 1.5488 (2001), 1.4851 (2000), 1.4857 (1999), 1.4835 (1998), 1.3846 (1997); French francs per US dollar - 5.65 (January 1999), 5.8995 (1998), 5.8367 (1997); Italian lire per US dollar - 1,668.7 (January 1999), 1,763.2 (1998), 1,703.1 (1997); Japanese yen per US dollar - 132.66 (January 2002), 121.53 (2001), 107.77 (2000), 113.91 (1999), 130.91 (1998), 120.99 (1997); German deutsche marks per US dollar - 1.69 (January 1999), 1.9692 (1998), 1.7341 (1997); euros per US dollar - 1.1324 (January 2002), 1.1175 (2001), 1.08540 (2000), 0.93863 (1999) 
note: financial institutions in France, Italy, and Germany and eight other European countries started using the euro on 1 January 1999 with the euro replacing the local currency in consenting countries for all transactions in 2002 

	Fiscal year:
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1 October - 30 September 
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	Telephones - main lines in use:
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194 million (1997) 

	Telephones - mobile cellular:
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69.209 million (1998) 

	Telephone system:
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general assessment: a very large, technologically advanced, multipurpose communications system 
domestic: a large system of fiber-optic cable, microwave radio relay, coaxial cable, and domestic satellites carries every form of telephone traffic; a rapidly growing cellular system carries mobile telephone traffic throughout the country 
international: 24 ocean cable systems in use; satellite earth stations - 61 Intelsat (45 Atlantic Ocean and 16 Pacific Ocean), 5 Intersputnik (Atlantic Ocean region), and 4 Inmarsat (Pacific and Atlantic Ocean regions) (2000) 

	Radio broadcast stations:
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AM 4,762, FM 5,542, shortwave 18 (1998) 

	Radios:
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575 million (1997) 

	Television broadcast stations:
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more than 1,500 (including nearly 1,000 stations affiliated with the five major networks - NBC, ABC, CBS, FOX, and PBS; in addition, there are about 9,000 cable TV systems) (1997) 

	Televisions:
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219 million (1997) 

	Internet country code:
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.us 

	Internet Service Providers (ISPs):
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7,800 (2000 est.) 

	Internet users:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2153.html" 
[image: image284.jpg]




166 million (2001) 
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	Railways:
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total: 212,433 km mainline routes 
standard gauge: 212,433 km 1.435-m gauge 
note: represents the aggregate length of roadway of all line-haul railroads including an estimate for Class II and III railroads (1998) 

	Highways:
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total: 6,370,031 km 
paved: 5,733,028 km (including 74,091 km of expressways) 
unpaved: 637,003 km (1997) 

	Waterways:
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41,009 km 
note: navigable inland channels, exclusive of the Great Lakes 

	Pipelines:
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petroleum products 276,000 km; natural gas 331,000 km (1991) 

	Ports and harbors:
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Anchorage, Baltimore, Boston, Charleston, Chicago, Duluth, Hampton Roads, Honolulu, Houston, Jacksonville, Los Angeles, New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia, Port Canaveral, Portland (Oregon), Prudhoe Bay, San Francisco, Savannah, Seattle, Tampa, Toledo 

	Merchant marine:
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total: 264 ships (1,000 GRT or over) totaling 6,911,641 GRT/9,985,660 DWT 
ships by type: barge carrier 1, bulk 11, cargo 14, chemical tanker 16, collier 1, combination bulk 4, combination tanker 11, container 86, multi-functional large-load carrier 4, passenger/cargo 2, petroleum tanker 81, roll on/roll off 28, specialized tanker 3, vehicle carrier 2 
note: includes some foreign-owned ships registered here as a flag of convenience: Australia 1, Canada 4, Denmark 15, France 1, Germany 1, Netherlands 3, Norway 7, Puerto Rico 4, Singapore 11, Sweden 1, United Kingdom 3 (2002 est.) 

	Airports:
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14,695 (2001) 

	Airports - with paved runways:
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total: 5,127 
over 3,047 m: 183 
2,438 to 3,047 m: 222 
914 to 1,523 m: 2,413 
under 914 m: 967 (2001) 
1,524 to 2,437 m: 1,342 

	Airports - with unpaved runways:
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total: 9,568 
under 914 m: 7,716 (2001) 
over 3,047 m: 1 
2,438 to 3,047 m: 7 
914 to 1,523 m: 1,679 
1,524 to 2,437 m: 165 

	Heliports:
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132 (2001) 
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	Military branches:
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Department of the Army, Department of the Navy (includes Marine Corps), Department of the Air Force 
note: the Coast Guard is normally subordinate to the Department of Transportation, but in wartime reports to the Department of the Navy 

	Military manpower - military age:
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18 years of age (2002 est.) 

	Military manpower - availability:
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males age 15-49: 70,819,436 (2001 est.) 

	Military manpower - fit for military service:
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NA (2002 est.) 

	Military manpower - reaching military age annually:
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males: 2,053,179 (2002 est.) 

	Military expenditures - dollar figure:
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$276.7 billion (FY99 est.) 

	Military expenditures - percent of GDP:
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3.2% (FY99 est.) 

	Military - note:
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note: 2002 estimates for military manpower are based on projections that do not take into consideration the results of the 2000 census 
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	Disputes - international:
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/fields/2070.html" 
[image: image325.jpg]




maritime boundary disputes with Canada (Dixon Entrance, Beaufort Sea, Strait of Juan de Fuca, Machias Seal Island); US Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay is leased from Cuba and only mutual agreement or US abandonment of the area can terminate the lease; Haiti claims Navassa Island; US has made no territorial claim in Antarctica (but has reserved the right to do so) and does not recognize the claims of any other state; Marshall Islands claims Wake Island 

	Illicit drugs:
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consumer of cocaine shipped from Colombia through Mexico and the Caribbean; consumer of heroin, marijuana, and increasingly methamphetamine from Mexico; consumer of high-quality Southeast Asian heroin; illicit producer of cannabis, marijuana, depressants, stimulants, hallucinogens, and methamphetamine; money-laundering center 
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